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Watch their
amazing performance
after weaning.

Trace minerals assist bone growth, development and health in weaner calves.
MULTIMIN® is a multiple mineral injection for cattle containing
selenium, zinc, copper and manganese. These trace minerals aid
in reproductive function of the breeder herd and the bone growth
and development of young stock. For further information call
your Territory Sales Manager today.
MULTIMIN®. Essential minerals for performance at weaning.
MULTIMIN is a registered trademark of Warburton Technologies Ltd.

Customer Support: Tel 1800 009 847

www.multimin.com.au

Major Sponsors
NT Cattlemen’s Association Annual Conference 2011
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Built to take on Australia
S

INCE 1999 Demountable Sales and Hire
has been servicing a major part of Australia
with transportable buildings.
It has built a successful business by being able to
provide an extensive range of buildings to meet
an everincreasing demand.
That demand comes from individuals,
companies, governments and local bodies
looking for affordable, reliable alternatives for
their accommodation needs.
Demountable Sales and Hire’s site offices, bunk
houses, homes, commercial offices and ablution
blocks come complete with cyclone rating and
certification. As a result the convenience is
accompanied by peace of mind.
Built of steel and insulated panels, the Darwin
firm’s buildings are energy efficient.
With the addition of air-conditioning units they
are able to provide maximum comfort, even in
the often harsh and rugged conditions they are
destined for.
The company’s highly-qualified and licensed
team can start with one of the 300 certified
configurations already on file, or set about
designing something unique to meet special
needs and circumstances.
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HOMESTEAD: There is nothing quite like the comforts of home, and
Demountable Sales and Hire’s homes are built for comfort.

While the company is a locally owned Darwin
concern, that has not stopped its reputation
spreading across the nation.
As well as the Territory the company’s products
are being used extensively in Queensland,
Western Australia and South Australia.
Its buildings can be tied down by a conventional
stumping process, or the company’s own design
and engineered concrete block system.

FULLY FITTED: Ready to go installation.

won reputation for excellence with the public,
government and mining sectors.
The head office is on the corner of Berrimah and
College Roads, in Darwin. Staff are happy for
people to drop in and discuss their needs.

In the case of those using stumps, relocation of
the building requires restumping. However, the
concrete block system is simple to transport and
reuse if and when a demountable is shifted.
The prime aim of Demountable Sales and Hire is
to provide quick, efficient service.
As a result of this commitment and the highlycompetitive products it builds, the company
is proud it has been able to achieve a hard-

FLEXIBLE: Built to clients’ specifications, the buildings are carefully
engineered to meet a variety of needs and interior configurations.

Custom Design
Fully Transportable
Energy Efficiency Rated
Fully Cyclone Coded
NT LICENSED BUILDERS

www.demountablesaleshire.com.au

2011 NTCA Conference President’s Report
Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. It is a privilege to present my second report to you today as
President of the NT Cattlemen’s Association at this, the 2011 conference; and, on such an auspicious day, the
1st of April. In fact, I could think of no better title for it than “Sullivans April Fools Day Address”.
I believe our industry can look forward with some
confidence. Seasonal conditions are excellent throughout;
demand for our product is strong and emerging markets
such as Turkey and Russia have added strength to continuing
demand from our existing customers such as Indonesia,
domestic and export processors. The Australian Agricultural
Company’s planned northern abattoir holds out the prospect
of Top End cattle once again being processed locally, and the
NT Government Agribusiness Strategy indicates a renewed
commitment to the primary industry sector.
This is not to suggest that it’s all blue skies and sunshine!
We face a challenging situation on a number of fronts. Our
margins are being squeezed relentlessly by rising costs. We face
high exchange rates, new taxes, pressure from animal rights
groups and more and more environmentally driven legislation
and regulation. We need to remember, and to remind the
community, that we create jobs, generate local economic activity
and export income. Our industry should be applauded and
supported, not squeezed to death.
I begin where I started last year; Indonesia, our most important
market. I’m sure I don’t need to remind you of the events of
2010 as the Indonesian government responded to the pressures
created by large numbers of cattle and boxed beef imports
occurring in late 2009 and early 2010.

We need to remember, and to remind the
community, that we create jobs, generate
local economic activity and export income.
While prices for feeder cattle recovered as the year went on and
reached higher rates than previous years, northern producers
with heavier cattle such as cull cows, bulls and heavy steers
were hard hit. Large numbers of cattle were sent interstate to
agistment, sold as re-stockers, or to slaughter at abattoirs in
Qld, NSW, VIC and SA. Department of Resources figures
indicate that some 80000 extra cattle were cleared from north of
the tick line to go south or east.
While prices were generally good, the extra costs involved
meant that up to half the gross value of each animal was being
taken up in direct selling costs. This is not a sustainable long
term option for the northern cattle industry.
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The bid by the AACo. to establish an abattoir in northern
Australia is a welcome development. While there has been
scepticism in some quarters about the ability of the industry to
supply sufficient cattle and ensure the viability of such a plant,
the fact is, an export abattoir would be a real asset to the northern
pastoral industry in terms of spreading market risk and processing
animals which are not suitable for the live trade.
There is no doubt that Indonesia and Australia rely on each
other in this trade. The trade reflects the comparative advantages
of each country in terms of land area, agricultural production,
labour availability and markets. At the current importation
numbers for live cattle of 500,000 head, and assuming an
average liveweight gain of 100kg per head while on feed, there
is some 50,000 tonnes/year of value-adding to imported cattle
taking place in Indonesian feedlots. At a rough estimate this
may be worth A$150m at the feedlot gate and a substantial
multiple of that in the market place as well as the local
employment and economic benefits.
We recognise the legitimate aspirations of the Indonesian
government and people towards increasing local production
of beef and moving toward increased self-sufficiency. It is no
different than the attitude of most Australians towards their
own food supplies. That is why NTCA, with the assistance of
the federal government is engaging with Indonesian Ministry
of Agriculture, Provincial Governments and Farmer groups,
in an effort to add value to the activities of various agencies,
strengthen relationships and increase our own knowledge. In
November last year, a small group consisting of NTCA and NT
Government representatives and a Social Scientist, visited East
Kalimantan province to participate in a livestock workshop
and visit farmer groups in the area around Balikpapan; and I
would like to acknowledge the presence of Pak Ibrahim and
his delegation from East Kalimantan here today. NTCA also
contributed $5000 through APFINDO and the Indonesian
Animal Science Association to assist farmers around Merapi, the
volcano in Central Java that erupted last year, with loss of life,
destruction of farmland and livestock as well as contamination
of pastures. The money was used to purchase feed concentrates
for distribution to farmers in the affected areas.
I am confident the current difficulties around the issue of
import permits and point of weighing can be sorted out to
the benefit of both countries. There has already been good
progress. An issue of far greater potential impact is the ongoing
campaign by animal welfare and rights groups against the live
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TO GET THE

PERFECT

BEEF

START FROM

THE GROUND UP
The ultimate quality test for any pasture is animal performance and
with Heritage Seeds quality pasture blends, you can be confident
of a persistant standard of pasture that delivers superior energy
and protein.
When it’s all about feed utilization and nutritive value, Heritage
Seeds delivers your livestock the energy to grow more, for longer.

oat
Agric ced
r
o
f
n
Ask
Adva gy
ech®
T
lo
o
o
n
r
P
ch
ng Te
i
t
a
o
C

For expert service and advice call:
Northern Australian Manger
Gerry Dogao M: 0427 007 900

Brisbane Office
Luke Murphy-Clark: 07 3137 5300

www.heritageseeds.com.au













Territory Natural Resource Management is a not-for-profit community sector
organisation and one of 56 regional NRM organisations across Australia that play a key
role in managing the nation’s resources.
As the only regional NRM organisation in the Northern Territory, we work in partnership with
local pastoralists, industry organisations and Landcare groups to secure our agricultural resource base and to create a resilient natural environment into the future.
Territory NRM is implementing a strategic approach to natural resource
management in the Territory through the NT Integrated Natural Resource
Management Plan 2010 - 2015 and the Australian Government’s Caring
for Our Country initiative.

NT Integrated Natural Resource
Management Plan 2010– 2015
Visit www.territorynrm.org.au to
view or download a copy.

We invest over $3.5 million annually in supporting NRM activities in the NT
Territory NRM Local Grants of up to $20,000 are available to encourage and support individuals and groups throughout the Territory to improve land management practices and take
action to conserve and protect their local natural environment.
Territory Conservation Agreements (TCAs) provide funding and support to help landholders protect areas of high conservation significance on their properties. TCAs are voluntary,
with terms worked out between landholders and Territory NRM. They encourage innovative,
multiple use strategies which can demonstrate production benefits as well as delivering
conservation outcomes.
Territory NRM funds the four big pastoral Landcare Groups - Barkly Landcare and
Conservation Association, Roper River Landcare Group, Centralian Land Management Association and Victoria River District Conservation Association to control weeds and pests and
support best practice grazing management.

www.territorynrm.org.au
Territory NRM is supported through the Australian Government’s ‘Caring for Our Country’ Program

NTCA President’s Report Continued

export trade. While the sheep trade to the Middle East has
taken most of the heat, we should be under no illusion that
we can fly under the radar. We know there are areas of the
market chain that need improvement, but we also know there
has been progress over many years. We are fortunate to have
industry funded bodies such as Livecorp and MLA which can
fund the research and on-ground action which is required to
make changes happen. We are also fortunate to have a federal
government that support these activities rather than making a
knee-jerk response to pressure from lobby groups.
Climate change and Carbon tax

After the demise of the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme
in 2010 and despite pre-election promises to the contrary, the
government in Canberra now looks set to impose a Carbon tax.
Regardless of ones understanding of, or subscription to, the
hypothesis of human-induced catastrophic climate change, there
seems to be a large herd of elephants in the room. The developing
nations, the largest of which are China and India, are undergoing
rapid economic growth. Economic growth is directly linked to
energy consumption and carbon dioxide emissions. In 2006,
China surpassed the United States in the level of CO2 emissions
and now produces over 7 billion tonnes a year. With over 4
times the population of the USA, and even with the stated aim
of reducing its emissions intensity per unit of economic output
by 4%/year, China’s population and economic growth means
emissions are expected to increase by up to 500% by the year
2040. It raises the obvious question of how a tax or any other
carbon pricing scheme in Australia can have any impact at all on
global CO2 emissions, let alone world temperatures or climate.
What the Carbon tax will do is increase our costs. Even
with the exclusion of direct emissions from Agriculture
announced recently by the Federal Government, modelling by
the Australian Farm Institute indicates the impact of a $2030/t Carbon tax will add an extra 15% on input costs for our
industry and will increase with time. I can tell you now that this
is not sustainable.
This hasn’t stopped Professor Garnaut from calling for
Agriculture to be included in any Carbon Tax or Trading
Scheme on the basis that the agricultural sector can make
use of offsets to reduce the impact. Maybe there are some
opportunities down south for growing trees, but I can tell
Professor Garnaut that there are few, if any, offset opportunities
for our industry and much of the arid and semi-arid parts of
Australia. Even the NT Environment Centre acknowledges
there is little opportunity for the northern pastoral industry. We
will hear more detail later in the day but the take home message
is simple. Offsets and carbon credits will not compensate us for
the impact of a carbon tax.

The Northern Territory Government has its own climate change
strategy and the following head line action, “By 2020, at least
four million tonnes of carbon per year will be removed from
the atmosphere through better land management.” This figure
is hopelessly optimistic and should be reviewed or abandoned.
If such a figure is retained then it is incumbent on the Territory
government to explain how this target is to be met without
decimating land based industries such as ours.
Pastoral Lands Act and NVA

Last week the NT Government finally released its exposure draft
legislation for amendments to the Pastoral Lands Act and a new
Native Vegetation Management Act. In the case of the Pastoral
Lands Act this has taken 7 years.
We have been extremely disappointed with the lack of due
process and consultation around the development of the Native
Vegetation Management Act in particular. The new act will
entrench the current restrictive and bureaucratic land clearing
guidelines in a framework of criminal penalties and sanctions.
The Pastoral Land Board, an independent, expert body will be
sidelined and nearly 20 years of prudent management of the
pastoral estate will be consigned to the dust bin, and replaced
by the dead hand of bureaucracy and the malignant influence
of urban-based environmental lobby groups. Legislation such
as this needs the input of people with practical experience in
land management, a commonsense approach and an interest in
the long-term future development of the Territory and I urge
anyone with an interest in this to make your opinions known
during the consultation phase over the next two months.
Rain in central Australia

I am pleased to be able to report that once-in-a-generation
seasonal conditions have transformed Central Australia in the
past 12 months. Alice Springs has gone from record low to near
record high annual rainfall in the space of a year.
Apart from the problem of mould in houses, rain has had the
inevitable impact on the rural road network throughout the
territory with many roads impassable or severely damaged.
The impact of rain on these roads has been made worse by the
continuing neglect and lack of investment by governments at
both Territory and Federal level.
The return of good seasons will also mean the inevitable
return of wildfires. In October last year I wrote to the Minister
concerned and pointed out the increasing risk of bushfires in
Central Australia and the need for increased resources to prepare
for and manage the impacts. There has been a degradation of
bushfire response capability and preparedness over recent years,
this needs urgent attention if the experience of the 1970’s is to
be avoided.
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Valuations

The pastoral industry was again taken aback by the latest round
of valuations released in June last year. Increases in Unimproved
Capital Values ranged from 400 to as high as 1600%. In some
cases they appeared more closely aligned to a walk in-walk out
value rather than a value based on a bare block of land. Property
prices certainly did not increase by that amount in 3 years and
50% of pastoral lessees lodged objections.
The NTCA was able to make a case to the minister responsible,
Karl Hampton, to adjust the multiplier applied to Pastoral
Lease rentals and reduce the impact of rent rises. We have made
a similar case to shire and municipal councils and the Minister
for Local Government with respect to council rates and await a
decision on next years rates.
People have remarked to me, “oh it doesn’t matter what the
UCV is, government will just vary the rate to get the amount
of money they want to raise”. Well that’s fine, but as experience
shows, it doesn’t always work, and isn’t it important that the
UCV actually be correct, and be assessed in a transparent and
understandable way? Incorrect and outlandish UCV’s give the
wrong impression to the rest of the community who then ask,
“if these properties are so valuable, why can’t they pay more”?

While we appreciate the difficulties shires
are having in sourcing funding for their core
operations, this does not justify singling out
industry sectors which provide jobs, export
income and local economic activity.

NTCA President’s Report Continued

Feral animals, wild dogs and camels

The NT Governments new permit and user pays system for
management and control of wild dogs does not work properly.
The system is cumbersome and property owners have been
unable to access the number of baits they require because of
arbitrary limits. Members are now reporting dog numbers are
higher than they have been for years and in some areas are
basically out of control. What should have been a valuable aid
to wild dog control; access to manufactured baits; has been
turned into an exercise in delay and frustration.
In Central Australia, little has been achieved in the program
to control feral camel numbers as the consultation process
grinds on. With such good seasonal conditions, camels are now
widely scattered, making control more difficult and much more
expensive than was the case 18 months ago. This represents a
major opportunity lost in efforts to manage this pest.

10

Local Government

People object to paying rates when they cannot utilise services
provided by councils. The response of the local government
lobby is that rates are not a fee for service, they are a tax, a
tax on land; a tax to fund the ongoing operations of a local
council. If this is the case, then why is so much land in the NT
exempt from this tax? Land owned by religious institutions,
benevolent institutions or charities, Commonwealth land,
Land Trust land, educational facilities, public hospitals, the
list goes on. Around half the land area of the Territory is
not rateable and yet LGANT and some notable individuals
continue to push for the ability to tax the pastoral and
mining industries as they please. While we appreciate the
difficulties shires are having in sourcing funding for their
core operations, this does not justify singling out industry
sectors which provide jobs, export income and local economic
activity. There is almost a complete lack of economic activity
in remote communities apart from government expenditure
and no viable rate base. Why does the Commonwealth
Grants Commission use a formula which provides Financial
Assistance Grants to councils based on population rather
than need? The effect of this is, that large metropolitan
councils throughout Australia with large ratepayer bases and
millions in cash reserves and investments are still receiving
assistance through the grants commission to the detriment
of low population, high needs councils such as in the NT.
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PORT of DARWIN

Australia’s northern gateway of choice

Live cattle exports are an important part of the Northern Territory’s – and Australia’s –
agricultural economy, and the Port of Darwin is perfectly geared to handle over 50%
of the nation’s livestock exports.
With its multi-modal facilities, deep water berths and dedicated infrastructure the Port
of Darwin boasts more than 25 years live export experience and currently holds the
world record with 24,683 head of export cattle on a single vessel.
Darwin’s proximity to Australia’s beef producers and to growing consumer markets in
SE Asia make it the port of choice. Cattle spend less time in transit both on land and
at sea which is vital to maintaining their superior quality.
The Port of Darwin is extremely well served by excellent quarantine services and
highly-trained stevedores who understand the value of animal welfare.
So, when it comes to exporting live cattle quickly and efficiently, put your trust in the
Port of Darwin.
Phone: +61 8 8922 0660
Fax:
+61 8 8922 0666
darwinport@nt.gov.au
GPO Box 390, DARWIN NT 0801 Australia
www.darwinport.nt.gov.au

MAnAgE biosEcurity risks
and protect the health and welfare of your cattle
•

Report disease in your cattle herd to your local vet or stocky including cattle showing
nervous signs

•

When preparing stock for transport have a contingency for unplanned events to ensure that
good cattle health and welfare are maintained

•

Only load and transport cattle which are fit to travel to the destination and spell cattle on
long journeys

•

Complete waybills for all cattle movements off your property

•

Obtain a NT Health Certificate when importing cattle from interstate

•

Remember to comply with tagging and recording requirements for NLIS – the system for
efficient tracing of cattle in an emergency disease outbreak.

Emergency Animal Disease Hotline 1800 675 888

Pastoral Production provides relevant information to
primary producers through four regional newsletters
Alice Springs Rural Review
pieter.conradie@nt.gov.au

Katherine Rural Review
krs.dor@nt.gov.au

Barkly Beef from Tennant Creek
barklybeef.dor@nt.gov.au

Top Paddock from Darwin
doriane.rout @nt.gov.au

If you would like to receive any of these newsletters,
contact your local office to get on the mailing list

www.nt.gov.au/d/Primary_industry

www.growingnt.nt.gov.au
DePARTmeNT Of rEsourcEs

We are already showing what contribution our industry can make to the
development of indigenous Territorians and the provision of employment
and personal development opportunities.

NTCA President’s Report Continued

Indigenous Employment

We are already showing what contribution our industry can
make to the development of Indigenous Territorians and
the provision of employment and personal development
opportunities. With the assistance of the Indigenous Land
Corporation and FACSIA, NTCA is running the Real Jobs
Program. This provides employment, training and development
opportunities for 65 Indigenous trainees and provides ongoing
support and mentoring to enable them to move through
different levels of skills training and to take their place alongside
other employees in the pastoral industry.
Loss of life member Bill Prior

Members, during the last 12 months we have seen the passing
of a number of prominent people from our industry and I
would like to convey my condolences to the families of those
who have lost loved ones in recent times. One person I would
like to mention in particular is Bill Prior, former manager
of Hamilton Downs and Chairman of the Centralian Land
Management Association. Bill was granted honorary life
membership of NTCA in 2000 and passed away last year.
In closing, I would like to thank members of the executive,
alternate members and branch committees of the last 12

months for their input and support. We have 5 new executive
members who will take up their roles this year and I would like
to thank the retiring members; Andy Miller, Geoff Murrell,
Allan Andrews, Maria Townsend and Tony Searle. I also thank
members that are not on the executive but represent NTCA, and
our industry, on different committees and advisory boards within
the NT and Nationally. Thanks also to executive Director Luke
Bowen and his staff who continue to put in 110%.
Finally, to our members;

I’ve outlined a lot of challenges to our industry this morning,
and history shows us the best way to face any problem is with
a united front. That it is why the NTCA needs to maintain its
strength and focus as a lobby group and your membership is an
absolutely vital part of that. It is no fluke that over 450 people
come to Katherine for an industry conference in the wet season,
take up every bit of available accommodation, and fill up the
biggest venue in town. It is a testament to unity, common
purpose and a willingness to contribute. Thank you for your
solidarity and support.
I would now like to call on the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Senator Joe
Ludwig to officially open the conference.
Rohan Sullivan President

Advancing and Protecting the Interests of Cattle Producers in the Northern Territory Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association
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AGM 2011 Executive Director’s Report
This report encompasses the period from the annual general meeting in 2010 to the end of March 2011.
The last 12 months have seen significant change
of circumstances for Central Australian producers with
outstanding rainfall after prolonged drought. With this has
come the inevitable concern over wildfires and what appears
to be a lack of understanding within the government of the
impending disaster. The past 12 months have also seen the
live export market go through a number of challenges and
particularly the imposition of the 350 kg restriction has driven
a significant change in the market. We also know that animal
welfare remains number one priority for industry and equally,
the opponents of industry are keen to use it as a means by
which live export can be reduced to the annals of history.
Immediately following this annual general meeting and
conference Jo Shearn will be moving on to a new career in
Queensland. Jo has been a wonderful asset to the organisation
over last 2½ years and will be greatly missed.
In Alice Springs we have seen a change of staff with the new
management arrangement in place at the Bohning Yards at Roe
Creek. Jim Willoughby is the new yard manager overseeing
operations and I also welcome his wife Tracy who is currently
working in an administrative position in the office. I would also
like to make particular reference to Tony Freshwater, who not
only managers the NTCA Indigenous Employment Program
but has also played a central role in the redevelopment and
restructurings of the Roe Creek complex.
I would also like to thank Mick Armstrong, who based out
of Katherine has played a vital role in the delivery of the
Indigenous Employment Program along with Greg Vidler

A decision has been made to relocate the
NTCA’s office in Alice Springs to the Roe
Creek Yards and work has commenced on
the new office.
located at Tennant Creek. The employment program is
delivering significant results and is testament to the hard work
of the program staff and the support of the various pastoral
companies, stations and their staff who make this initiative
possible.
The NTCA executive met five times during the year including a
meeting at Helen Springs, on the Barkly. The executive finance
subcommittee also met and has played an important role in
overseeing the organisation finances. The NTCA and its wholly-
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owned subsidiary, Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Trading
(NTCT) both posted profits for the calendar year, 2010.
This result is reflective of increased income through the Alice
Springs Yard due to new income sources and increased cattle
numbers. The Alice Springs Yards have also been the focus of
training events as part of the NTCA employment program and
investment has been made to improve facilities to support the
program. The outlook for the coming year remains positive with
good seasonal conditions through Central Australia and the
expectation of increased cattle numbers. The Alice Springs Yards
are an outstanding facility in a good location and comprise the
organisations single largest asset with long-term development
potential.
A decision has been made to relocate the NTCA’s office in Alice
Springs to the Roe Creek Yards and work has commenced on
the new office. This will see centralisation of all activities at
Roe Creek and is a very positive development for the NTCA in
Central Australia.
Major issues 2010/11

Indonesia remains the Northern Territory’s single largest
market for cattle with just under 300,000 head exported

Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association Advancing and Protecting the Interests of Cattle Producers in the Northern Territory

Introduction of proposed carbon farming legislation has been viewed
sceptically by the NTCA as it is seen to offer no alternative source of
income to offset the cost of the carbon tax.

during the 2010 calendar-year through the port of Darwin.
The fundamentals of the Indonesian market remains strong
and are continuing to improve. At the same time the
imposition of 350 kg weight restriction has placed a great
deal of pressure on producers who have been forced to find
alternative markets for heavy cattle. Moves towards the
establishment of a northern processing facility have been
welcomed with a great deal of enthusiasm by producers
seeking a market for out of specification animals. Continued
challenges with the implementation of improved warfare
standards, particularly at point of slaughter continued in 2010
and remains a key priority. We’ve also seen increased efforts by
the NTCA to improve the direct relationship, and people to
people links between the Northern Territory and Indonesian
industry and government. As the world’s largest Muslim
country and one of the largest democracies, Indonesia, as one
of our closest neighbours is critical to Australia, the future of
the Northern Territory and our region.
During the year we have seen the introduction of proposed
changes to the pastoral land act, and the introduction of a
native vegetation bill. Proposed changes to the pastoral land
act are significant and the NTCA will be working to ensure
the industry is not disadvantaged. As an election promise of

the current government the introduction of completely new
legislation for native vegetation has been received with a high
degree of concern. This legislation aims to consolidate decisionmaking powers and introduce prescriptive and highly restrictive
regulations regarding the development of land, management of
native vegetation and food production.
Debate has quickened on the carbon tax and it is likely that
legislation will be introduced during 2011. The impact on
Northern Australia and the rural sector of a carbon tax will be
significant. This single piece of legislation has the potential to
drive up production costs with a tax upon energy related costs,
including on property fuel, freight, and the energy component
of most station- inputs. Introduction of proposed carbon
farming legislation has been viewed sceptically by the NTCA
as it is seen to offer no alternative source of income to offset
the cost of the carbon tax. It is well-established that Northern
Australia has a very limited opportunity to generate income
through carbon offset programs, making the net result of a
carbon tax and the carbon farming initiative detrimental to the
economic viability of the industry.
Unfortunately 2010 saw a replay of the 2006 land valuation
debacle with unimproved land values increasing on average by
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Executive director’s Report Continued

450% over the three-year period with some valuations as high
as 1500% for the same period. More than 50% of the pastoral
lessees objected to the valuations and these objections will
play out mid to late 2011. In anticipation of the hike in value
NTCA negotiated changes to be multiplier for pastoral rental
with a reduction from 1.2% to 0.24%, delivering an average
increase in pastoral rentals of no more than CPI. Equally
the NTCA has also negotiated with the Northern Territory
Government for a cap on Shire rates for two years. Longer
term the NTCA will continue to work towards minimising
the potential for increase in statutory fees and charges on the
pastoral estate.
The year has seen a number of significant rainfall events across
the entire NT, resulting in significant damage to infrastructure
including the main Stuart Highway. On top of the chronic
lack of funding for roads and infrastructure the situation is
worsening and remains a constant source of frustration to the
industry. A report conducted by Engineers Australia in 2010
produced a damning snapshot of the condition of Northern
Territory roads and infrastructures and an overall decline in
condition. This remains a significant challenge for the NTCA
and significantly for the Northern Territory Government
as we fight for an equitable share of federal funding which
unfortunately is often tied to political leverage, of which the
Northern Territory is in short supply.
While changes to the rules surrounding wild dog baiting in
2009 allow landholders to access prepared baits, the process
for obtaining approval requires dealing with two separate
government departments in a lengthy and detailed application
process. The system for wet meat baiting has become costly,
cumbersome, bureaucratic and unwieldy, resulting in reduced
baiting and the explosion of wild dog numbers across much of
the Territory. This has led to direct and significant production
losses, to the economic detriment of producers and the
Northern Territory as a whole. A revision of the guidelines
around baiting is currently underway.
As we look to the coming 12 months there are a
number of challenges which will continue to focus
the attention of the NTCA including:
Building the NTCA’s capacity to influence Territory and
national policy and direction.
Challenging the implementation of the carbon tax and
negotiation of amendments to see the minimal possible impact
on industry, if the tax is to be implemented.
Challenging unreasonable changes to existing legislation,
in particular pastoral lands act, and new legislation for the
management of native vegetation.
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Longer term the NTCA will continue to
work towards minimising the potential for
increase in statutory fees and charges on the
pastoral estate.

National policy development and implementation relating to
Northern Australia and the Northern cattle industry.
Continued work towards diversifying options for Northern
producers who are largely dependent upon the live export
market to Indonesia and opportunities for local processing.
In conclusion I would like to thank the NTCA executive for
their tireless work over the past 12 months and pay particular
attention to the work of NTCA president Rohan Sullivan
who has been taken away from the demands of his own
family business for extended periods of time. Thanks also to
George Scott who has thrown himself into the role as
NTCA representative on Cattle Council of
Australia and Roy Chisholm who provides
great depth to the role as the NTCA’s
representative on the National Farmers
Federation.
Luke Bowen executive director
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POST SCRIPT SEPTEMBER 2011
Each edition of the NTCA yearbook covers the period from April to March or simply AGM to AGM and
straddling 2 calendar years.
This year the yearbook covers the period from 1 April 2010 to
31st of March 2011.

focused on the recovery, of not only the trade, but the longer
term prospects of this great industry and its people.

At the time of publication the Northern cattle industry had
been through one of its biggest crises in recent history. The
suspension of the live cattle trade to Indonesia by the federal
government, following an ABC Four Corners program at the
end of May, 2011 had a major and far reaching impact upon
northern Australia. The NTCA, representing producers with the
most to lose of any jurisdiction in the country, had no option
but to mobilise.

Running this campaign has consumed most of the NTCA’s staff
and financial resources over the past six months, and inevitably as a
small organisation we had to prioritise and leave a few issues on the
backburner. The NTCA is dealing with many of these issues now.

Like no other single event the NTCA Executive, staff and
membership worked to one tune to see the reversal of the trade
suspension, taking our industry stories to the political capital
and into the living rooms of everyday Australians. Now we are
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As much as I would like to provide a detailed blow by blow
description of the last 6 months and the live export crisis,
however I have to contain myself to the
period of this report and leave these details
for next years yearbook.
Luke Bowen executive director

Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association Advancing and Protecting the Interests of Cattle Producers in the Northern Territory

Kormilda College Darwin NT

ONE step

towards tomorrow

PIGOUT

®

Feral Pig Bait

NorthernTerritory
TerritoryCattlemen’s
Cattlemen’sAssociation
Association
Northern
IB Middle Years Programme
Internationally Accredited
Caring and Supportive
Outdoor Education Camps
Smooth transition to Senior School
IB Diploma and NT Certificate of
& Training
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THEEducation
NORTHERN
TERRITORY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Onsite VET Facilities
Proudly published Years
by Walsh
6 to 12Media Services

Yearbook 2005/2006
2005/2006
Yearbook
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

Trust the
pro
perforvmeen
rs

• Simple & effective to use
Proudly published by Walsh Media Services
• Prevent injury & loss to livestock
Kormilda
is an Anglican
and Uniting
Day Adelaide SA 5001
vel 3, 18-20 Grenfell
StreetCollege
Adelaide
SA 5000
GPOChurch
Box 2089
vel 3, 18-20 Grenfell and
Street
Adelaide
SA 5000
GPO Boxof 2089
Boarding
welcomes
all faithsAdelaide SA•5001
Stop land degradation from wild pigs
Phone (08) 8221 5600
Fax
(08)College
8221 that
5601
Emailstudents
walshmedia@adelaide.on.net
religions.
Kormilda
its Christian
hone (08) 8221 5600andFax
(08) 8221
5601College
Email from
walshmedia@adelaide.on.net
• Save damage to fences and crops
foundation and commitment to excellence seeks to inspire
Advertising
its students to
be life-long learners whoProof
act with compassion
• Stop fouling of water sources
Advertising
and justice through
their understandingProof
of others, and who develop
thebooked
wisdom and
to shapeedition
the future.of the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s
r advertisement
for courage
the 2005/06
Association
• Preserve
Australian wildlife
advertisement booked for the 2005/06 edition of the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association

ck it thoroughly and fax back to us with your signed approval on (08) 8221 5601.
k it thoroughly and fax back to us with your signed approval on (08) 8221 5601.
alterations, please contact Helen Lee on (08) 8221 5600.
terations, please contact Helen Lee on (08) 8221 5600.
+ 61 8 8922
1611
ng deadlines, ifPhone
conﬁrmation
is not
received by
then approval will be assumed.
g deadlines, if admin@kormilda.nt.edu.au
conﬁrmation is not received by
then approval will be assumed.
www.kormilda.nt.edu.au

�����������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������
��������������� financial support for any
��������������� financial support for any
worthwhile project� ���������������������������������
worthwhile project� ���������������������������������
�������������� ������������������������������
�������������� ������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
������������������������ ��������������������������������� ���
������������������������ ��������������������������������� ���
��������������������������
��������������������������

PIGOUT® is a restricted agricultural
product and is ONLY available from
approved suppliers:
Vic:
Accredited Rural Merchants
NSW: Regional LH&PA Offices
QLD: Local Government Pest Officers
SA:
Natural Resources Mngmt Board
WA:
Approved Rural Merchants
NT:
Approved Rural Merchants

Animal Control Technologies Australia Pty Ltd

Phone: 03 9308 9688 Fax: 03 9308 9622

Executive
Officer of the Trust BKaye
Clapin
��������������������������������
ob Lee
��������������������������������
Bob Lee
Phone: 1800 733 810
������
���������������������������������
������ ���������������������������������
Email: executiveofficer@connellanairwaystrust.org.au
��������������������������
��������������������������
Website: www.connellanairwaystrust.org.au
���������������
�����������������������
Or write
to PO Box�����������������������
749 Williamstown SA 5351
���������������

Email: enquiries@animalcontrol.com.au
Further information at www.animalcontrol.com.au

Excellence in Pest Animal Management

NFF Report Roy Chisholm
Let me say that the past year has been a roller-coaster ride of extraordinary climatic and political events that
have given little certainty to mainstream agribusiness in this country.
Climatically, we have seen cyclones in Queensland
followed by devastating floods in most states, the drought
in Western Australia, the break of the prolonged drought in
the Eastern States and of course the International events of
volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and tsunamis.
Politically the climate has been equally as volatile. June
2010 saw the incumbent Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
unceremoniously booted out of office, to be replaced by Julia
Gillard on the pretext that the Government had “lost it’s way”.
Closely following this, Australia went to the polls, the
result being a dead heat between the major parties with
independent’s aligning themselves with Labor while brokering
negotiated political outcomes for their electorates.
The Greens took a greater slice of power than ever before,
which will soon culminate in holding the balance of power
in the senate. The past twelve months have proved difficult

While we appreciate the difficulties shires
are having in sourcing funding for their core
operations, this does not justify singling out
industry sectors which provide jobs, export
income and local economic activity.
for NFF negotiating with the Federal Government on policy
issues especially while dealing with the Feds game’s of policy
ping pong” and “ad hoc decision making”.
NFF Members Council and six sub committees are responsible
for setting the direction and policy adopted by the NFF. Policy
that remains reasonably constant in its principles, which
delivers the best outcomes for the Agribusiness sector on
Australia.
Examples of major Government policy shifts affecting
agriculture in the past year have included the proposed carbon
tax and an introduction of an ETS, taxation, Murray Darling
Basin Plan, workplace relations, flood tax, NBN and health.
These changes in policy and direction have kept NFF
management and members council on their toes throughout
the past year, there are too many to individually list so I will
attempt to cover the issues more important to the Northern
Pastoral Sector.
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ECONOMIC

The recent national disaster from Cyclone Yasi and resultant
flooding has highlighted that the National Disaster Relief and
recovery arrangements need to be fine tuned with regard to
minimising red tape, support with existing debt repayments,
extensions to the grant and loan criteria and access to zero tax
drawdown from FMD’s.
Foreign ownership. NFF has a submission into the Inquiry into
foreign acquisitions amendment bill. Currently in Australia
there is no register of foreign ownership and ABS will be
conducting a survey shortly.
Under the Henry Tax review, NFF is seeking to have the
company tax rate reduced to 28% by 2015, and reviewing
capital allowance concessions to allow asset write-off for items
under $5000 and all other asset write-offs at 30%pa.
R & D funding decline. NFF had consistently called on
Government to continue to invest R & D funds into rural sector
and that a national strategy for rural innovation would assist in
the delivery and accountability of those funds.
WATER

The outcome of the Murray Darling Basin Plan will have a
major impact on future water infrastructure development
in Northern Australia. My guess is that it will be several
years before a satisfactory solution is found. NFF has several
committees working on this issue.
INFRASTRUCTURE

Unfortunately any major spend on road and port infrastructure
will be more than likely gobbled up on rebuilding the damaged
road and rail infrastructure due to the recent flooding. NFF
is working with Infrastructure Australia to ensure that the
National Ports Strategy and the National Freight Strategy
delivers an outcome of a seamless transport system that is
consistent across state boarders.
The NBN has more unanswered questions than answers, NFF is
constantly trying without success to obtain answers to the retail cost
of installation, fees and services, what happens as technology advances
and what will be the delivery in regional and remote Australia.
BIOSECURITY

The NFF submission into the Beale quarantine and bio-security
review in 2008 highlighted failures in protecting Australia’s
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shores from imported pests and disease. To date many of
the recommendations from the review relating to import
quarantine reform still remain unfunded.
GM and food labeling. NFF is supportive of food labeling
giving consumers clear information about the food they
consume provided that labeling laws do not impose
unreasonable costs, be impractical to implement or provide
adverse trade implications.
CARBON

The Rudd Government was initially considering including
Agriculture in the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme. Had
that policy been implemented and assume that a cow produces
2 tons of carbon per year and the price of carbon is set at $ 30
the average cost per year for one cow is $60.00.
Average NT herd size say 8,000 head or nearly half a million
dollars annually in carbon tax. Here ends the Northern cattle
industry.
NFF has lobbied vigorously to have agriculture excluded from
a carbon scheme, which to date has been successful, however,
being a carbon intensive industry particularly, in remote areas
like the Northern Territory there is no such exclusion to our

inputs of fuel, freight, supplements, power and water generation
and general supplies.
While NFF has welcomed the Carbon Farming Initiative, which
may have some perceived benefits in the future, there is nothing
that NTCA recognise that will be beneficial to the Northern
Cattle Industry.
NFF has also seen considerable change in the past year. With
David Crombie finishing his fourth year as president, Jock
Laurie is the newly elected President with Duncan Fraser taking
the role of the Vice President position. Ben Fargher resigned
earlier this year to follow other pursuits after serving NFF as
CEO for six years and eleven years working in NFF House.
Denita Warne has been acting CEO up till two weeks ago. Matt
Linnegar has just stepped into the CEO role from a background
with AMLC, Ricegrowers Association and Murrumbidgee
Irrigation.
Once again I would like to thank the staff
of NFF for their encouragement and
support in the past year.
Roy Chisholm NFF REPRESENTATIVE
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CATTLE COUNCIL REPORT
NTCA AGM 31ST MARCH 2011 – STOCK FEED AND CUBE SHED KATHERINE.
Afternoon members & invited guests of the NTCA.
Cattle Council has for the most part been able to carry out its
core role as our industry’s Peak Council during the past year in a
reasonably effective manner.
That said there have been and remain several unresolved issues for
Cattle Council, both on an internal and an external level, which I
will deal with in more detail as I move through this report.
I will address firstly issues close to home for us here in the NT.
Indonesian Live Export Situation.

Cattle Council has monitored and participated in efforts to
better understand and resolve the situation affecting the trading
arrangements with Indonesia.
These efforts revolved primarily around the two key issues of the
weight restrictions and the issuance of permits.
CCA Executive Director David Inall accompanied Rohan
Sullivan in a delegation to Jakarta which met with the New
Director General of Livestock Services in the Indonesian
Government on 24th November of 2010, in what was described
as a very constructive and open meeting.

This report was carried out by a professor from the University of
Melbourne, a professor from the Royal Vet College, University
of London, a Beef cattle veterinarian from Brisbane and an
Australian Doctor.
The report was publicly released on 26th January this year.
At that time CCA President Greg Brown and ED David Inall
were in Indonesia principally to observe Australian cattle at
point of slaughter.
I selectively quote from the Executive Summary of the Final
Report:
“The trade in Australian cattle in Indonesia was found to be
transparent and the tour group received unfettered access to facilities
and staff.”
“Animal welfare was generally good.”
“Australian cattle in Indonesia were generally found to be coping
well with the conditions to which they were exposed.”
Unquote.
Despite the generally positive report Animal Welfare Groups
seized on occasional incidence of non-compliance mentioned in
the report and used the report as another opportunity to attack
the live trade.

It is my personal view that in the longer
term the Australian public will not accept
Australian Animals being treated in any way
that would be unacceptable here, wherever
they happen to be in the world.

This included a letter from the RSPCA to Minister Ludwig
condemning the trade, with particular focus on the point of
slaughter and limited use of stunning.

We are yet to see any significant indicators that changes to the
current situation are to hand.

It is my personal view that in the longer term the Australian
public will not accept Australian Animals being treated in any
way that would be unacceptable here, wherever they happen to
be in the world.

Reports continue to trickle through regarding the types and
numbers of Indonesian Cattle being slaughtered, which do
indicate that market pressures may eventually force some
adjustment, but the timing and format of that is firmly in the
hands of the Indonesian Government.
Animal Welfare In Indonesia and Abroad In
General.

In early 2010 MLA, Livecorp and the Australian Federal Govt
commissioned an independent report into the Live Trade with a
particular focus on Animal Welfare.
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The issue of Animal Welfare practises in Indonesia is firmly on
the radar of the RSPCA, and we as an Industry will have to
address the concerns of this well respected mainstream Animal
Welfare Organisation more often in the future.

The adjustment period for standards such as ours to be
implemented in our Live Export markets will be considerable,
therefore I believe the sooner we accept this as a basic aim the
better off we will be in the long run.
I should add that there are plenty who disagree with me here
and this is not current CCA policy.
Animal Welfare Standards & Guidelines

This document is still under development and is in the review
stage at present.
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NSWF have raised a concern with the use of the word
‘competent’ in the Guidelines on the grounds that it may result
in Farmers needing to attain a qualification to farm.

Some here would argue I am sure that the waybills are actually
more effective than the RFID and unquestionably more
economical.

As a result of this CCA has resolved to oppose the use of the
word ‘competent’ in the Guidelines.

We are fortunate that this is actually a State decision and we are
strongly supported by the NT Government.

I look forward to what the replacement word may be.

Nevertheless at a National level this issue will not go away in the
longer term.

NLIS & RFID

The exemption to RFID use available to NT Producers has been
raised at all Cattle Council meetings that I have attended in the
past year.
At the recent Council meeting in Yass I was blindsided by the
ALEC policy on RFID use. This policy was a surprise to me, and
would be to most NT live exporting producers I would think.
There is a strong feeling in some other states that we are not
participating in the National Livestock Identification Scheme,
and until we do some believe it will not be a “National” system.
Can I say that when I went to school NLIS did not spell RFID.
It is the view of the NTCA which is being strongly represented
by me at Cattle Council that the alternative pathway offered
by the Federal Government and accepted by the NT whereby
Cattle may transit direct from a ‘Property of Birth’ to Live
Export or an NT Abattoir with an NT Waybill, is a part of the
NLIS Scheme, and I should add a very effective part of it.

Your CCA delegate should resist it as strongly as possible, whilst
ever it remains in the best interests of NT producers to do so.
PASTURE FED BEEF STANDARD

The development of a two tiered Pasture Fed Standard has
continued with an announcement in December of 2010
of some details of these proposed standards. This is a CCA
initiative.
There is still plenty of work to be done before it is finalized
based on the CCA Pasture Fed Standards Committee’s report to
the full council at the recent meeting in Yass.
The report included some important unresolved issues around
the auditing requirements.
In the current format both tiers of this standard offer nothing to
NT producers due to the requirement for compliance that the
product grades MSA.

Advancing and Protecting the Interests of Cattle Producers in the Northern Territory Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association

23

If you’re not vaccinating for botulism every year, the success of your operation
may be on the line.
When you vaccinate annually, there’s a better chance of picking up and protecting
the cattle you may have missed the year before.
You can also save yourself a lot of time and hassle, because you don’t have to worry
about complicated management programs. But more importantly, annual botulism
vaccination enhances the level of immunity in your cattle, which is the reason
you’re vaccinating in the first place.
So make a date for botulism every year, vaccinate with Ultravac® Botulinum and Longrange®.

Will you lose a worker because you
missed a yearly botulism vaccination?

For more information talk to your Beef Product Specialist on 1800 335 374.

Health. Performance. Growth.
www.pfizeranimalhealth.com.au
Pfizer Australia Pty Ltd 38–42 Wharf Road, West Ryde NSW 2114
® Registered trademark of Pfizer. PAL0501/NTC

Cattle Council Report continued

Torbay Bill and Domestic Beef Retail
Register.

The first major issue on the table during the past year was the
Food Amendment: Meat Grading Bill (Commonly known
as the Torbay Bill) which had been passed by both Houses of
NSW Parliament and signed into Law by the State Governor,
and was awaiting proclamation by the Minister.
Whilst this Bill related only to NSW law, it had, and still has
the potential for much more widespread ramifications for
domestic beef marketing.
This Bill if proclaimed in its original format would have had
some beef on our shelves labelled Low Quality & Low Grade
among other equally outrageous terms, and common terms
such as ‘budget’ were to be banned unless accompanied by ‘low
quality, low grade’.
The CCA supports truth in labelling, but to qualify beef as ‘low
grade’ purely based on the age of the animal does not represent the
truth, and would have been an appalling reflection on our product.
The NSW Minister had been lobbied extensively by RMAC, CCA
and MLA and had agreed to a compromise in terms of the language
available to retailers in the Domestic Beef Marketing Register.
Through these efforts of RMAC and the Peak Councils,
including Cattle Council, a more reasonable, albeit far from
ideal set of terms is in use today.
It is interesting, and concerning, that a Private Member such
as Richard Torbay, who was the Independent Speaker of a State
Parliament, could introduce and have enacted a bill, sponsored
by a large employer in his electorate, which had the potential to
cause real damage to a National Industry.
Given the results in the NSW Elections on Saturday last I
wonder whether such influence will be available to the same
member in this term of Government.
Coles & HGP

The decision announced by Coles on Boxing Day 2010 to sell
only beef that had never been treated with an HGP certainly
created a storm of publicity and more than a few headaches for
Cattle Council.

The CCA supports truth in labelling, but to
qualify beef as ‘low grade’ purely based on
the age of the animal does not represent the
truth, and would have been an appalling
reflection on our product.
The general view of CCA is that Cole’s choice of product is up
to them but that as an Industry we must not accept any truth in
labelling breaches.
Personally I hold the view that this is a clear case of stigmatising
competitor’s product for commercial gain, and there is no
shortage of research that claims to prove that such activity does
provide sectoral gain but reduces the value of the whole.
The current milk price debacle instigated by Coles and adopted
by Woolworths has been noted by CCA with much concern.
CCA has supported the Dairy Industry in their request for
Fighting Fund support for an ACCC inquiry into Predatory
Pricing.
Global Conference on Sustainable Beef

This conference was held in Denver, Colorado from 1st to 3rd
November 2010.
The hosting partners were WWF, Macdonald’s, Cargill, Intervet
Schering Plough and Walmart.
It was attended by a CCA delegation in President Greg
Brown, Executive Director David Inall and Queensland CCA
Councillor Justin MacDonnell.
Whilst the attendance of our Peak Council at an event
sponsored by WWF raised plenty of eyebrows all reports from
the delegation were that it was a positive event and a timely
opportunity to engage with the Global beef supply chain.
The conference was well attended by representative from around
the world, including our counterparts from the USA, Canada,
New Zealand and numerous South American countries.
In summary the conference provided an opportunity to:

The issue for many councillors is not as clear as it seems to most
of us in the North.

• Share Information

CCA stopped short of condemning the move outright but has
concerns, particularly with the ‘more tender’ aspect of the Coles
labelling program and has and will continue to address this
direct with Coles in the belief that it is not true in many cases.

• Promote what is being done right

To label mince and even beef stock ‘more tender’ has to be
considered a dubious claim at best and deliberately misleading
at worst.

• Build Relationships

• Focus on Science based measurable outcomes framed by the
triple bottom lines of economic prosperity, environmental
integrity and social responsibility.
The concerns held by CCA prior to the conference were not
realised.
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www.territorynrm.org.au

www.ntinfonet.org.au
This website provides land managers and planners in the Northern Territory with standardised
Natural Resource Management (NRM) profiles of areas in forms suitable for planning.
Users can select an area of interest such as
National Parks, Local Government areas and
catchments or by tracing out a boundary on a map
with the mouse. Various types of NRM information
can then be viewed for the selected area.
Maps display patterns of vegetation, soils and fire
history, Charts and Tables show the areas and
percentage cover of soils and vegetation etc.
Species and Management Reports are available
with management guidelines for threatened species,
pest animals and weeds recorded in the area, as
well as general management guidelines for wildlife.

www.landmanager.org.au
The website aims to meet the information needs
of North Australian land managers including
pastoralists, Landcare and Indigenous Ranger
groups, and government agencies.
It enables people to make better land
management decisions by providing information
on the soils, pasture and plants and animals that
need to be looked after, and on the problems land
managers face, such as wildfire, weeds and pest
animals. Importantly, the site allows North
Australian land managers to share information.
NT Infonet and the Northern Land Manager websites were created with the support of Territory Natural Resource Management,
Charles Darwin University, the Northern Territory Government and the Australian Government.

Cattle Council Report continued

At the end of the day consumers pay for everything.

KOREAN FTA

The Cattle Councils view of the opportunities presented under
the Carbon Farming Initiative concur with that of the NTCA.

Progress continues toward this vital instrument for the Beef
Industry.
Members should be aware that the USA actually has a FTA with
Korea which only requires ratification by the houses on both
sides of the Pacific to commence.
Currently Australia and the USA are both subject to a 40%
tariff on beef imports into Korea. The USA FTA allows for that
to reduce by 2.5% per annum from ratification.
This means that for every year’s start they get on Australia they
get a 2.5% trade advantage for 15 years.
If they had 3 years start it would equate to a 7.5% trade
advantage for 15 years.
This is not a head start the Australian Beef Industry can afford.
Securing import parity is vital to our interests, thus we are
requesting US equivalent or better.
Cattle Council is taking every opportunity to promote
the urgency of this Agreement to the Australian Federal
Government.
It should be noted that it is reported that Korea are as keen as
Australia in getting this done, and that the outstanding issues at
my last late update revolve principally around the motor vehicle
industries.
CARBON

Nothing at present seems to engage the ire of beef producers
more than the thought of a Carbon Tax.
I am pleased to report that the CCA policy adopted at the
recent meeting in Yass is “that CCA opposes any price on
carbon”. Full Stop.
The grounds for this position are that it will increase the price
of food and has the potential to adversely impact our industries
International competitiveness.
Personally I welcome the current exclusion of Agriculture, but it
is vital that we recognise that the knock on effect of any Carbon
price will be hugely detrimental to the Beef Industry.
We in the NT will be disproportionately affected as the freight
component of every single thing we have to buy is greater than
for the majority of Australians.
We should also beware that Professor Garnaut has left the door
open for the inclusion of Agriculture in the future.
My view may be simplistic but I cannot fathom how any
Government can honestly claim that consumers won’t be worse
off with a Carbon Price.

That is that there is very little on offer to Beef Producers and the
take-up will be minimal.
It will be no compensation for the costs incurred under a
Carbon Price.
MLA

Every CCA meeting devotes a lot of time to reviewing MLA
programs and budgets.
This is a vital role of the Cattle Council and it is important that
the Council is able to maintain its independence in order to be
able to carry this out without any conflict of interest.
The programs are many, the figures are at times extraordinary
and the importance of getting these things right is vital to the
ongoing progression of our Industry and our product.
I am of the belief that MLA on the whole is performing well and
is focused in the areas where it is needed at the present time.
This is not to say MLA is perfect, no business or organisation is,
but they are on the right track in general.
That said it is apparent to me that we are entering a quite
different phase of food supply and demand in a Global sense, to
what we have experienced during my lifetime.
This will require some adjustment to MLA’s focus in the years
ahead.
Cattle Councils notes that a major shift in the Senior roles at
MLA is fast approaching with CEO Mr David Palmer and
Chairman Mr Don Heatley both to vacate their roles in 2011.
I am sure our Industry will suitably acknowledge the
contribution made by both these individuals in due course.
CATTLE COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

Membership of Cattle Council continues to haunt the
organisation.
New South Wales Farmers decided to dictate to Cattle Council
in 2010 that they would not be paying the full subscription.
This was not a decision based on current financial problems, but
in response to falling membership in their own organisation.
CCA were forced to reduce NSWF representation on the
Council and prohibit the NSW Councillors from serving as
office bearers.
Due to financial difficulties the VFF are in the same boat.
CCA was fortunate that SAFF were able to come back into the
fold as members in 2010.
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Established in 1973, Australian Rural Exports Pty
Ltd (AUSTREX) is a leading Australian exporter of
Livestock, forging a strong reputation internationally for
integrity, quality and reliability.
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At the end of the day,
it’s experience
that matters most.
At Territory Rural, our staff have been living
and breathing the Territory for almost 90 years.
And you don’t work at something for that long
without getting bloody good at it.
Territory Rural offers complete rural services
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Cattle Council Report continued

A request for a reduction in fees has been received by at least
one other SFO this year.
The view is held by one significant SFO that CCA should
become a subcommittee of NFF. I cannot see how that would
serve our Industry in a satisfactory manner, nor save any costs in
the long run.
In light of these ongoing issues the CCA executive had earlier
directed a review of the structure of the Council and the
Executive with addressing the cost pressures imposed on the
Council in trying to maintain the representation of Industry
with reduced funds as the priority of that review.
I am not encouraged by what I have seen so far in the first draft
proposal for structural change, but accept the status quo cannot
continue.
In most cases the issue is not a fundamental one with CCA,
rather a response to falling memberships in respective SFO.
CATTLE COUNCIL STAFF & FINANCES

Cattle Council continue to be served by a small, stable and
committed team led by Executive Director David Inall.
Due to the membership issues mentioned above the financial
resources available to be able to carry out the core functions
of CCA are shrinking, and the staff should be commended on
their efforts to do so.
The question is often raised to me that CCA should source
operating funds from the levy. That would be a simple solution

but would raise more problems than it would solve, principally
due to conflicts of interest and the legal issue of a Producer
Group being effectively funded by a Tax.
An initiative of note in 2010 was the introduction of the NAB
Agribusiness Rising Champion Award which saw entrants from
across the country represent their State Farm Organisations
at the CCA AGM in Launceston in November. This was an
excellent program. Our NT candidates were very hard to
separate, and I hope to see that continue this year.
IN CLOSING

Firstly thanks to the members of the NTCA for allowing me the
privilege of representing you on the Cattle Council Executive
for the past year.
Thanks also to Executive Director Luke Bowen and President
Rohan Sullivan for their support and advise.
I must also thank my employers in Peter & Jane Hughes.
My time is their time, and they have always encouraged me to
spend some of it being involved in the NTCA and its activities.
As always thanks to my family in Dianne,
Daniel and Sam for their tolerating my
absences.
Thank You.
George Scott NTCA Cattle Council Delegate
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Remote

Health Services
Helping the bush stay in shape
Top End
Incorporating Darwin rural, East Arnhem and Katherine districts.
General Manager Top End
Remote Health Services

Phone: 8922 6756
Fax:
8922 6777

For a list of health centres and details about visiting medical services
telephone 8922 8220.
Remote Medical Practitioner (RMP) On Call
For telephone consultations and Aerial Medical Service retrievals contact
your hospital as indicated below and ask for the RMP who will be paged,
and will return your call. If your call is urgent, tell the operator when your
call is answered.
Darwin Rural and Katherine districts:
RoyAl DARwIn HoSPItAl

Phone: 8922 8888

East Arnhem district:
Gove HoSPItAl

Phone: 8987 0211

Information on emergency Medical Kits for pastoral properties, including
application forms and details of training days, telephone 8922 8220.
Send completed forms to the Senior Rural Medical Practitioner –
operations, Po Box 40596 CASUARInA 0811 or fax to 8922 7799.
Central Australia
Incorporating the Barkly and Alice Springs districts.
General Manager Central Australia
Remote Health Services

Phone: 8951 7800
Fax:
8951 7185

For a list of health centres and details about visiting medical services,
as well as general enquiries, telephone 8951 7808.
Remote Medical Practitioner (RMP) On Call
For telephone consultations and Aerial Medical Service retrievals contact:
All HoURS

Phone: 8951 7840

Information on emergency Medical Kits for pastoral properties, including
application forms.
Phone: 8951 7794
Send completed forms to the Chief Poisons Inspector,
Po Box 40596 CASUARInA nt 0811 or fax to 8922 7200.
For Details of training Days telephone 8951 7010.
All emergency medicine kit licence holders are requested to check
kits and replace out of date or damaged items.

www.healthynt.nt.gov.au

2011 conference BRANDING THE NT
The 2011 conference was held in Katherine, 300 km south of Darwin and central to some of the Top End’s
biggest pastoral properties. Delegates came from across the NT, Australia and overseas.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
7.00am

Registration

8:00am

Welcome Address
Rohan Sullivan
NTCA President

8.15am	Official Opening
Senator the Hon Joe Ludwig
Federal Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry
8.35am

Australia, Asia and the World
Dr Kenneth Chern
Murdoch University,former White House
Director of Asian Affairs

9.15am

Profit and a Global Outlook
Wayne Gordon
Rabobank Food and Agribusiness
Research

9.45am

Beef Economic Outlook
Tim McRae
Meat and Livestock Australia

10.30am	Morning Tea
11:00am The Future of the Beef Industry
Paul Higgins
Emergent Futures Pty Ltd
11.30am Genetics Technology
Dr Heather Burrow
CEO of Cooperative Research Centre for
Beef Technologies (Beef CRC)

Our 27th conference was the biggest ever with over
450 delegates and 500 for the dinner. Northern Feed and Cube
provided a shed that was transformed into a world class venue
in the regional town of Katherine.

1.15pm

A presentation of the Findings from the
Northern Carbon Roundtable
Mick Keogh
Director of Australian Farm Institute

The conference looked at the changing face of our region and
how we can position ourselves to take a long term share in
emerging opportunities. Even at a time of increasing attention
on world food security and increasing demand for protein,
our industry will need to adapt and innovate to meet the
expectations of consumers and regulators.

1.45pm

Climate Science and Policy
Joanne Nova
Scientist and climate change commentator

The program aimed to confront, stimulate and drive thought
and change in an industry recognised for its proud history,
unity and progressive outlook.

2:15pm

Cattle and Our Environment
David Mason Jones
Author of ‘Should Meat be on the Menu?’

2.45pm

Afternoon Tea

The conference also acknowledged and celebrated the
achievements of our great industry and that of the Northern
Territory, which celebrates 100 years since its separation from
South Australia with a ‘branding of the hide event’.

3:05pm

Panel Session

4:00pm

Closing Address

4.15pm

Conference Closes

12.15pm	Lunch
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Australia in Asia and the World:
The Quest for Balance
Speech by Professor Kenneth S. Chern to the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association Annual Conference
Katherine, Northern Territory, Thursday, 1 April 2011
His Honor Mr. Tom Pauling, Administrator of the Northern
Territory, and Mrs. Tessa Pauling; Senator The Honorable
Joe Ludwig, Federal Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries; The Honorable Kezia Purick, Deputy Leader of the
Opposition; Senator the Honorable Nigel Scullion, representing
the Northern Territory; Mrs. (Ibu) Wiwiek Setyawati, Deputy
Chief of Mission, Embassy of Indonesia; Mr. (Pak) Bambang
Daranindra, Acting Consul, Consulate of Indonesia in
the Northern Territory; Mrs. (Ibu) Aloysia Endang, Head,
Indonesian Investment Promotion Centre, Sydney; Mr.
Denny Lesmana, First Secretary – Economic Affairs, Embassy
of Indonesia; Mrs (Ibu) Nadia Sumampouw, Vice Consul –
Economic Affairs, Consulate of Indonesia in the Northern
Territory; Mr. Jock Laurie, President, National Farmers
Federation; Mr. Don Heatley, Chairman, Meat and Livestock
Australia; Mr. Rohan Sullivan, President, Northern Territory
Cattlemen’s Association; Dr. Ross Ainsworth, President,
Northern Territory Livestock Exporters Association; Mr. (Pak)
Ibrahim, Livestock Services Office, Provincial Government
of East Kalimantan, Indonesia, and his delegation; Mr. Luke
Bowen, Executive Director, Northern Territory Cattlemen’s
Association; NTCA life members; my fellow-speakers;
distinguished guests: I am honored to deliver the keynote
address at the NTCA’s annual conference for 2011.
I’ll confess that since am not an expert in livestock or
agriculture, I turned to a couple of scientists at Murdoch
University for a bit of advice on approaching this speech. The
scientists were Professor John Pluske, Director of Murdoch’s
Institute for Animal Research; and Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Peter McGilchrist, who is working on links between animal
temperament, feedlot performance, and muscle-glycogen levels
at slaughter. And it turns out that Peter received his Ph.D.
scholarship and operating funds from the Cooperative Research
Centre for Beef Genetic Technologies, represented here today by
Dr. Heather Burrow; and he received his science and innovation
postdoctoral award, granted by the Australian Meat Processor
Corporation, from Senator Ludwig at a ceremony in Canberra
just three weeks ago. So it’s a small world!
I come from an urban background myself, born and raised in
New York City. And as someone who has mostly experienced
life in the cities of America, Asia, and Australia, and who was
trained as an historian, I am a bit humbled to address this
gathering of agricultural and scientific experts. Yet I recall that
growing up in New York, some of my greatest heroes were
not city dwellers but rural people – Davey Crockett and Paul

Professor Kenneth S. Chern
We live in a changing region and an evolving world
where many of our accepted understandings are likely to
change rapidly over coming decades. Dr Chern, former
United States of America Consul General to Perth has
served in the White House as Director of Asian Affairs, the
State Department’s China Desk, the Japan Desk, and the
Australia/ New Zealand Desk. Dr Chern’s postings have
included Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Beijing, Taipei, Hong
Kong, Manila, and Cebu. Now working as Professorial
Research Fellow at Murdoch University, Western Australia
Dr Chern is an expert in Asian affairs. He discusses the
key drivers of success in our region, and how Australia, the
Northern Territory and our industry, can build relationships
today to secure our future in the region.

Bunyan, and the ranchers of the “Ponderosa” on the American
television series “Bonanza.” And it has struck me that one
interesting similarity between Australia and the United States
is that both our populations are generally urban, yet the
imagination of our populations is captured by the open spaces
– the Outback or bush in Australia, the Frontier or the Wild
West in America. We Americans ride cars called Broncos and
Mustangs to work because, as we travel from our suburban
homes to our offices in the city, we’re driving a car, but in our
hearts, we’re cowboys on horseback in Wyoming, driving the
herd. The rural experience is deep in our imagination, and
agriculture and stock-breeding are important to both our
countries both for food security and for what it does for our
souls, and it is worth preserving and defending. And it’s in that
spirit of humility that I’d like to address you today.
The subject of my speech is “Australia in Asia and the World,”
and I would like to try to spotlight some trends and issues that
bear on Australia generally and on the Northern Territories and
your cattle industry in particular. We’ll look at three themes –
the overarching issue of China’s rise and U.S.-China economic
relations, and how those relations will affect all of the AsiaPacific, including Australia; the developing economic landscape
in Asia, particularly in Southeast Asia, which is crucial to
Australia’s future; and the ways in which Australians generally,
and the NTCA in particular, may be able to adjust to current
and future trends. And the theme that arises in all these areas,
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Australia in Asia and the World: The Quest for
Balance continued

in the aftermath of the Global Financial Crisis and amidst the
ongoing power shifts in the region, is the need for balance:
correction of global financial imbalances; balancing economic
imperatives by all the nations of the Asia-Pacific, including
Australia; balance by the Australian cattle industry in its trade
relationships, so that the industry continues to deepen its ties
with traditional trading partners while expanding its horizons to
pursue new trade and export ties.
Looking at the first theme, the rise of China, it is clear that
Australia has a great stake in U.S.-China relations, because
China is Australia’s greatest market, while the United States is
Australia’s closest ally, and like all nations in the Asia-Pacific,
Australia will be greatly affected by the ability or inability of the
U.S. and China to get along. The historical context of this issue
is significant. The past few decades have been characterized by
sharp discontinuities in world politics. In 1990, the collapse
of the Soviet Union ended a half-century of Cold War, which
had been characterized by a Soviet-American contest for global
power, and ushered in a decade of relative U.S. dominance,
in which the U.S. actually had an economic surplus for a few
years. The 9/11 attacks of 2001, and the first Bali bombings a
year later, occasioned a period of sharp focus on terrorism and
Islamist fundamentalism, including expensive and contentious
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. In 2008, the near-collapse of the
world financial system brought on the global financial crisis and
its aftermath, shaking the foundations and the confidence of the
West’s economic system. For this whole period – in fact, since
1978 – the key historical continuity in world affairs has been
the rise of China’s economic power, to the point where China
has emerged as the world’s second-largest economy, and may in
coming decades challenge America’s economic position.

Looking at the first theme, the rise of China,
it is clear that Australia has a great stake
in U.S.-China relations, because China is
Australia’s greatest market, while the United
States is Australia’s closest ally, and like all
nations in the Asia-Pacific, Australia will be
greatly affected by the ability or inability of
the U.S. and China to get along.
For China and America, the world’s two largest economies,
to get along will require resetting the balance of their bilateral
financial relationship which, over the course of the past
decade, has been characterized by over-saving by the Chinese
people, over-spending by the American people, and China’s
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accumulation of almost $1 trillion worth of U.S. government
debt. Creating a new balance will not be easy. The global
financial crisis has weakened the U.S. economy, spotlighted
China’s growing prowess as an economic power, and prompted
U.S. officials such as Secretary of the Treasury Timothy
Geithner to complain that China is maintaining its currency
– the renminbi -- at artificially an artificially low rate, to drive
export-led growth and discourage imports, thereby costing
Americans their jobs. Some of China’s European and Asian
trade partners harbor similar complaints, though they are
reluctant to express them lest they offend the Chinese.
For their part, Chinese leaders contend that they are indeed
letting the renminbi rise in value, that to do so too quickly
would imperil Chinese jobs, and that the U.S. is devaluing
its own currency through the dissemination of money in the
economy under the fiscal policy of “quantitative easing.” Yet
the Chinese and U.S. economies are so intertwined that there
is no realistic alternative to reasonable accommodation; both
sides must make compromises to rebalance their financial
relations lest economic frictions lead to conflict that could
undermine the prosperity of both countries and the Asia-Pacific
economic system. The adjustment is already occurring through
inflation in China which is making Chinese exports relatively
more expensive, but continued progress will require effort and
political will in both Washington and Beijing.
Less spotlighted but ultimately more potent issues in China’s
economic relations abroad are intellectual property rights and
Chinese actions to restrict the market for traders from the
United States, Australia, and other countries. Under the policy
of “indigenous innovation,” adopted in 2006, China is seeking
to reduce its dependence on foreign technology, currently at
50%, to 20% by 2020, and has implemented the policy in a
fashion that disadvantages foreign traders. For instance, in order
to be a recognized vendor in Chinese government procurement,
a company would have to demonstrate that its products
included indigenous innovation and were free of foreign
intellectual property – a crippling condition for aspiring foreign
suppliers. China has also used subsidies, onerous local-content
requirements, and other measures to drive down the costs
for Chinese companies producing clean-energy technologies
such as solar panels and wind turbines, disadvantaging foreign
clean-technology companies from Silicon Valley, California to
Pamplona, Spain and beyond. Though many of these practices
violate rules of the World Trade Organization, many foreign
firms dare not complain for fear of forfeiting lucrative business
in China. However some firms, such as General Electric, of the
U.S., and Germany’s Siemens, have voice public concerns about
growing difficulties of doing business in China.
Australia’s largest exports to China, its number-one trading
partner, are energy and mineral products – notably iron ore
and coal -- that the Chinese badly need to maintain their rapid
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economic expansion. Spiking bilateral trade amounted to over
$90 billion in 2009-10, with Australia enjoying a positive
balance. Therefore, China trade has not been quite as fraught an
issue for Australia as it has for other countries – although there
have been contentious issues over Australian exports to China of
some agricultural products and services.
More notably, Australia has experienced political tensions in
dealing with Chinese investment, given that much of this
investment comes through Chinese state-owned enterprises.
In 2008, the Commonwealth Treasurer, The Honorable
Wayne Swan, pointed out in a speech in China that Australia
welcomes investment that is commercially based. Principles
that the Treasury adopted that year with regard to foreign
investment stated: “Investors with links to foreign governments
may not operate solely in accordance with normal commercial
considerations and my instead pursue broader political or
strategic objectives that could be contrary to Australia’s national
interest.” In May 2009, ties with China were strained when
Rio Tinto, the British-Australian mining giant, spurned a
$19.5-billion bid by the Chinese state-owned firm Chinalco
to double its stake in Rio Tinto’s Western Australian iron ore
operations, opting instead to seal a deal to merge the operations
with those of another giant miner, BHP Billiton. Two months
later, Stern Hu, Rio Tinto’s head of iron ore marketing in
China, was arrested in Shanghai, on charges of receiving
bribes and stealing commercial secrets – a development that
few believed to be a coincidence, and sent a chill through the
Australian business community.
As with financial rebalancing, resolving the problems of China’s
policies designed to advantage Chinese interests at the expense
of China’s trading and investment partners will not be easy,
and again, the solution will require a balanced approach.
On the one hand, China’s many trade partners need to take
both multilateral and bilateral actions – in the World Trade
Organization, and in their own trade policies – including, if
need be, blunt instruments such as tariffs -- to hold China
accountable for unfair policies and nudge China toward respect
for the norms of the international economic order rather than
attempts to overturn those norms.
On the other hand, the United States and China’s other
trading and investment partners, from Europe through Asia
to Australia, should also take note of what China is doing
right – its massive investment in research and development,
its graduation of half a million engineers every year, its rapid
expansion of its university system, its citizens’ frugality – and
raise their own game in the same areas. They must achieve
unified approaches to meet their debt and deficit problems,
invest strategically to drive innovation in renewable energy,
and retool their students’ capabilities, both to cooperate and to
compete with China and other emerging economies who will be
formidable players in a highly competitive era of globalization.

A balanced approach, holding both China and themselves
accountable, will be key to securing the economic future of the
Asia-Pacific and the planet.
For Australia in particular, this will mean ensuring that human
resources match mineral, energy, and agricultural resources. Like
the United States, Australia faces problems in producing enough
top scientific talent, and is dissatisfied with its educational
rankings vis-à-vis other industrial democracies in Europe and

A balanced approach, holding both China
and themselves accountable, will be key to
securing the economic future of the AsiaPacific and the planet.
Asia. A couple of years ago, at a conference in Perth, I heard
The Honorable Kim Beazley, not long before his appointment
as Ambassador to Washington, made the point that the best
statistic about Western Australia was not the amount of iron ore
it pulled out of the ground, nor the volume of natural gas it sold
to Japan – it was that, of all the mining software used around
the world, some 70% was developed in Western Australia. I
think the point is clear: we need to jump-start our education
so that, no matter what state of the mines, the price of gas, or
the world market for cattle a generation or more down the line,
our young people will have the skills and intellect to keep our
nations at the cutting edge of a global knowledge economy.
In addressing Australia’s particular questions about investment
by Chinese state-owned enterprises, it will be prudent
to continue to make government decisions on incoming
investment in a non-discriminatory fashion, with a welcome for
commercial investment but a close look at proposed investments
by government-controlled companies from any nation into
sectors that are related to national-security.
Looking at the second theme, we can see trends throughout
Asia, and in Southeast Asia in particular, demanding from
Australia and other Western nations a conscious, vigorous,
and balanced approach to encourage regional development,
prosperity, and global cooperation. In the absence of progress in
the World Trade Organization’s Doha Round of trade talks in
recent years, a key trend in East Asia has been the proliferation
of free trade agreements – the so-called FTAs – to break down
trade barriers and promote economic recovery from the global
financial crisis. Masahiro Kawai and Ganeshan Wignaraja
of the Asian Development Bank note that the number of
FTAs in the region has spiked from three to about 50 in the
past decade, with roughly 80 more in train. There is also an
FTA in negotiation between China and the 11 nations in the
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Australia in Asia and the World: The Quest for
Balance continued

Association of Southeast Asian Nations – the grouping known
as ASEAN. And there are notions to develop other regional
arrangements such as the ASEAN nations plus China, Japan,
and South Korea. In actuality, such deals are not so much
free trade agreements, as preferential trade agreements that
discriminate against outsiders and tend to create a regional bloc
rather than promoting global trade, as envisioned in the World
Trade Organization.
On the other hand, an extreme example of fragmentation in
the region has been identified by Geoff Wade, who notes that
the Greater Mekong Subregion, comprised of five mainland
Southeast Asian countries and southern China, is coming
increasingly under Chinese economic control. In effect, China
is using is huge size and its proximity to the five mainland
Southeast Asian countries – Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand,
and Vietnam – to determine the direction of smaller nations,
split them off from the six maritime Southeast Asian members
of ASEAN, and tie them tightly to China.
Neither creating a regional trade bloc nor hiving off part of
ASEAN through tight ties with China is in the interest of
a vibrant, independent Asia-Pacific, nor of expanding and
liberalizing world trade. That is why movement towards a
Trans Pacific Partnership, is so significant. The Trans Pacific
Partnership would be a regional free trade agreement building
on a Free Trade Agreement concluded by New Zealand, Chile,
Singapore and Brunei in 2005. Australia, along with Peru,
Vietnam, Malaysia, and the United States, is now interested in
joining, and the first negotiations took place in Melbourne in
March 2010. Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Taiwan, and
Canada have also expressed interest. The aim is to move toward
an Asia-Pacific-wide free-trade zone, and a strong platform for
moving ahead with global trade liberalization. It will be crucial
for Australia, the United States, Singapore, and other leading
free-trade advocates within the Trans Pacific Partnership to
balance the strengthening of regional trade cooperation with
efforts to drive global trade liberalization through the World
Trade Organization.
Of particular importance to Australia in the region is its close
neighbor, Indonesia – the world’s largest Muslim nation, a
brand-new democracy, a member of the world’s largest 20
economies, and an archipelago with enormous natural resources
astride the world’s most important trade routes. Indonesia’s
economy grew throughout the global financial crisis, and
expanded by 6% or a little more in 2010. However, Thee
KianWie of the Indonesian Institute of Sciences has observed
that investment in new manufacturing ventures to construct
operational facilities from the ground up has been low, that
and foreign direct investment in manufacturing is close to nil,

adding that more foreign investment in manufacturing would
boost employment, reduce poverty, and underpin further
economic expansion. He calls also for more investment in
social infrastructure to improve health services and all levels
of education. In this context, Australia’s strong program of
development assistance to help Indonesians achieve universal
access to education through ninth grade, its teacher exchange
projects, and its awarding of over 300 scholarships per year to
Indonesians, will be crucial to building the human capability on
which Indonesia’s future, and the continuing friendship between
Australia and Indonesia, rest. If anything, such educational
assistance should be expanded, and certainly not reduced.

To develop our economic and trade ties in a
truly comprehensive fashion, we must also
develop our cultural ties, which will provide
the mutual understanding on which our joint
enterprise depends.
And I think it’s very important to spotlight how such ties as
trade, direct investment, and educational exchange underline
the very important personal relationships – the people-to-people
ties – which are the foundation of international friendship and
understanding. As we trade, and as we live and work together in
businesses, neighborhoods, and schools, we come to understand
one another’s cultures, and make ourselves truly international
citizens.
To develop our economic and trade ties in a truly
comprehensive fashion, we must also develop our cultural ties,
which will provide the mutual understanding on which our
joint enterprise depends. When I lived in Hong Kong and
China, it became clear to me that the American style of coming
to town and getting right down to business would not be a
productive approach. Rather, you needed to establish a personal
relationship, share dinners, spend time, and demonstrate the
long-term commitment to convince your hosts that this was
not merely a quest for quick profits, but a mission to establish
an enduring bond. Learning the customs of your host helped
to develop and strengthen that bond. We learned that Chinese
people on a journey would bring back lychee nuts and tins of
tea – specialties of the region, which they called “teshu” -- for
their close friends and relatives. By observing, learning, and
respecting these customs, we built our own close and enduring
network of relationships. Another example is the exchange of
business cards – you give, and accept, business cards with two
hands, as a form of respect. Many times, in giving and accepting
cards in this way, I sensed in my counterparts an appreciation
for my recognition of their culture. Small gestures like this have
a big impact on intercultural relationships throughout Asia.
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Australia in Asia and the World: The Quest for
Balance continued

Looking at the third theme, we can ask what is the role
of Australia, and in particular of the cattle industry in
the Northern Territory, in the context of these current
developments and prospects in the Asia-Pacific region?
Clearly, Australia has a major role to play, as a major industrial
country and exporter of resources – both mineral, energy, and
agricultural. With a population of just one-third of one percent
of the entire world population, this nation stands at number
fifteen in the world in the size of its economy. Australia also has
weathered the global financial crisis supremely well, with one of
the hottest economies in the developed world. Like most other
nations in the Asia-Pacific, Australia has a vital national interest
in preserving and strengthening an open international trade
system. And it is in Australia’s interest to pursue a balanced
approach, both to continue developing its traditional markets
and to penetrate newer markets, thus avoiding the risks of
putting all its eggs in one basket. An example of this is the
Gorgon natural gas project in the Pilbara. It is notable that
the first two export contracts signed for the Gorgon project in
August 2009 were for gas sales of $50 billion to China, already
a major customer, and of $25 billion to India, a newer entrant
into Australia’s energy sales market. From the standpoint of
prudent trade planning by cultivating a variety of customers,
that makes good sense.

Since last year’s annual general meeting,
export statistics have borne out the wisdom
of expanding the Northern Territory’s range
of export options.
In similar fashion, the Northern Territory cattle industry is
seeking to strengthen its ties with existing customers, and also
to broaden its trading ties abroad, as well it should. In his
2010 report to the annual general meeting of the Northern
Territory Cattlemen’s Association, Executive Director Bowen
remarked that “the Northern Territory currently exports
90% of live cattle to Indonesia and this remains a core focus
to ensure not only the maintenance of this market but also
continued effort to expand market opportunities to other
Southeast Asian countries.” That is prudent planning. However,
I believe that it would be even more prudent to expand this
concept further, to apply globally. That is especially true,
given the goal announced by the Government of Indonesia
to achieve 90% self-sufficiency in beef production by 2014.

at last year’s annual general meeting. The Minister maintained
that to secure its Indonesian market, the Northern Territory
cattle industry should consider expanding its investment in
Indonesian feedlots – a step that would tie in with Indonesia’s
critical need for foreign investment to construct new
operational facilities from the ground up. By the same token,
he commended the opening of new markets, spotlighting the
work of the Northern Territory Livestock Exporters’ Association
with the Khanh Hoa Trading and Investment Company to
begin exporting Northern Territory cattle to Vietnam. Pursuing
such a mix of policies would be far-sighted. It would expand
and deepen the relationship-building between the Northern
Territory and the people and the business communities of
Indonesia, in an equitable and mutually beneficial fashion.
Simultaneously, it would broaden the vision and activity of
the Northern Territory to valuable new trading partners in the
rapidly growing global economy.
Since last year’s annual general meeting, export statistics have
borne out the wisdom of expanding the Northern Territory’s
range of export options. Looking at cattle from all over
Australia, exports to Indonesia for July 2010 to January 2011
were down 45%, compared with the same period a year earlier,
and exports to all of Asia were down 41%. For the same period,
Australia-wide cattle exports to the Middle East were up 145%.
Exports to Turkey, which removed its tariff barriers, spiked
from a mere 168 head to over 66,000. Given the concerns in
among Middle Eastern governments to ensure food security,
trade ties in cattle with those nations are worth a closer look.
Russia has also more than doubled its take. And within Asia,
Vietnam, aspiring to become the next Asian tiger, and dealing
with the growing demand for food from an increasingly wealthy
population, is looking to source the supply to meet some of
this demand, including for beef products, offshore. Although
statistics are volatile and trends cannot be easily discerned, in a
global age it is worth the effort of expanding the scope of export
efforts to test the market worldwide.
Ladies and gentlemen, we live at a time of great challenge
and great opportunity, in Australia, in Asia, and in the
world. Problems of climate change, energy utilization, and
environmental degradation demand to be solved. Threats of
food and water scarcity loom on the horizon. The winds of
change are strong, and sometimes approach gale force. It’s time
for Australia, and the great cattlemen of the Northern Territory,
to stand strong, relish the challenge, take action, and keep your
balance!
Thank you.

The Honorable Kon Vatskalis MLA, Minister for Primary
Industry, Fisheries and Resources, spoke tellingly to this point
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Beef Economic Outlook
Speech by Tim McRae to the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association Annual Conference
Katherine, Northern Territory, Thursday, 1 April 2011
The short term landscape facing the Australian beef and
cattle industry for the remainder of 2011 has been downgraded
from the bright set of opportunities that lifted some cattle
and beef markets to all-time highs throughout early 2011.
A very high A$, contraction in global beef prices, increased
competition from US beef in North Asia and weak returns
from the Japan market have all contributed to a more subdued
outlook for the remainder of 2011. Added to these issues is the
uncertainty that will continue to plague Australia’s live cattle
trade.
However, it must still be clearly stated that the same global
market fundamentals that buoyed beef markets during the
first quarter of 2011 have not vanished – they have just been
eclipsed by another round of global economic concerns. Global
beef cattle herds continue to liquidate, especially in major
exporting nations like the US, Argentina and New Zealand,
while the amount of beef exiting Brazil has been curtailed by a
robust domestic market.
On the demand front, while global beef demand and prices are
expected to maintain their upwards path, increased volatility
is also anticipated, framed by the continuing concerns around
economic conditions in advanced nations. The fact that there
are major economic and consumer concerns in the US, Japan
and Europe accentuates the impact on the beef trade – as they
are all major imported beef markets.
Reflecting on the fallout from the Global Financial Crisis
(GFC) in 2008-09, global beef prices and demand retreated,
as consumers in major importing markets, including Japan,
the US and Europe, all “traded down” in meat preferences,
favouring lower priced meals and cuts. Given the renewed
global economic concerns in mid-2011, there is the real
possibility of this “trading down” occurring again over the short
term, given the extent of the economic issues facing many
advanced nations.
One of the main positives that will continue to underpin
confidence across the Australian beef and cattle industry in the
second half of 2011, and possible well into 2012, is the much
better seasonal conditions. Flooding and unseasonably heavy
rain continued into autumn 2011 in some regions, making it
almost 18 months of above average falls. While creating some
major logistical issues for the movement of livestock in 2011,
the past twelve months has been the wettest and most welcome
in many decades for most producers, enabling some longer term
decision to be made regarding herd rebuilding.

Tim McRae
Tim has been with Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA)
on-and-off for the past 9 years, commencing as a graduate
of Agricultural Economics from the University of Sydney.
He is responsible for the bi-annual publication of MLA’s
Beef and Cattle Industry Projections – a detailed analysis
of the direction and factors influencing Australia’s beef
and cattle industry. In time away from MLA in 20052007, Tim received a Rural Industries and Research
and Development Corporation (RIRDC) postgraduate
scholarship to undertake a Masters of Rural Management
through the University of Sydney – Orange Campus.
Primarily dealing with the Australian Venison Industry, a
detailed strategic plan was developed, with a strong focus
upon how best to deal and achieve endorsement with
rurally-focused industries.

Final numbers for the Australian cattle herd as at 30 June 2010
put it at 26.55 million head – a 4.9% decline on the previous
year. For the past fiscal year, to June 2011, the Australian cattle
herd is estimated to have recovered 3.6%, to 27.5 million head.
Evidence for the increase in numbers includes an estimated 2%
reduction in total throughput for 2010-11, which followed a
4% decline in slaughter during 2009-10. Over the same period,
female cattle slaughter declined an estimated 4%, adding to the
9% fall in the preceding year.
Indeed, there is very solid evidence, both statistically and
anecdotally, that the Australian cattle industry has entered a
rebuilding phase, underpinned by the better season conditions
since the start of 2010. While the seasonal conditions will
continue to underpin herd growth for the next two years,
further growth into 2015 will need to be facilitated by increased
beef farm incomes.
However, one uncertainty that hangs over the rebuilding of
the Australian cattle herd in the medium to long term is the
impact of the disruption to the live cattle trade to Indonesia
during 2011. Indeed, much of the growth in the national
cattle herd in the past two decades has been across northern
Australia, underpinned in part by the suitability of the country
for breeding and access to the live cattle trade. Ongoing
uncertainty, or a decline in farm viability from a sustained
weakening of the live trade, may have the longer term result of
reducing cattle numbers across northern Australia, especially in
the more remote regions of WA and the NT.
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Beef Economic Outlook continued

2011 is evolving as yet another year of fluctuating fortunes for
Australian beef exporters, with the global momentum of late
2010 and the first quarter of the year quickly replaced by the
high A$ and global economic shudders during May and June.
Given the economic concerns, the high A$ tends to weight much
heavier upon the ability of Australian beef to be competitive in
key overseas markets. The direct impact of the high A$ upon our
competitiveness in Japan has been severe enough, but this has
been accentuated by the US gaining market share into North
Asia, assisted by their own weak currency.
While growth is expected to continue in 2011 and 2012, total
beef export forecasts for both years have been revised to reflect
weaker and more uncertain export prospects and a higher A$.
The series of decisions regarding Australia’s live cattle trade to
Indonesia since June has made it very difficult to confidently
forecast export numbers for the Australian live cattle trade.
Over the medium to long term, the number of cattle that will
be sent to Indonesia will depend upon the number of supply
chain opened, the added cost of the closed system and import
permits released.

The Future for Rangeland Beef with
Perspectives from the Pork and
Poultry industries
Speech by Paul Higgins to the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association Annual Conference
Katherine, Northern Territory, Thursday, 1 April 2011
I always tell clients if they create a vision of what their
industry looks like in ten years time the only thing that I will
guarantee them is it will be wrong. That is not to say that you
cannot look at broad directions, just in a complex and globalised
world a lot of unexpected developments and technologies will
pop up in that time frame. We only have to look around the
world in the last three years to know that this is true.

Paul Higgins

The best way to approach strategy is to think through multiple
possible futures and remain flexible about parts of your
strategy. The main story that is being told about the future of
food and agriculture is one of unprecedented demand in the
next 40 years. In that time it is projected that the world will
add a further 2 billion people, people will become wealthier,
and wealthier people eat more animal based protein. If
we add biofuel demand we see vast demand coupled with
limited production resources. Theoretically this should make
profitability for those producing the product much stronger
than in recent years. Within this simple scenario of the
future there are three sub scenarios. The first is productivity
improvements will meet the growing demand so agricultural
profitability will continue to be poor. Or productivity will
struggle to keep up and therefore people will have to pay more
for food and agricultural profitability will be high. Or demand
far outstrips ability to supply and wars break out over both food
and water resources.
Nearly all of the scenarios that are described about population
stop in the year 2050 because the common view is that human

Starting out his working life as a dairy cattle veterinarian in
Northern Victoria, Paul established Emergent Futures Pty
Ltd a consulting company advising on long term strategy
and the application of foresight tools. Paul has also had
considerable experience in party and agripolitics at a State
and Federal level including Chairman of Pork Australia Ltd.
Drawing on lessons from the pork and chicken industries,
Paul challenged thinking on the future for beef and how the
industry may need to position itself in a rapidly changing
region and world.

population will level out at that point. This is a long time away
but farmers have a multi-generational view so the time frame is
important. The competitive position at the point of population
levelling out is important because productivity will continue to
increase supply at that point as population starts falling. Selling
into a growing market is easy; selling into falling demand is
hard if competition is tough.
If we look back over the last 50 years the picture of competition
between the beef, poultry, and pork industries is that beef has
been getting badly beaten. Figure 1 shows that poultry and
pork production have outgrown beef production by significant
margins. USDA predictions show a projected growth of 26%

FIGURE 1 World Meat Production Statistics 1965-2009 ABARE Commodity Statistics
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The Future for Rangeland Beef with Perspectives
from the Pork and Poultry industries continued

for world poultry production in the next ten years and only
12% for beef. Both the pork and poultry industries have
significantly reduced their costs of production and at the same
time have produced a far more consistent product for the
consumer.
With demand for meat and grains being driven by population,
wealth, and biofuels we have moved into an era for agriculture
that is defined by energy scarcity. Both the poultry and pork
industries have made huge gains over the last 50 years in energy
utilisation and those gains continue. The Australian broiler
performance on feed conversion in 1945 was 4Kg of feed per
Kg of carcase produced, it improved to 2.4Kg in 1965, and
to 1.7 in 2005 (Figures from Greg Hargreaves, Baiada Poultry
PPPE 2010).
These sorts of changes have been mirrored in the pork industry.
United Feeds (USA) report that live feed conversions fell
from 3.7 in 1989 to 3.25 in 2008, an improvement of 12%.
Agrimetrics data shows that US pork per sow moved from
1,650Kg carcase per year in 1996 to 1,873Kg in 2006. These
figures are mirrored internationally where Denmark have moved
from 1,695Kg carcase per sow per year in 2002 to 2,064Kg in
2009 (Roger Campbell Pork CRC).
There has been brutal competition in the pork and poultry
industries in that time. As an example Figure 2 shows what has
happened in the US pork industry in the last 20 years.
Production has risen approximately 50% in that time while the
breeding herd has fallen by about 15% (and more recently).
The number of farm operations fell from 240,000 in 1992 to
just over 60,000 in 2006, an amazing change given there was

significant new investment in the industry in that period.
Therefore the beef industry finds itself in an energy constrained
world with ferocious competitors besieging it on productivity,
energy utilisation and customer service. Having said that I
think that rangeland beef is relatively well placed because the
competitive position of feed lotting is far more at risk. However
there are significant challenges that have to be faced. I believe
that three things need to be done:
• You have to take control of your own destiny. Having an
industry so dependent on a single customer and not able to
process its own product is very risky. As a shareholder and
director of Auspork we got involved with building an abattoir
and boning room with four partners, including a multinational company. This had its challenges but with tight joint
venture agreements we managed to build and operate a plant
that has killed up to 24,000 head a week.
• You have to find a way to at least partially match the
productivity improvements the poultry and pork industries
have achieved while serving a customer who is only going
to become more demanding, more connected, and more
sophisticated over time.
• You have to go beyond existing productivity improvements
and embrace new thinking and possibilities. As an example
recently social media networks and advanced genomics were
combined to solve an outbreak of tuberculosis. I can see a
possibility that socially networked and tracked cattle will be
able to give you information you can use to compete. That
is only one possibility, there will be many others and if you
ignore them while concentrating on what your competitors
have done you will be dead in the water.

FIGURE 2 US Commercial Pork Production versus breeding herd beginning stocks 1990-2007 VIA Roger Campbell CRC Pork
Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using data from USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Servive and World Agricultural Outlook Board,
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The role of genetics in improving
productivity and profitability of
northern beef production systems
Speech by Heather Burrow to the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association Annual Conference
Katherine, Northern Territory, Thursday, 1 April 2011
Genetic improvement is an important source of
continual increase in profitability of beef production systems
because it accumulates from one generation to the next, unlike
non-genetic technologies that require applications for each animal
in each generation. This means genetic improvement should be
regarded by beef producers as a vitally important tool to:
• improve the productivity and profitability of their businesses
through improved reproduction, yield and quality and
reduced production costs;
• improve cattle adaptability and their performance under
pastoral production systems, whilst simultaneously improving
the efficiency of grains-based finishing systems where relevant;
• reduce methane emissions from livestock and guarantee cattle
welfare needs; and
• differentiate beef products based on the needs of domestic
and international consumers.
Across Australia though, rates of genetic gain in seedstock
(stud) herds are considerably lower than those possible, with the
problem being greatest in northern Australia. And in all sectors
of the beef value chain (production, feedlotting and processing),
the role of improved genetics in overcoming production
inefficiencies and failure to meet market specifications is largely
unrecognised.
Genetic improvement can be achieved through structured
crossbreeding, selection within-breed, or a combination of
both (e.g. formation and selection of composites). New DNA
technologies are providing new opportunities to increase rates of
genetic gain through crossbreeding and within-breed selection.
Regardless of the approach though, there is a requirement to
measure the performance of individual animals in all genetic
improvement programs. The difficulty of achieving performance
recording may be why genetic improvement is not used as
widely as it should be. But new technologies (e.g. remote
monitoring, NLIS, DNA markers) are now offering ways to
overcome those difficulties. Commercial producers can also help
to achieve change in the seedstock sector by insisting that bulls
they purchase are backed by reliable performance information
for all traits impacting in their production system.
This paper examines the impact of genetic improvement
on key drivers of change likely to impact on the northern
Australian beef industry over coming decades, to identify

Heather Burrow
Dr Heather Burrow is Chief Executive Officer of
the Cooperative Research Centre for Beef Genetic
Technologies (known as the Beef CRC), Australia’s largest
integrated beef research program. A quantitative geneticist
by training, she is recognised as having specialist
expertise in the genetic improvement of tropically adapted
beef cattle. Heather discusses the role that genetics can
play in the continuing push to improve the performance
and profitability of our northern production systems.

new opportunities from genetics to improve productivity and
profitability of individual beef businesses.
Global drivers of change
Climate change: Climate change will result in an even

greater need for livestock that are productive in hotter, more
extreme environments and better able to tolerate the likely
significant increases in seasonally-poor nutrition, higher
parasite burdens and increased vector-borne diseases that
result in cattle morbidity and mortality. The most practical and
cost-effective method of reducing the impacts of these stressors, to
improve productivity and animal welfare, is to breed cattle that
are productive in their presence, without the need for managerial
interventions.
Global food security: The world’s population is

predicted to grow from 6.8 billion in 2010 to 9.1 billion by 2050
and possibly to 11.4 billion by 2060. To feed this significantly
greater population, agricultural sectors globally will need to
produce more food annually than has collectively been produced
over the past 500 years. Under climate change, with less land
available and little opportunity for further land-clearing, the real
challenge will be to exponentially expand agricultural outputs
for the same or reduced amount of land. This will require beef
producers to greatly increase productivity of their herds, but with
less grain and water, whilst their livestock tolerate more extreme
climates and increased environmental stressors that impact on
the animals’ ability to grow and reproduce. Genetic improvement
is perhaps the most important tool available to beef producers to
overcome this challenge.
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The role of genetics in improving productivity
and profitability of northern beef production
systems CONTINUED

Growing demand for protein: As people in

developing countries achieve greater disposable income, demand
for protein from animal products is increasing significantly,
representing major new trade opportunities from genetic
improvement for Australian beef producers.

Beef industry drivers of change
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Producing more from less: To substantially increase

the amount of beef produced from less or more expensive land,
water, grain, energy and labour, there is an urgent need for
cattle populations that offer higher yields and better quality but
inputs and are more resistant to drought, heat, pests
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specifications, at a considerable cost depending on the target
market. Management practices such as restricted mating (to
ensure calves are born within tight calving times) or grain
finishing can reduce some of the variation evident amongst
groups of animals. However the most effective way to reduce
individual animal variation to improve compliance with premium
markets, or to reduce costs of animals that are least suited to
particular markets, is to use knowledge of individual animal
genetics to match the animal to its most profitable production and
marketing system.
Reducing methane emissions: Ruminant livestock
(primarily cattle and sheep) are the largest producers of methane
in Australia. Even if agriculture is excluded from carbon
accounting during a phase-in period, the beef industry will be
required at some point to reduce methane emissions from its
livestock. Methods of doing this include increasing the productivity
of beef herds to reduce methane per unit of beef product, identifying
animals that naturally produce less methane and using them for
breeding and adjusting management practices such as supplementary
feeding to optimally and profitably reduce methane emissions.

Across the Australian beef industry, increasing costs of
production and climate change will place much greater
emphasis on biological efficiency of cattle production than
ever before. Costs need to be reduced for beef producers to
remain competitive. But at the same time those producers need
to continue to produce high-quality products that command
premium prices in domestic and export markets in increasingly
difficult production environments. New genetic technologies
are now offering northern Australian beef producers a genuine
solution to overcome these many challenges.

Are our livestock warming the earth?
Should meat be on the menu?
Speech by David Mason-Jones to the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association Annual Conference
Katherine, Northern Territory, Thursday, 1 April 2011
At the recent Annual Conference of the Northern
Territory Cattlemen’s Association, journalist, David
Mason-Jones, addressed an issue about which there is
considerable public misunderstanding – the issue of
cattle and global warming gas emissions.
As a journalist interested in rural matters I have watched
the vilification of cattle and their owners develop over the past
10 years. This has all been about the vast amounts of new global
warming gas for which cattle and other ruminant livestock
are blamed for. At first I did not dispute this information and
simply accepted it as a matter of fact because the sources seemed
so credible.

David Mason-Jones
SMALL FARMS MAGAZINE
David Mason-Jones is the editor of the national rural
publication, Small Farms Magazine. Like many Australians
he was initially influenced by the general public mood
that livestock cast a long shadow in terms of their global
warming gas emissions. Since researching the matter
in more detail however, he has completely reversed his
opinion. His book, ‘Should meat be on the menu?’ contains
the conclusions he reached as a result of his study. It is
available at www.journalist.com.au

Hunter Valley, NSW, journalist, David Mason-Jones, has concluded there is no net gain of carbon emissions by cattle.
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Methan’s Potency Overstated
The way the global warming effect of methane is expressed –
as being 21, 23 or 25 times, the potency of carbon dioxide – is
hugely flawed when it is applied to the life cycle analysis of a
sheep or cow.
The much touted 21, 23 times, or 25 times, metric simply
does not compare apples with apples. It is based on a poor
analysis of the two gases. It does not compare the global
warming potential of a molecule of carbon dioxide (CO2) with
a molecule of methane (CH4). Instead, it compares a kilogram
of methane with a kilogram of carbon dioxide. The problem
is that, if you want to track through what happens to each
individual atom of carbon as it is drawn down out of the sky by
photosynthesis, then incorporated into the biomass of the cow,
then given off to the atmosphere again, you have to track the
process on an atom-for-atom basis, not a weight basis.
The molecular weights of the two molecules are different.
The consequence of this is that you need more molecules
of methane to make up a kg of mass (or ‘weight’ in layman’s
terms) than you need molecules of carbon dioxide to make
up a kg of mass (or ‘weight’ – again, layman’s terms). As there
is only one atom of carbon in each molecule of each of the
gases under comparison, there are therefore many more
atoms of carbon in a kg of methane than in a kg of carbon
dioxide. A comparison, kg versus kg, is not therefore a case
of comparing apples with apples. It is not a meaningful
comparison either on the atomic scale or the molecular scale.
Any conclusions drawn from a kg versus kg analysis are
therefore doubtful when analyzing the role of cattle in the
atmospheric carbon cycle.

The actual extent to which these two apples are out of
alignment is a ratio of 2.75. This means that there are 2.75
more molecules in a kg of methane than there are in a kg of
carbon dioxide. There is therefore 2.75 times the number
of carbon atoms in a kg of methane than in a kg of carbon
dioxide. Therefore the 23 times rule (or 21, or 25, whichever
you want) must be adjusted by a factor of 2.75 to make an
accurate apples-with-apples comparison.
Hence the more accurate global warming potential of a
molecule of methane is more like:
21 divided by 2.75 = 7.74
23 divided by 2.75 = 8.36
25 divided by 2.75 = 9.90
…. and even this figure ultimately rests on some further
assumptions about the period of methane in the atmosphere
and the period over which you want to assess its effect.
To have built entire atmospheric models based on the 21, 23
or 25 times rule is completely overstating the potential.
When this correction is made, the potency of the methane
molecule drops to around times that of carbon dioxide and
even this figure, in turn, depends on a number of other
assumptions.
The only really scientifically sound way to compare the effect
of the two gases is to compare them molecule for molecule
because each of the molecules only contains one atom of
carbon.

Far from being the villains in the production of the global warming gases, these cattle only cycle carbon that came from the atmosphere in
the first place.
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Are our livestock warming the earth? continued

I had the attitude that, if the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation said it, it must be true. I had the
opinion that, if the CSIRO said it, it was all the more likely
to be true. I had the mistaken belief that, if Non Government
Organisations like Worldwatch said it, it gave more and more
proof to the proposition. I felt that if prominent celebrities like
Sir Paul McCartney said it, it was probably indisputable.
Then I saw a series of television advertisements telling me that
livestock were the third biggest emitters of global warming
Carbon dioxide starts in the atmosphere, cycles through grasses
and animals, and ends up in the atmosphere again. It is a closed
cycle, a self completing loop.

gases. I was surprised that their contribution was so great
but still did not actually dispute what I was being told. I still
thought the sources were credible. I decided I needed to study
the figures for myself so that I would know what I was talking
about when the matter came up.
The results of my study truly shocked me. I found that the facts
of the carbon cycle were nothing like what I had been presented
in the various reports. In particular the facts of the atmospheric
carbon cycle were nothing like what had been presented to me
in the television advertisements. I became angry that I had been
misled and that I had been played for a fool. I was personally
angry that the framers of these advertisements had appeared to
assume that I would just sit there like a ‘chump’ in front of my
television and believe whatever they dished out. I was concerned
that the framers of these advertisements also appeared to assume
that all the farmers in Australia would also sit there like chumps.
I was alarmed to think that the advertisers also appeared to
believe that the Australian public-at-large, the bulk of our
population in the cities, would simply accept their message
without question. I think that everyone in our community is
entitled to also be angry for the same reason.
What were the results of my research?

I found that far from being a fundamental net contributor to
global warming gases, livestock play a neutral role with regard
to the cycling of atmospheric carbon. This may be a new and
challenging proposition to many but it is entirely scientifically
sound.
I found that it is a misconception to believe that cattle are just
standing there belching vast quantities of new carbon gases
from nothing. I found that livestock cannot ‘make’ any carbon
atoms but they get them all from plants which get them from
the atmosphere by photosynthesis. I recognized that this may
The vast grasslands of northern Australia are a key to carbon sequestration. Controlled herds of cattle roaming these grasslands are
another key.
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COLEMAN

STOCK FEEDS PTY LTD
• Cattle Supplements
• Sheep & Goat Supplements
• Performance Mixes

Specialists in Custom Mixing

• Horse Feeds

Mixing feeds to suit your needs and your
animal’s requirements

• Pig & Poultry Feeds
• Fertiliser & Seeds
• Animal Health Products

Millett Street, PO Box 186,
Charters Towers Qld 4820
P – 07 4787 3833
F – 07 4787 4714
E – sales@colemanstockfeeds.com.au
W – www.colemanstockfeeds.com.au

Ninti One Limited is pleased to continue its work with
the NTCA through the Cooperative Research Centre for
Remote Economic Participation
and the Australian Feral Camel Management Project
In the DKCRC, we worked together
to develop the Remote Livestock
Management System.
In the CRC-REP we will work
together to combine spatial data
on land condition with the Remote
Livestock Management System
to deliver a Precision Pastoralism
Management System.
The Australian Feral Camel
Management Project continues
to address the urgent need to
manage the feral camel population
to lessen their impacts on remote
Australia.

21st Century Pastoralism Project field day, Napperby Station, October 2007

With 52 partners, we are:
•

developing new ways to build resilience,
strengthening regional communities and
economies across remote Australia

•

building new enterprises and
strengthening existing industries that
provide jobs, livelihoods and incomes in
remote areas

•

improving education and training pathways
in remote areas so that people have better
opportunities to participate in existing
economies

Camels in Warakurna Community 2009

Image © Alex Knight

www.crc-rep.com.au and www.feralcamels.com.au

ANOTHER LIVESTOCK BENEFIT
While few, if any, of the attendees at the NTCA conference
at Katherine earlier this year own any sheep, it is useful to
recognize a significant role that sheep can play. This can
all help to blunt the vilification that is heaped on livestock
industries from various quarters.
Wool is around 50% carbon by weight and Australian
woolgrowers grew around 370 million kg of greasy wool
in 2009. This equates to approximately 500 million kg of
CO2 equivalent because each kilogram of carbon actually
represents 3.67 kilograms of carbon dioxide taken out of
the atmosphere. Therefore each kg of greasy wool stores
the equivalent of around 1.3 kg of CO2.
The European Commission reports that a household can
cut its CO2 emissions by up to 300kg a year and energy
bill by 5-10% simply by reducing its heating by a mere
1°C. Wearing natural wool from a farm animal – a vilified
ruminant animal at that – is a way to achieve the lower
heating costs while, at the same time, sequestering carbon
and keeping it out of the atmosphere.
Leading scientists have recognised the vital role of
terrestrial or land based carbon in drawing down
atmospheric carbon as part of a natural system. Farm
animals of all types can help in drawing down atmospheric
carbon dioxide. People in the extensive grazing industry in
northern Australia should be quite confident in asserting
that correctly managed animals are far from being part
of the problem, they are part of the solution to global
warming fears.

Carbon in a power station starts in the ground and is dumped in the
air. It is a one way street and the power station can never recycle its
own waste product.

Are our livestock warming the earth? continued

be the fundamental misconception of those who criticize cattle
and other livestock. They fail to recognize the basic fact of
nature that the carbon in a plant comes from carbon in the sky.
It does not come from the ground – it may ‘appear’ to come
from the ground because the plant ‘appears’ to grow out of the
ground. In the correct scientific analysis, however, the plant is
mostly made up of substances which originate as gases in the
atmosphere.
I realized that it then follows, that all of the carbon that ever
gets into a sheep or cow comes from the atmosphere in the first
place. And furthermore, I realized that the carbon upon which
the sheep or cow depends for its life cycle had to be in the
atmosphere before the sheep or cow was ever born – otherwise
its mother could have never existed. I concluded that, when the
cattle breathe out these gases, including methane, all the carbon
returns to the atmosphere again, the place from which it came
in the first place. I formed the opinion that it was all a precise
balance: carbon in equals carbon out – No net gain.
I found it was worthwhile to distinguish between livestock
and power stations. A power station does not get its carbon
from the air, it gets it under the ground. After burning the
coal the power station releases new carbon dioxide to the air.
This in new carbon in the atmosphere, there is no argument
about that. I realized that you could stand at the top of a power
station chimney stack and have an argument about whether the
gases coming from the stack were warming the globe but you
could not stand in a pen of sheep or cattle and have the same
argument. The power station carbon is new – the sheep or cattle
carbon is ‘old’ – it is recycled.
Furthermore, a power station can never re-use its own carbon
dioxide waste product, a cow can – by eating its next mouthful
of grass.
I realized that the first point in understanding the true context
of the gas emissions of cattle is to understand that all of their gas
emissions are related to a closed loop of gases in the atmosphere.
It is an entirely natural, biological, solar powered process.
But it’s for more than carbon dioxide that the antagonists of
livestock vilify cattle. They point to the methane issue. They say
the methane emitted by cattle is somehow new, unnatural and
unhealthy to the atmosphere. They say it is dangerous because it
hangs around for an inordinate amount of time.
I found, however, that there is a context to this. Methane reacts
with oxygen in the atmosphere to form carbon dioxide and
water. In other words the carbon atom in the methane molecule
reverts to exactly the same form as it was before the process of
photosynthesis began. The methane cycle is a normal sub-cycle
within the atmospheric carbon cycle and has been going on for
millions of years without methane becoming a dominant gas.
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Northern Territory Fire and Rescue Service
A career and a life.
The NT Fire and Rescue Service
recruits regularly! We are looking for
men and women to join our Darwin
and Alice Springs teams.
The NT Fire and Rescue Service offers:
• Job satisfaction
• Team work
• Lifelong learning opportunities
• 4 days on, 4 days off
• 9 weeks annual leave
• And much more!
If you are fit, healthy and looking for a
challenging and rewarding career make sure
to check our website and or contact us for
more information.

NT Fire & Rescue Service

Call 08 8999 FIRE (8999 3473) or visit www.fire.nt.gov.au

Are our livestock warming the earth? continued

Methane is produced when tough plant cellulous is broken
down in digestion. Methane will be produced in large quantities
from a landscape whether cattle are present in the landscape or
not. This point is rarely made clear by those who point to cattle
as global warming agents. Methane production is a natural
consequence of plant growth. When the plants break down
and are eaten by something – such as bacteria and termites for
example – methane production is an inevitable result.
I found that, not only does methane change back to its original
form in the atmosphere, a second thing that happens. Some of
it is consumed as a food source by microbes living in the soil.
Scientific research is only starting to come to terms with just
how effective microbes are in turning methane back into carbon
dioxide and water.
At Sydney University Dr Simpson, Prof. Adams and Dr Tina
Bell did some sums on a hypothetical 1000 hectare high
country grazing area with high soil carbon levels made up of 49
per cent woodlands, 49 per cent grassland and two per cent bog.
Grazing by 200 head of cattle for six months of the year across
this area would produce about 5.4 tonnes of methane per year.
Methane oxidation rates in soil, according to University
measurements, would total about 7.6 tonnes across the 1000
hectares, ensuring that the grazing emissions would be offset.
Clearly not all systems will have a net sequestration of methane
by these bugs but the fact that these bugs exist underscores the
need to account for them in the methane debate.

BOOK REVIEW
Should meat be on the menu?
BY TERRY NAUGHTIN
CONSULTING AGRONOMIST, BALLINA, NSW.
In his book, ‘Should meat be on the menu?’ David MasonJones, has done an excellent job in suggesting that readers
look a bit deeper into the real issues surrounding cattle
and their carbon emissions. He has done this without being
confrontational.
The book is easy to read and flows logically through a
series of subjects gradually getting into more complicated
issues. The writer has tackled a complicated subject using
simple non technical language that the layman can easily
understand.
Mason-Jones has thought through the issues and addressed
them in a balanced, common sense manner. He has done
a good job of systematically debunking myths in a non
aggressive, non partisan way. He has also introduced some
new concepts (at least new to me) like Carbon Legacy.
Whilst we use the term Legacy when talking about salinity,
I have not heard it used when talking about Carbon. He
has correctly identified the real issue of nutrient transfer
as a major environmental problem in farming, not carbon
emissions. He has done a good job debunking the methane
myth. His arguments against forestry, and in favour of the
maintenance of natural grasslands, are very convincing.
All in all, it is a refreshing, original contribution to the
environmental debate. The book deserves to be widely read.

I found that the much touted metric that ‘methane is 25 more
potent than carbon dioxide’ is completely misleading. It is a
kilogram versus kilogram comparison, not a molecule versus
molecule comparison. It does not compare apples with apples.
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I then became aware of the soil carbon sequestration potential
of correctly managed cattle. Not only are cattle not guilty with
regard to inordinate carbon gas emissions, they can actually
be part of reducing carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere.
In carbon grazing they can help convert carbon dioxide to soil
carbon. The amount is so vast that it can exceed Australia’s
annual emissions of anthropogenic carbon dioxide.
There is a growing public awareness of this issue. To help
promote this awareness, however, all cattle owners need to
understand the reasons why cattle are not the cause, only a part
of a cycle. Cattle owners need to be able to communicate these
messages – clearly and logically – with other Australians.
Far from being the villains of the global warming debate,
farmers and graziers, together with their plants and animals,
can be – and should be – the heroes of the environmental
movement.

s in
sue
n is

o
Carb

our

ck to
ddo

plate

a
d, p

foo

ES
ON
N-J
ASO m.au
ID M t.co
DAV urnalis
jo

PUBLICATION DETAILS
TITLE Should meat be on the menu?
SUB TITLE Carbon issues in our food, paddock to plate
ISBN 9780646531373
PUBLISHED BY journalist.com.au, David Mason-Jones,

Journalist. 223 Hambledon Hill Road, Singleton, NSW, 2330.
Mob 0411 172 328 Web www.journalist.com.au
Email david@journalist.com.au
PRICE $29.50 plus (in Australia) $6.50 postage & handling
FIRST PUBLISHED In Australia in April 2010
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NT pastoral women honoured
for outstanding contributions
Supported by the National Australia Bank and the Northern Territory Government the NTCA presented three
special awards in April to mark the Centenary of International Women’s Day.
TRUDI OXLEY Katherine Research Station-based regional

manager of pastoral production, received the Recognition
Award. Trudi’s passion for developing north Australia’s
cattle industry has come to the forefront during her 11-year
career with government primary industry agencies. She was
recognised for developing leading-edge benchmarking and
best practise models in land management and stock handling.
She also pioneered training stock camps in cattle and land
management and the truck driver’s cattle handling course
which has since been taken up by other states. Trudi said on
the night she was delighted to accept the award on behalf of
her hard-working team who shoulder the responsibility of
turning the ideas into reality.
MOIRA LANZARIN always a passionate advocate for

Northern Australia, its agricultural sector and Brahman cattle,
won the Young Leader Award for her dedication to the Territory
pastoral sector. Now a mother-of-two, Moira has spent her
entire adult life working in the cattle industry, at one stage on
her family’s Carmour Plains Station in the Mary River wetlands.
She is now at Numul Numul Station near Mataranka, where she

has continued her keen interest in this dominant breed of North
Australia cattle herds.
Between all this, she completed a Business Degree and many
rural industry-based courses, and was the inaugural secretary
of the NTCA’s Top End branch. Her youth development work
has resulted in a resurgence of school students exhibiting and
handling cattle at rural shows.
LILLIAN SAVAGE a pastoral industry pioneer now well
into retirement and living in Alice Springs, received a special
commendation during the awards ceremony. Her quiet and gentle
demeanour belies the strength and determination of a young
woman who ventured into Kimberley mustering contracts with her
husband Bob in the 1940s then helped develop one of Australia’s
most remote cattle stations as the new home for their six children.

Suplejack Downs, 750 km west of Alice along the Tanami ahome
to Lillian’s daughter Lettie, son-in-law Bill Cook, and their family.
Asked what advice she had for women starting out in the industry
today, Lillian won delighted applause when she said simply: “Stand
by your man!”

1.
NT pastoral women
honoured for outstanding
contributions 1. Moira
Lanzarin 2. Trudi Oxley
3. Lillian Savage

3.
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Stockman Les a leader among young
cattlemen
This year’s NTCA Young Indigenous Leader’s Award winner Les McLaughlin had a simple message for upand-coming Territory Indigenous pastoral workers - ‘Hold your head up high and take a long stride forward’.
The 27-year-old Bohning Yards stockman reckons more
youth would take up work in the bush if they understood how
rewarding it could be.
“You can only try your best to give people a start. So many
kids these days are stuck on computer games and don’t get
taken out into the bush by their families like they used to,”
Les said. “If you could pick up a big mob of them and take
them out to a station to experience it, they could see how
much fun it is. They just need to be able to access some basic
safety training and be shown how to do things, like motorbike
mustering and horse riding.”

Manbulloo Station for five years and fell in love with stock
camp life, horses and ‘the occasional bull ride’.
“I’ve never received or expected anything like this. It makes
me feel really good,” he said while graciously accepting his
award. “I just love chasing bush work. I’d really like to thank
the NT Cattlemen’s Association and the NT Government for
the award, and all the people who have given me a go, let me
run the camp and believed in me, especially Consolidated
Pastoral Company.” Les says he would eventually like to buy
some land of his own and use it to train young people wanting
to enter the industry.

Les hails from a Territory family with deep connections to the
pastoral industry. He grew up in the Katherine region.
His father Larry McLaughlin, born on Waterloo Station, was
a ringer and worked at Mount House for Ken Warriner for a
while then worked for the DPI for years.
Les finished his schooling at Darwin’s St John’s College then
enrolled at the Katherine Rural College where he learnt
the intricacies of the cattle game. He went on to work at

Les McLaughlin (right)
accepting his award. Immediate
past Chairman of the Katherine
Branch, Allan Andrews looks on.
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Branding marks 100-year milestone
This year’s NT Cattlemen’s Conference in Katherine coincided with celebrations to mark 100 years since the
Northern Territory gained independence from South Australia.
With the support of the NT Government the NTCA
highlighted this important centenary by arranging for three
cattle hides to be stamped with the signatory brands of more
than 55 cattle stations across the Territory.
Each brand has its own unique and colourful history. The
Territory’s two most recognised symbol brands are the Victoria
River Downs ‘bulls head’ and the Newcastle Water’s ‘wine glass’and both have been burnt onto these magnificent hides.

1. Minister Malarndirri McCarthy applies the “NT 100” brand with
NTCA President Rohan Sullivan and Executive Director Luke Bowen.
2. Michael Underwood applying the Riveren brand, supervised
from the right by Billy Hayes (Junior) Deepwell Stn, David Crombie
of Rosewood Stn and Jade Andrews of Manbulloo Stn and branding
event coordinator. 3. Henry Townsend of Stapleton Stn

The wineglass has symbolised Newcastle Waters cattle since
late last century. Some of the oldest brands include unique 3
letter brands featuring an upside down ‘T’ from Hayes family
properties in Central Australia. All NT 3 letter brands must
contain the letter ‘T’ representing the Territory.
Minister Malarndirri McCarthy finished off the brand mosaic
with the mark of the Northern Territory Government.
One of the hides was auctioned at the conference to raise
money for Suplejack Station’s Rob Cook who became a
quadriplegic after a helicopter accident in 2008. The funds will
help pay Rob’s expenses during his Nuffield Scholarship travels
and studies this year.
The auctioned hide was purchased by long-time Territory vet
and livestock consultant, Dr Ross Ainsworth.
Another of the hides will hang in Parliament House and the
third will be displayed at the NTCA’s Darwin head office.

1.
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We’re focused on your community’s growth
Proud supporter of the Northern Territory Cattlemans’ Association
We’re an agribusiness bank. That’s why we’re committed to the growth of your communities
and businesses. Our local experts live and work where you do. This exclusive focus is just one
of the reasons we have the most satisfied clients in the industry, and it’s why we’re proud
to support the Northern Territory Cattlemans’ Association.

RAB00611-4254

Rabobank. One focus.
Call your local Darwin branch on 08 8981 7355 or visit www.rabobank.com.au

2011 conference IN PICTURES
BRANDING THE NT

1.

2.

1. Welly Salim, Oceanic Cattle Stations and
Wayne Toms, Landmark. 2. (from left) Sam
Graham, Anthony Lagoon Stn, Ben Coutts,
Territory Rural Katherine and David
Clothier, Gallagher Animal Management
Systems
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The T&R Group is owned by the Thomas Family, which are very proud of their thirty years of
history and tradition.
T&R is recognised as having some of the most sought after products on the domestic and
international markets such as Clare Valley Gold, Murraylands Premium, CAAB and Angus Pure.
T&R are accredited for USDA, EU, Halal, CAAB and Organic.
With five processing facilities, as well as feedlots, and backgrounding programs strategically
located throughout Australia’s most productive regions, we are able to offer our business
partners competitive livestock prices for fifty‐two weeks of the year, with prompt payments
within 7 days.
For further information contact:
Peter Bond – 0418 832 982 or bond@tandr.com.au
or your preferred agent
Murray Bridge Office – 1800 443 929 or Fax (08) 8532 9290
www.tandr.com.au www.caab.com.au www.wanderribby.com.au

With you through
good times and bad

Moore Stephens’
Business Women’s Luncheon
Ian Anderson

Cristina Clemente

When business is tough, it’s good to know you can rely on
specialists who understand the challenges you face. With over
25 years experience, we are leading advisors to the Territory’s
pastoral industry.

Sam Woods

Call Ian, Cristina or Sam on 1300 662 322
adelaide@moorestephens.com.au

Sponsorship
growth Proposal
•
profitability
www.moorestephens.com.au

•

cashflow

•

asset protection

•

succession planning

Serious about Success®

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. Moore Stephens is a network of independent firms which are independent
members of Moore Stephens International Limited – members in principal cities throughout the world.

NT Cattlemans Assoc_Sept11.indd 1
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2011 conference IN PICTURES
BRANDING THE NT

1.

2.

3.

1. From left Tony Petras, Ausfuel Alice
Springs, Clinton Morey, Ausfuel Kununurra,
Tom Shepherd, Newry Stn 2. From left Mick
O’Grady, Bayer Animal Health, Dougal
Brett, Waterloo Stn and Louise Johnston,
Territory Rural Katherine 3. From left David
Armstrong, NLC, Geoffrey Beere and Tony
Searle, Melaleuca Stn and Paspaley Group
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What does Peter Howard think of his new ProWay-Prattley yards?

Phone 1300 655 383
www.proway.com.au

LMVD 395

“Our ProWay-Prattley yards where built in
September 2008 and I can not speak highly
enough of them. Cattle work extremely well
through the yards and the labour required has
been reduced. The best part of building our
new yards was the people at ProWay-Prattley,
they have all of the technical assistance
required, but also they are great people to
deal with, nothing is too much trouble and the
after sales service is second to none. The cost
to build our yards is more than comparable to
us trying to do the job ourselves, John Allport
and his team erected the yards in just 16 days,
and it would have taken us about 12 months
in between other jobs, so we had next to no
downtime, a huge saving.”
Peter Howard , Nogoa Pastoral Company
Emerald, QLD

•
•
•
•
•
•

New and used motorbikes, quads and side-by-sides
Authorised Kawasaki Dealer
Genuine spare parts
After-market spares and accessories
Workshop – servicing and repairs
Independently owned and operated

(08 ) 89844 388
Shop 2, 53 Hickman Street, Winnellie NT 0820
sales@holeshotkawasaki.com
www.holeshotkawasaki.com

Offering a great range, genuine service and competitive prices

RESERVATIONS FREECALL

1800 222 511
Giles Street (Gorge Road)
From Darwin left at lights
From Alice right – 3 kms
www.knottscrossing.com.au

Gateway to the majestic Katherine (Nitmiluk) Gorge, award-winning
Knotts Crossing Resort’s comprehensive facilities cater for every
accommodation need & budget. Affordable motel rooms & suites,
cabins, ensuited caravan sites, pools, restaurant, alfresco bar and fine
hospitality amidst the natural beauty of the northern savannah.

2011 conference IN PICTURES
BRANDING THE NT

1.

2.

8.

3.

7.

6.

4.

5.

1. Successful bidder for the Centenary Hide, Dr Ross Ainsworth, President NTLEA (far right) and Allan Andrews look on as Letti Cook speaks
on behalf of her son Rob (overseas) and accepts the $15,000 raised from the auction of the hide, presented by Minister McCarthy. 2. Billy
Hayes, Deep Well Stn, Jim & Tracy Willoughby, NTCA Bohning Yards, David Cundy and the late Bill Hayes snr, Deep Well Stn 3. Emily and
Dougal Brett, Waterloo Stn, dance the crocodile 4. Susan and Ben Wratten, Camfield Stn. 5. (from right) Nadia Sumampouw (Vice Consul,
Indonesian Consulate Darwin), Woro Triani (Livestock Services Offices, East Kalimantan – Indonesia), Noor Hartati (Livestock Services Offices,
East Kalimantan), Siuaji Radja (Consul, Indonesian Consulate General Sydney), Dadang Sudarya (Livestock Services Offices, East Kalimantan),
Lasapada (Livestock Services Offices, East Kalimantan), Hamlah (Livestock Services Offices, East Kalimantan), Aloysia Endang (Head of
Indonesian Investment Promotion Centre in Sydney) 6. Danny & Jenny Groves with Rusty Richter, Victoria River Downs 7. Allan Andrews,
Newcastle Waters and Mick Maloney, Sunnybank Qld 8. Trui Oxley, DoR Katherine, Mrs Lillian Cook, Suplejack Downs and Moira Lanzarin,
Numul Numul Stn.
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NTCA Conference Ladies Day 2011
NTCA Conference Ladies Day in Katherine 2011 was a fun and relaxing day for the ladies and a great way to
warm up before the Annual General Meeting held latter in the afternoon and the Conference the following day.
The chocolate themed event started at the Katherine
cinema for a viewing of the classic movie ‘Chocolat’. The
ladies were greeted by the much celebrated self -care gurus and
authors of ‘Like Chocolate for Women’, Kim Morrison and
Fleur Wellington; a glass of bubbly and a selection of chocolate
treats.
A buffet style lunch followed at the All Seasons. The ladies were
entertained by Kim and Fleur who provided simple and practical
tips for taking care of themselves and not feeling guilty. Mrs Tess
Pauling was the special guest for lunch who shared some heartwarming and hilarious reflections of her life and experiences as a
woman living in remote Northern Territory.
Heather Brown from di CROCO donated and presented one
of her gorgeous signature crocodile skin purses to the winner of
the door prize and Kim and Fleur gave away books and self-care
products from their range throughout the day.

1.

Each lady received a gift bag filled with goodies including
Colefax, handmade chocolate petit fours, Disaster Bay chilli
wine and freshly roasted coffee from Katherine’s Blast Coffee
Roasters.
di CROCO, Rangelands Australia, NAB Agribusiness, Westpac,
Northern Territory Government and Prominda Building Systems
were major sponsors of the event.

2.

Thanks to our Ladies Day Sponsors
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1. Roz Andrews and Sally Ford (Newcastle Waters Station), Tessa
Pauling and Bernadetta Burke (Brunette Downs). 2. Suzie Kearins
(Brunette Downs) and Jane Armstrong (Beetaloo Station). 3. Sister
Lucy Daley (Katherine) and Kate Everett (Eva Downs Station) 4.Mrs
Tessa Pauling (Government House, Darwin) and “NT First Lady”
getting into the day with Kim Morrison and Fleur Wellington authors
of ‘Like Chocolate for Women’ 5. Enjoying a fun and relaxing day
6.Lisa Dyer (Hayfield Station) receives her door prize from Heather
Brown (di CROCO)
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2011 Ausfuel photography competition
For the 3rd year the NTCA teamed up with long term and valued partner Ausfuel to bring the annual
amateur photography competition. All entries were displayed at the Annual Conference on 1 April 2011 in
Katherine with winners announced at the Gala Dinner on the evening of 1 April 2011.
The magnificent image by Allambi Station’s Paddy Weir won the overall grand prize and first in the
landscape section. Kelli-Anne Elliot was second for Sorghum at Sunset and Lyndee Severin received an
honourable mention for Storm Cell.
BW Section 2nd
Kelli-Anne Elliot
Day’s Done

Honourable
Mention
Lyndee Severin
Storm Cell

Portrait Section 1ST
Kelli-Anne Elliot
Old Timer
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Portrait Section 2nd
Sally Sullivan
Portrait of Head Stockman
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Winner Paddy Weir
Storm Approaching Allambi

Black & White Section 1st
Cassie Duggan
Solving World Issues

2nd Prize
Kelli-Anne Elliot
Sorghum at Sunset
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FAWCETT
CATTLE
COMPANY
Accelerate your
rural property solutions
•
•
•
•
•

Rural & Agribusiness
Commercial Sales & Leasing
Property Management
Valuations
Hospitality, Leisure & Accommodation

Steve Liebelt

Andrew Gray

Steve.Liebelt@colliers.com

Andrew.Gray@colliers.com

+61 412 401 507

+61 438 960 047

www.colliers.com.au/darwin

St PhiliP’S College
international opportunities in a rural setting

T/as Fawcett Contracting
Specializing in:

Livestock and
Bulk Haulage
Lot 196, Coach Road
Adelaide River NT 0846
Ph: 08 8976 7040 Fax: 08 8976 7090
Mobile: 0418 895 625 - Jed
Mobile: 0418 897 743 - Tom

Client Approval – Fax back to (08) 8221 5601
The l

Client:

Date:

Authorised by:

Signature:

Nestled in the hills of Alice Springs, St Philip’s College is centrally
located for families from all states and territories of Australia.
The warm, friendly family atmosphere in both the boys’ and girls’
boarding houses has resulted in our boarders excelling in many
different areas of the school.
Our parents say it’s the quality of the education and affordable
fees they like, but our students say it’s the wonderful opportunities,
dedicated and energetic staff, plus the supportive and dynamic
learning environment they love.
St PhiliP’S College
SChwarz CreSCent, Po Box 33, aliCe SPringS nt 0871
Ph: (08) 8950 4511 Fax: (08) 8950 4522
info@stphilips.nt.edu.au www.stphilips.nt.edu.au
A UNITING CHURCH CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS IN YEARS 7 TO 12

www.waterdynamics.com

The leaders in irrigation
• Travelling Irrigators • Centre Pivots
• Linear Systems • Water Tanks
• Stock Water Systems • Turf Watering Systems
• Filtration Systems • Drip Micro Irrigation
Phone: 1300-WATER 1 08 8932 6547
Lot 1140 Georgina Crescent, Palmerston
Fax: 08 8932 7162

in irri

Meat & Livestock australia MLA
Live cattle exports

make sure we deliver these core roles very well,” Scott said.

The impact of the temporary ban on live cattle exports to
Indonesia earlier this year continues to be felt by producers,
associated businesses and communities in the Northern
Territory.

“MLA provides marketing and research and development
(R&D) services to Australia’s red meat and livestock industry.
We invest producers’ levies to increase demand for products
derived from their livestock or to develop tools to increase the
profitability and sustainability of livestock producers.”

Industry worked hard to support commercial exporters and
importers to deliver a controlled supply chain assurance solution
that gave the Australian Government the confidence to re-open
the trade.
The crisis gives us all the impetus to further improve the welfare
of Australian livestock – with industry supporting exporters
and importers to provide the supply chain assurance that will
ultimately increase community trust in our industry.
Industry-commissioned Newspoll market research in June
2011 showed that 80% of Australians believe the live export
trade should be allowed to continue to countries that adhere to
international standards for animal welfare.
Under the new live export regulatory framework the
responsibility for implementing the new supply chain assurance
standards lies with the commercial operators - the exporters and
importers - to ensure they meet or exceed international animal
welfare standards.
MLA’s role is to invest producer levies, where directed by Cattle
Council of Australia, to support supply chain development
through activities such as formulating standard operating
procedures to enable supply chains to meet audit requirements.
Introducing MLA’s new MD

With David Palmer retiring in July, Scott Hansen took over the
reins as MLA’s Managing Director.
Scott grew up in rural Queensland, before studying Rural
Science at university. He served as the Executive Director
of the Victorian Farmers’ Federation Pastoral Group and the
Sheepmeat Council of Australia before joining MLA in 2004.
Prior to his latest appointment Scott served as MLA’s Industry
Affairs and Communication Manager before heading to
Washington DC as MLA’s Regional Manager, working to
create market opportunities for Australian beef, sheepmeat and
goatmeat in Canada, the US and Mexico.
Since stepping in to the new role, Scott has met with producers
and industry groups across the country to discuss his priorities
for MLA into the future.
“My priority is for MLA to get back to basics, to focus our
efforts on the core things that we were established to do and to

In relation to MLA’s role in the livestock export industry,
Scott said the Livestock Export Program was operated by
MLA in partnership with LiveCorp to provide R&D and
market support activities to assist supply chains to meet their
responsibilities.

Australia is one of 109 countries that exports
livestock but is the only country that invests
money, and has an on-the-ground presence,
in export markets to improve animal welfare.
MLA invested $7 million in this area in 2010-11, including
Australian Government investment, through the Live Trade
Animal Welfare Partnership.
MLA also invests in programs that drive demand in key
recipient markets and to support new and developing markets.
Guided by the industry, these investments have responded to
the needs and rate of change that those who invite us into their
country, into their market and into their facilities have requested.
Australian cattle and sheep producers have directed MLA to
make investments over many years to help producers, exporters
and importing countries to improve animal welfare outcomes
across the breadth of the supply chain that extends well past
Australian shores.
Scott said it was important to note that MLA does not regulate
animal welfare in overseas markets. Under the new regulatory
framework, assuring acceptable animal welfare outcomes is the
responsibility of individual supply chains.
Australia is one of 109 countries that exports livestock but is
the only country that invests money, and has an on-the-ground
presence, in export markets to improve animal welfare.
MLA’s northern beef research

MLA has continued its research, development and extension
program for the northern beef industry over the past year.
The program is focussed on improving rates of genetic
improvement, optimising pasture utilisation, as well as
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Darwin
Bushﬁres NT
Heritage
Pastoral Land Board
Rangelands Management
Spatial Data and Mapping
Resource Assessment
Land Management Advice
Water Resources
Land Resources
Weeds

8922 0844
8999 5039
8999 4754
8999 4471
8999 3602
8999 4443
8999 4572
8999 4455
8999 4478
8999 4567

Katherine

8973 8841

Central Australia
Land and Water Advice

8951 9279

From mustering to camp drafting, fencing to
four-wheel driving, our unique Northern
Territory campus in Katherine will give you
the skills you need to succeed working in the
Outback.
CDU offers real-world practical training in
beef production and horsemanship on the
Katherine rural campus and the 770km2
Mataranka Station.

Enrolments are now open for
Certificate II and III in Agriculture.
For further information please contact:
T. 1800 779 577
E. ntrural@cdu.edu.au

www.nt.gov.au/nretas
www.greeningnt.nt.gov.au

Tax, business advisory
and audit professionals
Deloitte, one of Australia’s leading professional services
firms, provides audit, tax, consulting, risk management,
corporate governance and financial advisory services.
We have extensive experience with pastoralists
throughout Australia.
Services include:
• Accounting and book keeping
• Financial statements
• Tax advice
• Audit & assurance services
• Business advisory services.
Level 11, 24 Mitchell Street, Darwin NT 0800
Tel: +61 (0) 8 8980 3000
9 Parsons Street, Alice Springs NT 0870
Tel: +61 (0) 8 8950 7000
www.deloitte.com.au

BlazeDQ002745

Key Contacts for
Pastoral Land Managers

AGRICULTURE
CERTIFICATES
AT CDU

cdu.edu.au/katherine

Mustering
from the air
specialists
Mustering is our primary focus, providing property
owners and graziers a cost-effective management
tool which includes:
• Experienced local pilots with rural backgrounds
• Approachable personal attention to property
operations, procedures, strategies and method
• Adherence to safe aerial and ground practices
and regulations
• Flexible booking schedules
• Competitive hourly rates

Ph: 08 8941 6811
Fax: 08 8941 6822
Website:
www.outbackhelicopters.com.au
Email:
office@outbackhelicopters.com.au
Postal:
PO Box 37819, Winnellie NT 0821

MEAT & LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA MLA continued

productivity and sustainability in grazing and feeding systems.
Highlights include:
• The Northern Selection Index Project has developed a
customised Brahman genetic Selection Index for the northern
live export industry and also identified barriers to adoption
of genetic technologies such as Breedplan and BreedObject
in genetic improvement programs. These barriers included a
lack of understanding of the importance of various Estimated
Breeding Values for the northern production environment
and also a lack of available data. By creating an index tailored
to the northern production systems it is hoped the first barrier
will be overcome.
• Data collection has been completed in a project examining
causes of large within-herd variation in steer growth identified
in northern Australia. Analysis of data from 11 properties
is now underway and is expected to be completed by 30
November, 2011.
• Phase 1 of projects looking for new biocontrol agents of
bellyache bush and parkinsonia (from the Americas) and

Questions about your
Superannuation?
Wayne Wright is Prime Super’s
Regional Manager for the Northern
Territory. With more than 40 years
experience working in the financial
services sector, Wayne understands
what Territorians need from their
super fund.

So for help with your super
give Wayne a call on

0488 898 444
or email him at

wwayne@primesuper.com.au

Prime Super ABN (60 562 335 823) is issued by Prime Super Pty Ltd
(ABN 81 067 241 016, AFSL 219723). Call 1800 675 839 for a Product
Disclosure Statement.

prickly acacia (India) have been completed. Three agents
for parkinsonia were identified that have a high probability
of being suitable for use, one agent for bellyache bush, and
several insect species and a rust fungus as potential agents for
prickly acacia.
• Funding of a collaborative research project with DEEDI,
CDU and NRETA to better understand the distribution and
rate of spread, reproductive biology and control of rubber
bush. The project will enable more effective and cost efficient
management and control of rubber bush.
• The Northern Grazing Systems project has produced two
reports for the Barkley and Victoria River District that
document the evidence base and recommendations for best
practice grazing land management and development (stocking
rates, fire, and intensification).
MLA continues to run ‘Beef Up forums’ across the north
to deliver practical information and tools to beef producers
on topics including improving reproductive performance,
liveweight gain and grazing land management.
For further information on MLA and its activities
please visit our website www.mla.com.au

Northern Territory Cattlemen’s
Association
relax:
I
Yearbook 2005/2006
(verb)

What you’ll feel after staying at
Crowne Plaza Alice Springs. Offering exceptional
service and facilities, we’re the perfect choice for
your next escape or event.

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Experience Crowne Plaza Alice Springs for yourself.

+61 8 8950 8000 or visit www.crowneplaza.com.au
Proudly published by Walsh Media Call
Services
SYDNEY2089
MELBOURNE
PERTH SA
AUCKLAND
Level 3, 18-20 Grenfell Street Adelaide SA 5000 GPO Box
Adelaide
5001 LONDON
HONG KONG
OVER 300 LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE
Phone (08) 8221 5600 Fax (08) 8221 5601 Email walshmedia@adelaide.on.net

NEW YORK

Advertising Proof

For all your steel requirements
This is a proof of your advertisement booked for the 2005/06 edition of the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association
• Beams & Columns • RHS & Pipe
Yearbook. Please check it thoroughly and fax back to us with your signed approval on (08) 8221 5601.

• Flat & Angles
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• Plate
• Sheet & Coil

Should there be any alterations, please contact Helen Lee on (08) 8221 5600.
NOTE: Due to printing deadlines, if conﬁrmation is not received by

then approval will be assumed.
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Fax: (08) 8984 2699

50 O’Sullivan Circuit, East Arm, Darwin • email: sales-darwin@bluescopesteel.com
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Alice Springs 2010/11 branch Report
It has been a busy twelve months for the NTCA executive and my first as Alice Springs Chair.
Supporting the industry involves debating and
lobbying, writing submissions, reports, meetings and countless
hours of reading in a bid to stay abreast of emerging issues and
keep up the pace on existing ones.
As I write this, yet another scud is passing over Alice,
complimenting a spectacular season past, and to come. All in
the district are reporting incredible rainfall with some having
received highest falls on record. Now is the time to have the
cameras in action recording and monitoring healthy pastures
and species return. Not sure if it is coincidental but at home,
we are yet to see Government land monitors out sharing the
excitement and recording the ability of this amazing country
to recover from an incredibly drawn out dry spell. Once again,
record breaking for some.

Pastoral Valuations

2010 saw the release to pastoralist of the unimproved capital
land values after a revaluation in 2009. The somewhat farcical
situation saw some leaseholders values increase up to 1500%
with a disproportionate increase occurring in the centre
resulting in over 50% of the pastoral estate lodging objections.
The NTCA was successful in negotiating a reduction in the
multiplier to 0.248%, down from 1.22, for some resulting
in a decrease of pastoral rent. For those that are involved in
the objection process; there is no allowance in the Pastoral
Lands Act and the Land Valuation Act for exemption from the
payment of rental where objections have been lodged. Therefore
the status quo remains and rents are to be paid with adjustments
to be made dependent on the outcome of the appeals process.

Roe Creek

Carbon

2010/11 has seen quite a few changes at the Roe Creek Yards
facility. Foremost being the employment of Operations
Manager Jim Willoughby. Jim hails from SA and has many
years’ experience working with stock. He is joined by his wife
Tracy and has three adult children residing in SA.

An emerging issue for all of us and one that is going to remain
on the agenda for the foreseeable future is the issue of carbon
tax, trading, emissions, bio-sequestration, permanency,

The Finance Committee has been engaged in discussion and
decision making surrounding the new office, infrastructure/
machinery and all issues pertaining to financial management
and future opportunities for the Roe Creek facility.
The office is currently under construction with completion and
installation due April/May. After many hours of deliberation,
the site has been chosen and the stumps are already in place.
We look forward to members continued support of this facility
and availing themselves to the great level of service provided.
Additionally, taking the time to drop into the new office for a
cuppa when completed.
Bushfires

As sure as the sun rises tomorrow, following a season in the
centre like we are having, a spectacular fire season is imminent.
We have had a minor taste with 15 fires burning in the Centre
during February, however recent storms has bought us a
reprieve. The NTCA has been engaged in countless hours
of discussions and lobbying with NREATAS, ASP Bushfires
Council and various other stakeholders, ensuring our concerns
are being heard and acted upon. A business case is currently
being put together in preparation for a cabinet submission and
plans for prescribed burning training is currently underway.

As I write this, yet another scud is passing
over Alice, complimenting a spectacular
season past, and to come. All in the district
are reporting incredible rainfall with some
having received highest falls on record.
additionality, aggregation and mitigation. Jargon many of us,
until recently, have never heard before.
The announcement of the Carbon Farming Initiative was closely
followed by a gargantuan backflip by Prime Minister Gillard and the
announcement of the imminent price on carbon and a carbon tax.
The NTCA in conjunction with MLA recently hosted a forum in
Darwin addressing the role of carbon, carbon capture, abatement
schemes and possible opportunities for those of us in the business
of food production. There were many enlightening moments
throughout the forum but one thing that remains most clear is
that there are very limited, if any, opportunities for pastoralists to
utilise current mechanisms for abatement and claiming of carbon
credits.
There is much ambiguity and confusion, not to mention anxiety
surrounding this issue. Politically explosive and fast paced with
the CFI due to be introduced into Federal Legislation by July
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The two fuel benefits that matter
most, now in the one company,
quality & value
Ausfuel Gull

Over 50 Offices Around Australia
Independent valuations and advice on:
• Council Assets
• Commercial
• Residential
• Industrial
• Rural Property in the Northern Territory
and the Ord/Kimberleys
Directors
Terry Roth AAPI
Frank Peacocke AAPI
Robin J Gardiner FAPI (Consultant)
Certified Practising Valuers
Herron Todd White Darwin
GPO Box 4247, Darwin NT 0801
Telephone: 8941 4833
Facsimile: 8941 4855
Email: admin.darwin@htw.com.au
Visit our Website: www.htw.com.au

• Largest independent supplier of all fuel and lubricant
products in Northern Australia
• Largest independent retail network in WA / NT
• Extensive fuel card network

Fuel Equipment Rentals
• Self-bunded tanks
• Fuel management systems & dispensing equipment

1300 723 706
ausfuel.com.au

Proudly Supporting the Cattle Industry

SOLAR &
AGRICULTURAL PUMPING

AUSF00002 Cattle Ind 136x90.indd 1
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Solar powered water pumping systems have been developed by NOV Mono®
to pump water from boreholes, wells, lakes or rivers where electric or diesel
power is unavailable or unreliable.
Mono’s range of surface and borehole pumps, designed specifically for water
supply are capable of delivering heads up to 300m and flows up to 14 litres
per second.
SUN SUb

ASP

- Flows up to 135,000 l/day.
- Heads up to 150m

- Flows up to 4.3lps
- Heads up to 240m

The submersible solar system
is ideal for remote, unattended
locations.

AGM

Surface pump well suited
for long haul pumping
applications.
- Flows up to 14lps
- Heads up to 300m

CP PUMP

This great little all rounder
for water as well as food,
beverage and chemicals.
- Flows up to 2.1 lps
- Heads up to 28m

Motorised or bareshaft
surface pump widely used
for transferring water.

Sb3

Ideal windmill or hand pump
replacement unit in areas
where small shallow 3 inch
bores typically used.
- Flows up t 24,000 l/day.
- Heads up to 50m.

bOREHOLE

Made to last, cattle stations
throughout Australia.
- Flows up to 14lps
- Heads up to 300m

To learn more contact us on 1800 333 138, email
ozsales@nov.com or our website at www.monopumps.com.au
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ALICE SPRINGS 2010/11 BRANCH REPORT continued

2011 closely followed by the Carbon Tax in July 2012 with an
Emissions Trading Scheme touted for 2015.
At a Territory level the NT Govt has set an objective in their
Climate Change Strategy for a carbon neutral NT by 2018.
With the issue of ownership over the carbon yet to be decided,
watch this space!
Live Export

Live export continues to be a major item on the NTCA agenda
with the impact of the reinforcement of weight restrictions in
Indonesia being felt Australia wide. On a positive note, the
season in Central Australia has provided an opportunity for
Barkly producers to fatten cows traditionally bound for live
export and take advantage of a strong hook price. The effect of
the strong Aussie dollar on cattle prices has been mitigated by
the demand for cattle due to the shortfall bought on by floods
and the after affects of Cyclone Yasi.

the fight for members. The challenges are considerable ranging
from lack of money (NT Gov), lack of staff (NT Gov), lack of
technical knowledge (NT Gov) and inclement weather (not
the NT Govt this time). We have pushed for a seat at the table
throughout the budget allocation and strategic planning stage,
so keep the feedback and photos coming, ensuring we are armed
with the information required to make informed discussion and
debate whilst at the table.
Staff

I have made previous mention of the new faces at the Roe Creek
facility. I would like to acknowledge the previous contribution
of Stephen Turner and Portia Peterkin to the Alice Springs
branch and the outstanding ongoing effort and support from
Jo, Salty and Luke.
Thank you.

Roads

It would be remiss of me not to mention roads in this report.
We are constantly doing battle on this issue and continuing

Tracey Hayes aLICE CHAIR

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY NT INC

IN SUPPORT OF THE
NT CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Showcasing Northern Territory cattle
at the annual Royal Darwin Show

Visitor Centre & Cafe.
Visitor
& Cafe.
Be partCentre
of a proud
Be
part of atradition.>
proud
Australian
Australian
tradition.>
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reservations@flyingdoctor.org.au
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www.flyingdoctor.org.au

July 26th to 28th 2012
“YEAR OF THE FARMER”
www.darwinshow.com.au 08 8984 3091
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Situated only 7kms from Katherine CBD
Experienced professional staff onsite 24/7
Baled hay grown onsite under irrigation
NFC hay cubes and pelleted feed
New certified trailer length weighbridge
Plus small weighbridge for small lots or
individual weighing
• Excellent shelter from weather
• Protocol done undercover

FULL SERVICE

For all your fleet management and enquires
contact Mark Girven, Sales Manager

• Weighbridge • Dip • Undercover Protocol
• 30,000 head capacity • AQIS registered

441 Victoria Highway PO Box 2326 Katherine NT 0851
Telephone (08) 8974 0000 Mobile 0428 731 246
Fax (08) 8971 0209 Fleet@katherinetoyota.com.au

DIPPING FACILITIES – AQIS REGISTERED LAE 179

Located 1km off the road in quiet surrounds

ABN 26 094 705 978 LMVD 306

For further information or to book, call

DEPOT MANAGER
0439 060 743

5062 Florina Road, Katherine NT 0850

2010 NORTHERN TERRITORY FLEET DEALER OF THE YEAR

Boarding Life.
A nurturing home
away from home.

SOUTHERN CROSS
DARWIN
FOR IRRIGATION, SUBMERSIBLE & SOLAR
PUMPS, AUSSIE PRESSURE CLEANERS

CALL NOW!
Adelaide’s innovative boarding
and day school for girls from
Early Learning to Year 12.

30 Hawkers Rd, Medindie
South Australia 5081
Phone +61 8 8344 6688
www.wilderness.com.au

8932 2022

Fax: 8932 2721

Email: scross@octa4.net.au
www.southerncrossdarwin.com.au
870, 11 Mile Stuart Highway, Pinelands 0829
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Katherine 2010/11 branch Report
The 2010 year could be regarded as a turbulent year with the introduction of the Indonesian Trade
Restrictions which translated to a bonus for southern processors.
However there is confidence additional viable markets
will eventuate. The industry has enjoyed generally a successful
and progressive period during the previous few years.
Local government and land valuations

The NTCA has been successful in keeping a lid on rates to date
and without the intensive lobbying this recently introduced tax
would be on a par with the rates imposed on our Queensland
counterparts. At the same time the NTCA have highlighted the
inconsistencies in the method of determining each individual
property unimproved capital value (ucv ) this highlights the
opportunity at develop a simpler and more practical method of
managing this system.
Agribusiness Strategy

The invitation from the Government to participate in the
strategy was appreciated.
The mapping for future Government direction in relation to
Industry requirements will be hinged on the completed document.
Road infrastructure will play an enormous part in the success of
future developments.

preference in what can be such a life threatening issue and
continues to be treated with disdain by those responsible.
Finally, my appreciation for the support from, Maria Townsend
as Deputy Chair, for feedback on issues and agendas. Jak
Andrews as Alternate and for not been too critical of his
Fathers methods of managing agripolitics and for stepping
in as chair when Maria or I could not be there. Luke for his
professionalism and grasp of issues; Jo shearn for her jovial
polite efficiency and Sally Sullivan for her good back up on the
secretarial side.
The branch committee for always being available and Sean
Coutts for his continued sponsorship and support.
I have completely enjoyed the 28 years of being involved in the
NTCA and realise its vital importance to the Industry, socially,
politically and economically.
Note: Allan stood down as Katherine
Chair after 28 years in and around the
NTCA executive. His contribution has been
outstanding.
Allan Andrews CHAIR KATHERINE BRANCH

Nuclear waste facility

The proposed low level nuclear waste dump at Muckaty has the
potential to have a negative influence on our industry due to the
stigma of “contamination by association”.
The Barkly Landcare Association has provided a very
professional response to this issue and the NTCA has adopted
a precautionary approach at this stage. Producers, consumers
and markets must be reassured that there be no perception of or
contamination from a proposed facility.
Indigenous Training

Thanks to the dedication of Tony Freshwater and Mick
Armstrong very positive feedback has been received on the
management of this program.
It is important the NTCA is an active participant in bringing
more Indigenous people back into the industry.
Air Evacuations

The inefficiency of the current system remains unresolved.
Although there is an interim contractor in place the decision
to award a new contract is still to eventuate. Politics are taking

PITAC (NT)

Primary Industries Training Advisory Council (NT) Inc.
The Primary Industries Training Advisory Council (NT) is a
not-for-profit Industry Association that assists the primary industries
with advice on training in the following areas of coverage:

4 Rural Production and Operations
4 Animal Care and Management
4 Food Processing
4 Forest and Forestry Products
4 Conservation and Land Management
Ph 8981 0055

4 Horticulture
4 Meat Processing
4 Aquaculture
4 Wine Production
4 Agriculture

Contact Eddie Morgan
Fax 8981 0060 Mobile 0427 419 677

GPO Box 647, Parap NT 0814 email: eddie.morgan@pitac.org.au

www.pitac.org.au
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Advertising Proof

The world’s most innovative quadbike roll over protection

This is a proof of your advertisement booked for the 2006/07 edition of the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association
Yearbook. Please check it thoroughly and fax back to us with your signed approval on (08) 8221 5601.
Can you lift 300kg?
Should there be any alterations, please contact Helen Lee on (08) 8221 5600.
Whilst lying, possibly
on the ground?
NOTE: Due to printing deadlines, if confirmation is not received by
then approvalinjured
will be assumed.

Don’t let this happen to you!

Quadbike injury and deaths devastate rural families and communities and cost you $$$.
The QuadbarTM is the most extensively tested quadbike rollover protection ever, with the backing of independent
engineering & university assessment. The QuadbarTM is a passive rollover protection structure.
Visit www.quadbar.com.au for information including features, suitability, research, testing and much much more.

I ntegrated
I s V aluation
V S ervices (nt)
IVS is able to offer a full range of commercial industrial and
residential valuation services, specialising in pastoral, agricultural
and rural valuations in the Northern Territory, Western Australia,
Western Queensland and Northern South Australia.

2/78 Hartley Street
Alice Springs
Ph 08 8952 7368
Fax 08 8952 0755
13/82 Wood Street
Darwin City
Ph 08 8942 0744
Fax 08 8942 0755
Email ross@ivsasp.com

Client Approval – Fax back to (08) 8221 5601
Client:

Date:

Authorised by:

Signature:

Tennant Creek 2010/11 branch Report
The Barkly region has experienced another exceptional wet season across most areas with well above
average rainfall to date.
There have been areas of minor flooding and some road
damage to our vital net work system that will need immediate
attention once it dries up. The long range forecast for our area
also remains favourable with a 55% chance of above average
falls for the next 3 months.
We will need to keep pressure on the department of main roads
again this year, as the road inspections carried out with them
last year didn’t go close to resolving the issues of maintaining
the road infrastructure we have.
The live export market has been very strong over the Christmas
period with steer prices reaching $2.20/kg and heifers making
$2.00/kg, it is expected that these prices will remain firm for the
start of 2011. There are still challenges ahead for the region with
the weight protocol of 350kg still in place and indications are it
will remain there for some time. Our region has had some good
sales through Alice Springs to Midfield Meats and also through
to Naracoorte to Teys Bros. meatworks giving the region the
ability to clear aged and cull cows from our production systems.
With nearly all the producers in the area being active members
of the Barkly Landcare and Conservation Association it has
been an active year with a number of projects up and running.
It is pleasing to see that there has been an investment into the
invasive Rubber Bush problem that is threatening the Barkly.
The Nuclear Waste facility at Muckaty station is still tied up
in negotiations with the 4 traditional owner clans. There has
been rising support for these people from our major centres
such as Melbourne and Sydney due to the demonstrations
they have held. Our position remains firm in that this facility
should have open and honest public consultation and that the
whole process be transparent with due process to determine the
most suitable spot in Australia. Pat Davoren Manager of the
Radioactive Waste Management Section for the Department of
Resources, Energy and Tourism, explained at a recent NTCA
executive meeting held at Helen Springs that a preliminary
scan determined Muckaty as a possible site, however an
Environmental Impact Statement needs completion by the
Environment Minister and further public processes completed,
therefore the site at Muckaty has not yet been approved as a
radioactive storage/disposal site. If the site is to be approved, a
Regional Consultative Committee would be formed and would
meet annually and the NTCA would be part of that committee.
Our whole region has experienced some form of exploration
over the last 12 months with mining companies continuing to
be active in our area. Minemakers have the approval and worked

through the culturally sensitive issues with the traditional
owners to go ahead with Wonarah project.
Gina Smith and Lindsay Bookie from the Central Land Council
Board of Directors with Arruwurra Aboriginal Corporation,
Chairman Paul Slater and Minemakers Chairman George Savell
signed a deal which allows the phosphate mine at Wonarah
to proceed. With its feasibility study complete and having
received NT Government approval for its environmental
impact statement, Minemakers is now ready to proceed with
the project as soon as financial deals are secured. The deposit,
which has a life span in excess of 30 years, is expected to yield
between 400 and 600 million tonnes of phosphate which is
used predominantly in the fertiliser industry but also in the
production of food and herbicides.
The region has also been fortunate to have the active service of
our local Department of Natural Resources technical officers
from Tennant Creek with a wide range of on ground projects.
These will help keep the industry ahead of the profit squeeze
our whole industry is facing.
With the new Carbon Tax on the horizon and the associated
costs that will be passed on down the line to primary producers
as end users, we will need to be aggressive on this issue to
be heard. Our urban cousins will have no recognition or
understanding of the detrimental cost that this tax will impose
on our already bleeding industry.
In closing I wish everyone a prosperous 2011
and the determination to get the job done.

Geoff Murrell TENNANT CREEK
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Darwin Luxury Boutique Accommodation
www.morethanaroom.com.au

More Than A Room

0418 616 888

DINING – FUNCTIONS – WEDDINGS – CORPORATE EVENTS
IN THE BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDS OF HERITAGE LISTED ADMIRATLY HOUSE

Lunch – Wednesday to Friday from 12:00 noon. Dinner – 7 nights ‘til late.

EnginEErEd to sEt your hEart racing

new MF 5400: Superior DnA
www.masseyferguson.com/dna

INCORPORATING:

• Victoria River Downs Station
• Moolooloo Station
• Mt Sanford Station
• Pigeon Hole Station
• Flora Valley Station
• Birrindudu Station
MAJOR SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY CATTLE
FOR THE LIVE EXPORT INDUSTRY
PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE
NT CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

All enquiries:

Ph: (08) 8975 0795

Email: info@heytesburycattle.com.au

Exceptional power-to-weight ratio for the ultimate agility and response
Innovative technology delivers outstanding results from 80 – 110 hp
Intelligent design and unique styling for enhanced visibility
Precision engineering for a dynamic all round performance

is a worldwide brand of AGCO.

Farmworld NT

Humpty Doo & Katherine Ph: 08 8988 9411 Fax: 08 8988 9422
Email: farmworld@ozemail.com.au Web: farmworld.com.au
“The Territory’s Farm Machinery professionals”

TOP END 2010/11 BRANCH report
Looking back over previous reports the 2006 report gives me the perfect line which to commence this report
and show that the NTCA and the Industry are still out there and doing what we do best.
“Our Industry is progressing by tackling
Industry problems and challenges with a
positive attitude.”

in obtaining permits and this issue must be revisited to obtain a
better out come before calving percentages are reduced further.
Some producers are reporting losses of up to 10% from wild dogs.

NTCA has matured into a professional Industry Body tackling,
lobbying and confronting issues and new legislations that other
industry bodies are hesitant to confront at times and we as the
Top End Branch play our part in assisting in gaining these
acheivements.

Animal Welfare will continue to be a issue with animal welfare
groups watching the live export trade very closely also the long
distance transport of stock from the northern to southern markets
will be under scrutiny.

The 2009/10 wet season started late with no good rain received
until well into December which made the season very difficult
for some producers who had to battle fires at the same time. The
dry season over most of the top end was one of the best for many
years with regular showers and good falls in September, October
and November with normal wet season set in late December.
The Top End branch hosted a very successful Conference and
Dinner at the Darwin Convention Centre and with good
attendance of both the conference and dinner. The opportunity
to speak to suppliers/agents/financiers other cattlemen and as well
as with guest speakers and not to mention the social aspect of it
all and I believe has to be beneficial to all in attendance.
A cattle truck and trailer made the backdrop for the event with
helicopters strategically placed above – it was no mean feat
positioning this machinery.

With the increase in the number of properties infected by the
parkhurst cattle tick showed that the current policy will need to
be reviewed. With the increasing numbers of feeder stock being
agisted in the Top End the costs involved are becoming prohibited
to move stock from property to property before export.
The Aeromedical contract should have been let in November,
there is still no indication when this will happen.
I am pleased to see the Northern Territory Agribusiness strategy
released and hope that itgives all primary Industries the incentive
to further develop their industry.
Ongoing issues that will need to be monitored and communicated
to members from the NTCA office are:
-Pastoral land act and valuations.
-Carbon trading and the carbon farming initiative.
-Native vegetation management act.

Our thanks to all the sponsors and NTCA staff as well all the
people behind the scene that made it all work.

-Weeds

During the year producers had to rethink their management due
to the Indonesian’s restricting the importation of feeder stock
to less than 350kgs and complete stoppage of slaughter stock
and the restrictions on import permits I do feel that MLA were
behind the 8 ball on this issue and have considerable ground to
make up, even though the situation is improving with the freeing
up of import permits and reemergence of other smaller markets.
Industry and the NTCA will have to be pro active and drive the
changes required to continue to grow the industry.

-Work health and safety

The situation regarding roads has not changed over many years
main highways/main arterial roads (Douglas/Daly Pt Stuart
Adelaide River District) are starting to fail eg. Arnhem and
many other roads are only patched and the increasing weight
restrictions are just adding costs that the industry can not afford.
Other issues that have affected Top End producers are the
increasing numbers of wild dogs
The introduction of manufactured baits was to allow a quick
knock down of wild dogs in a area in conjunction with a wet
baiting program. This has not happened due to the difficulty

-Northern Meatworks.
-Native title
I would like to thank Rohan for his support through out the year
along with Chris Muldoon, Markus Rathsmann and top end
branch members. Luke and Jo require a special mention for their
effort and professionalism though out the year and their work is
greatly appreciated.
I will not be standing for chairman at this AGM and I wish the
new Chair and all the best for the coming year. I have to say that
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Chairman along with the
challenges, highs & lows.
I would also like to thank all those who have assisted me
throughout the past year, your assistance and
guidance has been invaluable.
Thank you.

Tony Searle CHAIRMAN TOP END
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ILC – creating Indigenous
employment and training
opportunities and bringing
land back into production
in the Northern Territory.
Proud partners with the
NTCA in the Indigenous
Pastoral Program.
PEOPLE

•

LAND

•

OPPORTUNITY

www.ilc.gov.au

NTCA Indigenous Employment Program
The NTCA remains a key partner of the Indigenous Pastoral Program (IPP), a program established in
2003 to increase the profitability of Aboriginal pastoral enterprises and increase long term employment
outcomes for Aboriginal people in the pastoral industry
During 2010 and again in 2011, the NTCA with the
support of committed NTCA members successfully recruited
and trained over 60 Indigenous stockmen and women into
long term employment across the Daly, Katherine, Barkly and
VRD regions. The program is now working to the NTCA’s
Northern Territory Pastoral Industry Indigenous Training and
Employment Strategy (NTPIITES) 2011 – 2016. This year a
25 minute Occupational Health and Safety DVD was produced
by the NTCA and launched by Minister Ludwig at the 2011
conference. The DVD has been distributed across Australia
and viewed by many young people starting out in our industry.
Copies of the Strategy and OH&S DVD are available on
request from the Alice Springs Office.
The NTCA Bohning Yards in Alice Springs have been playing
a critical part in the direct employment of young Indigenous
people under a structured school based vocational, education
and training program. With its redevelopment the yard
complex is now a significant venue for hosting intensive
training programs for both the NTCA employment program
and other outside parties.

The NTCA continues to be a leading partner and champion
of Indigenous employment programs assisted by both the NT
and federal governments. The NTCA looks forward to working
with both governments in the future, and more importantly
remains committed to providing support to members who are
participating in Indigenous employment.
Thank you to members who have continued to support the
program in a difficult and tough year.
Tony Freshwater NT Manager

For more information

Top End / VRD Regions
Mick Armstrong 0427 795 151
Barkly / Central Regions
Greg Vidler 0488 658 151
NT Manager
Tony Freshwater 0428 580 060
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Neighbours working together to build
Asian cattle production capacity
A joint initiative of the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association (NTCA) and Northern Territory Livestock
Exporters Association (NTLEA) and part funded by the Australian Government Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry’s (DAFF) Promoting Australian Produce (PAP) program commenced in 2010.

1.

This initiative aims to develop capacity to build greater
links between the NT and our South East Asian neighbours.
By better understanding and working within the economic,
political and socio-cultural climates, this initiative aims to
promote and market cattle more effectively and grow 2 way
opportunities and relationships. It also builds on the NTCA
bursary program launched in 2010 which saw a young industry
leader in Robi Agistar travel to Australia for a field study
program and further work in Indonesia.
There is a clear focus on developing closer links to the farmers
and production systems, particularly in Indonesia and working
to improve local production capacity. Indonesian aspirations
to build greater levels of food security and self sufficiency are
seen as an opportunity for greater transfer of knowledge. These
aspirations are not in conflict with the existing live export trade.

In late 2010 and early 2011, NT industry and government
delegations visited Indonesia to meet with government at the
national and provincial level, businesses and farmers, including
an industry and government conference and industry field visits
to East Kalimantan. There have been a number of reciprocal
visits to the Northern Territory in late 2010 and early 2011
which have continued to build the people to people linkages,
from farmers to senior industry and government officials. A
delegation from East Kalimantan visited the 2011 NTCA
Conference and stayed in the Katherine region to inspect
stations and production systems and meet with local producers.
The NTCA sees a critical need to build and foster long term
and constructive relationships with the countries in our region.
With close to half the world population located close to our
time zone, and to our north, the Northern Territory remains
best positioned to provide leadership.

1. Indonesian industry and provincial government representatives
with the Riggs family on Lakefield Station, building people to
people links 2. Di Sorley (Lake Nash Station and vet) with women
from East Kalimantan Ministry of Agriculture and Industry 3. East
Kalimantan delegation inspect cattle on Lakefield Station, NT
4. NT Industry / Government and East Kalimantan conference and
information sharing workshop 5. Inspecting cattle under oil palm
production systems in Indonesia.
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NTCA donate
to farmers in
Central Java
Following the eruption of Mount Merapi in
October 2010 and the destruction of villages,
farmland and livestock the NTCA donated
45,000,000.00 Rp to farmers of the region.
2.

This aid, in the form of feed concentrate was distributed
by the feedlot industry association, APFINDO. In a
visit to Jakarta in October, NTCA President Rohan
Sullivan met with Ministry of Agriculture officials
to make the pledge of funds. In his address Rohan
Sullivan said, “The cattle farmers and producers of
the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association are
deeply saddened at the great loss and hardship being
experienced by the people and farmers of Central Java
as a result of the devastating volcano. Our farmers
pledge 45,000,000 Rp. to the cattle farmers of Central
Java to purchase feed for starving cattle and help protect
their cattle, their lives and livelihoods of their families.”

3.

The assistance provided by Northern Territory
producers to their counterparts in Indonesia is part of
the NTCA commitment to improve the direct farmer
to farmer links between our two countries and grow a
deeper relationship for the long term benefit of both
countries.

4.

The pledge of funds - Indonesian
Ministry of Agriculture, Jakarta

5.
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ROE CREEK Bohning Yards 2010/11 Report
Located on 58 hectares of freehold land at Roe Creek, on the Stuart Highway south of Alice Springs the
NTCA’s Bohning Yards have seen many changes, including a new management team from the beginning
of 2011.
Jim Willoughby is the Operations Manager and his wife
Tracy has taken on the NTCA Office Management position and
have recently moved in to the renovated manager’s residence.
Ideally located as a gateway to Central Australia the Kimberley,
eastern, southern and even Western Australia the spelling and
sale yard complex incorporates state of the art scanning and
weighing facilities with full time on site management. In late
2010 work commenced to relocate the NTCA Alice Springs
Office to Roe Creek with a new spacious transportable building
providing members, staff, vendors, buyers, agents and others
dropping in, a comfortable spot to do business, have meetings
and just catch up.
The yards have undergone some much needed repairs and
maintenance to improve our OH&S standards and with
the older infrastructure these jobs will be ongoing, however
substantial changes are already noticeable.
Changes have included cleaning out all the yards and back
filling with sand, fixing all leaks in troughs, painting yard and
ramp numbers, upgrading the overhead walkways, placing
relevant signage , trimming and planting trees and encouraging
lawn to grow around the yards and new office.
Over 35,000 head of cattle went through the yards during
2010 and going on early signs in 2011 we may expect up to
40,000 head. With rain and more rain, the 2010 Show Sale in
July was again an outstanding success with 4,000 head offered
to strong interstate demand, and once again prices reflecting
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the high regard shown for central Australian cattle by buyers.
In 2010 the yards also hosted a record single vendor sale with
the Cadzow family of Mt Riddock offering 3,000 head of high
quality, Hereford heifers, breeders and breeders with calves at
foot to very strong demand from NSW, SA and elsewhere. With
a 100% clearance this sale was an outstanding success for the
vendor and the region. Sales in 2011 will be largely around the
show sale and once again we expect strong demand.
The facility is continuing to upgrade systems and the standard
of service, including sourcing new hay suppliers and improved
feeding systems to deliver less waste and more value for clients.
Negotiations with the NT Government to lease 400 hectares of
land adjoining the yards commenced in 2010 and if successful
this land will provide a good security buffer around the yards
and allow for limited emergency spelling and recovery as well as
a provide additional areas for NTCA training programs.
In 2012 the idea of having two extra sales at Roe Creek is
looking promising with sales being proposed for May and
August either side of the Show Sale in July.
Thank you to all Members who continue to support the
Association and its Bohning Yards; we look
forward to supporting your business and
providing you with ongoing service.

Jim Willoughby Operations Manager
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