Resource Security
Land Tenure, Pastoral
Lands Act (PLA) and Native
Vegetation Management
Objective:
Maintain and enhance the productive capacity of the land under pastoral lease in the NT
with sound legislation and regulation.

Current Situation:
The Pastoral Land Act is the key piece of legislation affecting the Northern Territory
Pastoral Industry. The Act has serviced the Industry and the people of the NT well for
many years. The role of the Pastoral Land Board (PLB) has been critical to the successful
implementation of the act since its inception in 1992.
The NTCA is of the view that the Act is sound and has promoted and enhanced sustainable development. It has adequately served both the industry and the Northern Territory’s needs. It is a single piece of legislation which deals with a major Northern Territory
industry and over 45% of the NT landmass. Operation of the PLA through the Pastoral
Land Board (PLB) is efficient and shown to be effective.
The NTCA does not support any changes to the Pastoral Land Act which would allow for
the issuing of non-pastoral use permits to be delayed from the current 30 day process
to a 34 month process. It considers any changes to the system would severely impact on
investment and investment confidence.

Industry Position:
1.

The NTCA opposes changes to the Pastoral Land Act involving the issuing of
Non-Pastoral Use permits which would cause unnecessary delays and costs

2.

Maintain and enhance the productive capacity of the land under pastoral lease
in the NT and build confidence through sound and common sense legislation to
allow for sustainable agribusiness, development and diversification.

3.

Maintain existing legislative frameworks for the pastoral land act and regulations
for native vegetation management including the Pastoral Land Board.

4.

Undertake impartial and thorough consultation including economic risk assess
ment prior to the changes to existing legislation or the introduction of new legisla
tion.

5.

The NTCA supports land tenure reform in the Northern Territory including the
proposal to convert Pastoral Leasehold to Freehold where appropriate.
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