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Australia’s toughest
critics agree
Implants increase profitability

“Economic analysis shows implants
improve gross margin by an
average of $29 per head.” 2
Lloyd Davies

Agricultural Economist

“Implants deliver the best return
on investment in our business”
Phil Conaghan
Barmount Feedlot
Marlborough, Qld

Leading beef producers and advisors agree that the use of Compudose® and other
implants maximise the productivity and profitability of the Australian beef industry.
By a whopping 160,000 tonnes or $210 million each year, to be exact!1,2 Find out
more at www.toughestcritics.com.au or contact Elanco on 1800 226 324.
Tried. Proven. Trusted.
1

Hunter, R.A. (2009). HGP use in the Australian beef industry. Meat and Livestock Australia Project B.NBP.0397 2Davies, B.L. (2008) Economic evaluation of hormonal growth promotants, Meat and Livestock Australia Project B.NBP.0506
*Elanco®, Compudose® and the diagonal colour bar are trademarks of Eli Lilly and Company. EAH2020C

Year in Review 2011-2012
Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association

2011/12 NTCA Executive Members and Key Staff

2

Year in Review 2011-2012

Major Sponsors NT Cattlemen’s Association Annual Conference 2012

4

Prepared and Edited by

2012 NTCA AGM President’s Report
Rohan Sullivan

6

Northern Territory
Cattlemen’s Association

Luke Bowen and Tracey Page

2012 NTCA Executive Director’s Report
Luke Bowen

16

Creative Light Studio for their
contribution of selected conference
and event pictures.

Top End 2011/12 Branch Report
David Warriner

20

Katherine 2011/12 Branch Report
Tom Stockwell

22

Advertising Sales

Barkly 2011/12 Branch Report
Angus Mitchell

27

Alice Springs 2011/12 Branch Report
Tracey Hayes

29

Cattle Council Report
George Scott

33

National Farmers Federation Report
Roy Chisholm

36

2012 NTCA AGM and Northern Beef Forum

41

Northern Beef Forum Keynote Address
John Baker

43

2012 NTCA AGM in Pictures

45

2012 NTCA Ladies Lunch

48

2012 NTCA 28th Annual Gala Dinner in Pictures

52

Life Membership for Industry Stalwarts - Mick Moloney
Ken Warriner

57

Life Membership for Industry Stalwarts - David Crombie
John & Terry Underwood.

59

Blueprint. Taking the bull by the horns

61

Bohning Yards Alice Springs
Jim Willoughby

62

Indigenous Employment Program
Tony Freshwater

67

Connellan Airways Trust

69

Legal Update 2012

70

Regional Landcare Facilitator
Peter Clifton

71

Meat & Livestock Australia

72

Photography

Walsh Media Services
Ph 08 8221 5600

Design and Publishing
Walsh Media Services
ACN 056 630 016
Level 3, 18-20 Grenfell Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000
Ph 08 8221 5600
Fax 08 8221 5601
Email admin@walshmedia.com.au
www.walshmedia.com.au

table of
Contents

Advancing and Protecting the Interests of Cattle Producers in the Northern Territory Norther n Territor y Cattlemen’s Association

1

2011/2012 NTCA Executive
Members and key staff

Rohan Sullivan
President

Roy Chisholm
NFF Representative

George Scott
Cattle Council
Representative

Tracey Hayes
Alice Springs Branch
Chair

Chris Nott
Alice Springs Branch
Deputy Chair

Tom Stockwell
Katherine Branch
Chair

Jak Andrews
Katherine Branch
Deputy Chair

Angus Mitchell
Tennant Creek Chair

Henry Burke
Tennant Creek
Deputy Chair

David Warriner
Top End Chair

Chris Muldoon
Top End Deputy
Chair

Luke Bowen
Executive Director

Tony Freshwater
Project Manager

Mick Armstrong
Noel Cuffe
Tracey Page
Industry Field Officer Industry Field Officer Office Manager
Darwin

Tracy Willoughby
Administration
Officer Alice Springs

Jim Willoughby
Bohning Yards
Manager

Member National Farmer’s Federation | Member Cattle Council of Australia

Secretariat

Alice Springs Office

Current President

Executive Director

Suite 9
1st Floor Raffles Plaza
1 Buffalo Court
DARWIN NT 0800
office.darwin@ntca.org.au

Bohning Yards Complex
Roe Creek
South Stuart Hwy
Alice Springs NT
office.alice@ntca.org.au

GPO Box 4845
DARWIN NT 0801
Phone (08) 8981 5976
Fax (08) 8981 9527

GPO Box 2288
Alice Springs NT 0871
Phone (08) 8952 5122
Fax (08) 8953 4260

MrDavid Warriner
GPO Box 4845
DARWIN NT 0801
Phone (08) 8981 5976
Fax (08) 8981 9527
president@ntca.org.au

Mr Luke Bowen
GPO Box 4845
DARWIN NT 0801
Phone (08) 8981 5976
Fax (08) 8981 9527
luke.bowen@ntca.org.au

2 Norther n Territor y Cattlemen’s Association Advancing and Protecting the Interests of Cattle Producers in the Northern Territory

Catherine Marriott
RIRDC WA Rural Woman of the Year 2012

Wellard Rural Exports would like to thank all the NT producers, agents and suppliers for their
support throughout the eventful last 12 months.
In particular we wish to thank:
Stafford Stock & Property, Landmark, Elders, Top End Land & Livestock, Consolidated Pastoral
Company, Heytesbury Pastoral Company, Dowling Livestock & Property, Jones Cattle NT, Queensland
Rural, Ray White Rural, Territory Rural.
Contact:
Steve Grose
0418 892 228

The long term opportunities for marketing quality Australian livestock to world markets have never
been greater.

Nick Tonkin
0408 000 979

Every day we field enquiries from every corner of the globe so we can link the world’s consumers with
Australian farmers. We make a point of engaging with producers and customers to maximise and
share knowledge of market requirements to ensure the right product is available at the right time, to
best serve our customers and our suppliers. Plus, we provide important marketplace competition for
Top End cattle.

wellard.com.au

Contact us for more information on our activities, markets and opportunities.

Richard Keach
0429 896 580

Thank you
to all our sponsors
Major Sponsors
NT Cattlemen’s Association AGM 2012
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p H 02 6373 3046
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PORT of DARWIN

Australia’s northern
gateway of choice

Live cattle exports are an important part of the Northern Territory’s – and Australia’s – agricultural
economy, and the Port of Darwin is perfectly geared to handle over 50% of the nation’s livestock
exports.
With its multi-modal facilities, deep water berths and dedicated infrastructure the Port of Darwin
boasts more than 25 years live export experience and currently holds the world record with 24,683
head of export cattle on a single vessel.
Darwin’s proximity to Australia’s beef producers and to growing consumer markets in SE Asia
make it the port of choice. Cattle spend less time in transit both on land and at sea which is vital to
maintaining their superior quality.
The Port of Darwin is extremely well served by excellent quarantine services and highly-trained
stevedores who understand the value of animal welfare.
So, when it comes to exporting live cattle quickly and efficiently, put your trust in the Port of Darwin.

Phone: +61 8 8922 0660
Fax:
+61 8 8922 0666
darwinport@nt.gov.au
GPO Box 390, DARWIN NT 0801 Australia
www.darwinport.nt.gov.au

2012 NTCA AGM President’s Report
Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, today I deliver my final report as President of the NT
Cattlemen’s Association. I do so with a mixture of relief, at having survived; regret, for the things I didn’t get
done; and respect. Respect for this Association and its members; but also the people in the wider industry,
their determination and resilience, and the unity and focus that has been shown in the last 12 months.
When I gave my report at last years conference in
Katherine, I spoke about looking forward with some
confidence; of emerging markets for Australian Beef and the
continuing strength and potential growth in our major live
export market, Indonesia.
But even as I spoke, the fuse was already alight on a bomb that
would explode beneath us when 4 Corners put their program ‘A
Bloody Business’ to air.
Despite engaging with 4 Corners to try and put the industry
side of the story, the footage shown overwhelmed everything
else. Cattle producers were just as appalled as anyone else by
what was shown, but you wouldn’t know it from the initial
public reaction. To them we were the villains, knowingly
sending our stock to a cruel fate and motivated only by money
and greed.
A week later, when the suspension was imposed, we were
suddenly transformed into the victims. Good, hardworking
farmers whose livelihoods and futures had been cast into
uncertainty and gloom by a knee-jerk government decision.
Such is the powerful but fickle nature of the media and public
opinion.
The behind the scenes activity was frantic. There was excellent
teamwork and cooperation between the different industry

Despite engaging with 4 Corners to try and
put the industry side of the story, the footage
shown overwhelmed everything else.
bodies as we responded to developments and tried to get ahead
of the game. The glaring deficiency was the lack of a single voice
or focal point to represent the industry.
It put in sharp focus, the weakness of the Red Meat Advisory
Council when one of its member organisations chose to side
with the radical animal rights groups in calling for the banning
of live exports. The photo of Tom Maguire flanked by Lyn
White and Bidda Jones, shaking hands with Andrew Wilkie
should make anyone involved in the beef industry, or any
agricultural industry for that matter, sick in the guts.

I posed a question to the Chairman of RMAC, Ross Keane, at
the MLA AGM in Longreach last November. “During the live
export crisis, what if any, advice, did RMAC provide to the
Federal Minister, particularly in light of the position taken by
one member which was directly contrary to the interests of at
least two other members.
His answer was simple, “we couldn’t reach a consensus so we
didn’t provide any advice”.
So what happens when the next industry crisis or emergency
hits? It may not affect live exports, it might be something
else. Will RMAC again stand mute while one or more of its
members grapple with a major crisis, because it can’t reach a
consensus?
Not long after the trade was suspended I remember taking a
call from an NTCA member asking how long I thought the
suspension would last. I couldn’t provide an answer, but I did
say that if we could get the issues around the point of slaughter
addressed, we would be just about bullet-proof.
The Export Supply Chain Assurance System implemented by
the Federal Government in Indonesia and now the Middle East
will apply to all of Australia’s live export destinations by the end
of 2012. This system provides a framework for monitoring and
maintenance of animal welfare standards and traceability backed
up by independent audit. It is ESCAS that now allows us to
respond to incidents such as the footage released by Animals
Australia last month, by using the system in place to investigate
breaches and take action to fix them. It reinforces Australia’s
position at the forefront of international animal welfare. The
system comes with a cost, but the cost of not having it is
potentially far worse.
Industry and our service providers MLA and Livecorp copped
a lot of criticism for being too slow and not doing enough to
address animal welfare in Indonesia. Hindsight is a wonderful
thing, but I firmly believe that the work that had been going
on in Indonesia for over a decade, assisting with installation of
restraining boxes and training for example, provided the basis
for a much quicker response and recovery than would otherwise
have been the case. Figures coming out of Indonesia indicate
that almost 80% of accredited supply chains now use stunning
on all imported cattle and that overall, around 85% of imported
Australian cattle are stunned prior to slaughter.
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TO GET THE

PERFECT

BEEF

START FROM

THE GROUND UP
The ultimate quality test for any pasture is animal performance and
with Heritage Seeds quality pasture blends, you can be conﬁdent
of a persistant standard of pasture that delivers superior energy
and protein.
When it’s all about feed utilization and nutritive value, Heritage
Seeds delivers your livestock the energy to grow more, for longer.
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For expert service and advice call:
Northern Australian Manger
Gerry Dogao M: 0427 007 900

Brisbane Ofﬁce
Luke Murphy-Clark: 07 3137 5300

www.heritageseeds.com.au

NTCA President’s Report Continued

The recovery in the trade in the last four months of 2011 in
both volume and price provided a huge shot in the arm for
cattle producers in the north who are so geared to the live
export trade. So it was a savage blow when the Indonesian
government announced that permit numbers for 2012 would be
reduced to barely half that of 2011.
Indonesia

In my previous reports I have spoken about the importance of
Indonesia to north Australia and the complementary nature
of the trade to both Australia and Indonesia. The reduction in
import permit numbers for 2012 is a major blow to confidence.
Despite talk of developing other markets, the fact remains
that with its economic and population growth and increasing
standard of living that Indonesia remains central to the long
term prospects of the trade and with it the northern cattle
industry.
It is a frustrating development because the fundamentals of
the trade to Indonesia are so right in terms of comparative
advantage, value adding, efficient use of resources and the
increasing demand for meat in Indonesia.
We certainly don’t discount the Indonesian ambitions around
moving toward self-sufficiency and continue to point out the
benefits of the live trade to regional areas of Indonesia where
feedlotting of cattle has become an important part of the local
economy. The extent to which the reduction in permit numbers
has been influenced by the suspension of the trade last year
can only be speculated, but there can be no doubt that the
suspension was as much a shock to Indonesia as it was to us.
Today we have in the audience senior academics from Brawijaya
University, Malang, East Java, Professor Kusmartono, and
Padjadjaran University, Bandung, West Java, Dr. Rachmat
Hiduyut. While they are here, we will be discussing the
details of a pilot program to bring Indonesian Animal Science
graduates to northern Australia to broaden their experience. It
is hoped that in the longer term this will help improve relations
between our respective industries and more broadly between the
two countries.
However, long term programs will not solve the current levels of
uncertainty and frustration surrounding the Indonesian trade.
Producers need to make decisions months if not years ahead
and many other parts of the supply chain are similar.
Australian cattle exports to Indonesia over the last four years
are in a steep decline from around 750,000 in 2009, down
to 283,000 this year. So I ask you this question. What would
you do if, at the end of December this year, the Indonesian
government announces another cut in permit numbers? Based

on last year’s exports and this year’s permits, could we be
looking at 150,000 permits for 2013? This is a question for
everyone, producers, service industries, government.
Northern meatworks

This brings me to the subject of abattoirs.
The lack of local options for out of spec and cast for age cattle
was brought to the fore in 2010 when the export of slaughter
cattle to Indonesia was stopped. There has been plenty of talk
about the need for alternative markets.
The Australian Agricultural Co have taken the bit between their
teeth and pushed ahead with their proposal for a new abattoir
near Darwin.
I think it’s fair to say there is scepticism in some quarters, but
there is also plenty of interest from the wider industry. AACo
CEO David Farley remarked to me last year that he wanted to
see it go ahead but they are bloody expensive things to build.
And bloody expensive to operate too, I might add. The cost
to kill a beast in Southern Australia is in the order of $340/
hd, compared to $150 in US and about $30 in Indonesia. The
carbon tax is projected to add another $20/ head to that and
then there are AQIS charges on top of that for export product.
When you add the regulatory burden of stringent food safety
requirements and meat inspection to factors such as lack of
skills, high labour cost and low productivity made worse by the
Fair Work Act; Beef markets in Japan and Korea are coming
under extreme pressure from US competition and with the
A$ above parity with the US$, Australia risks being globally
uncompetitive if it is not already.
So full marks to AACo for having a go in such a difficult
environment, and we should support their initiative and
willingness to take a risk.
The bottom line is we need something else, because the current
situation is not sustainable.
The model of sending cattle huge distances south to slaughter is
a cost recovery exercise at best, and given the inevitable rise in
transport costs from both fuel prices, government regulation of
the transport industry and in a couple of years, the carbon tax,
it is not going to stack up any better in the future.
So given that many of the cost imposts are government related
why shouldn’t government, either NT or Federal, kick the tin
for some of the supporting infrastructure. General Motors
have just been supported with $278m over 10 years, and the
Federal government just gave Indonesia $20m over four years to
develop their own industry, so a slip lane on the Stuart Highway
and some port infrastructure doesn’t seem too big an ask.
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Remote

Health Services
Helping the bush stay in shape
Top End
Incorporating Darwin rural, East Arnhem and Katherine districts.
General Manager Top End
Remote Health Services

Phone: 8922 6756
Fax:
8922 6777

For a list of health centres and details about visiting medical services
telephone 8922 8220.
Remote Medical Practitioner (RMP) On Call
For telephone consultations and Aerial Medical Service retrievals contact
your hospital as indicated below and ask for the RMP who will be paged,
and will return your call. If your call is urgent, tell the operator when your
call is answered.
Darwin Rural and Katherine districts:
RoyAl DARwIn HoSPItAl

Phone: 8922 8888

East Arnhem district:
Gove HoSPItAl

Phone: 8987 0211

Information on emergency Medical Kits for pastoral properties, including
application forms and details of training days, telephone 8922 8220.
Send completed forms to the Senior Rural Medical Practitioner –
operations, Po Box 40596 CASUARInA 0811 or fax to 8922 7799.
Central Australia
Incorporating the Barkly and Alice Springs districts.
General Manager Central Australia
Remote Health Services

Phone: 8951 7800
Fax:
8951 7185

For a list of health centres and details about visiting medical services,
as well as general enquiries, telephone 8951 7808.
Remote Medical Practitioner (RMP) On Call
For telephone consultations and Aerial Medical Service retrievals contact:
All HoURS

Phone: 8951 7840

Information on emergency Medical Kits for pastoral properties, including
application forms.
Phone: 8951 7794
Send completed forms to the Chief Poisons Inspector,
Po Box 40596 CASUARInA nt 0811 or fax to 8922 7200.
For Details of training Days telephone 8951 7010.
All emergency medicine kit licence holders are requested to check
kits and replace out of date or damaged items.

www.healthynt.nt.gov.au

The conditions the government stipulates before allocating money
under this program is the properties are to be destocked and
that long term or permanent covenants be placed on the tenure
so the land can only be used for conservation outcomes. The
departments own website says it all, Henbury is protected forever!
Secondly, the purchase was made based on some heroic
assumptions about the potential returns from sequestration of
carbon and the sale of Carbon Credits. In fact it has emerged
on the ABC’s Landline program that the NT Government
provided advice that the running of Henbury as a Carbon Farm
could generate $78m a year income based on a Carbon price of
$25/tonne.
Start doing some maths on that and you’ll soon work out that
there must be some sort of bullshit involved. For a start the
current price for Carbon Credits on the European exchange
is around $10/t for Kyoto compliant credits. But if carbon
farming could generate such large amounts why would the
government need to kick the can anyway?

If government wants to conduct experiments
on carbon farming in arid areas there are
plenty of areas outside the pastoral estate to
conduct such activities.

NTCA President’s Report Continued

Henbury

Last August the Environment Minister Tony Burke announced
that the Federal Government had made available $9m to RM
Williams Agricultural Holdings, for the purchase of Henbury
Station. The reason given for this purchase was basically to
set up the property as a Carbon Farming experiment, and the
property would be destocked.
This has caused anger and dismay among the local industry,
particularly as further details emerged of the circumstances
behind the purchase.
Firstly, the $9m was sourced from the $400m Australian
National Reserve System fund run by the Federal Environment
Department. This program is designed to subsidise
organisations who wish to purchase properties, and include and
manage them as part Australia’s system of conservation reserves.
Basically, privately owned national parks. Government provides
a 2 for 1 subsidy for such purchases.

Purchases such as these threaten the long term future of our
industry by removing critical mass and skills from the region.
They distort the property market because they operate under a
different set of rules and with resources not available to other
potential purchasers, they prevent new entrants to the industry
and they fly in the face of other programs which are intended to
encourage on-farm conservation and multiple land use.
If government wants to conduct experiments on carbon farming
in arid areas there are plenty of areas outside the pastoral estate
to conduct such activities. Why are we adding to the National
Reserve System when governments can’t even manage what
they’ve already got?
Predictably, large parts of Henbury were burnt out during the
fires in Central Australia last year.
Fires in Central Australia

Estimates are that 60% of Central Australia was burnt last year
as fires swept through the region. Cattle producers who had
been taking the opportunity to rebuild their herds after years
of drought were, in some cases, plunged back into a drought
situation almost overnight. Lack of preparedness and resources
were compounded in some cases by fires being deliberately lit
or restarted after firefighters had them under control. To add to
the frustration of land holders, token penalties handed down by
courts to the few offenders that were apprehended and charged
indicate a lack of appreciation of the scale of damage and losses
caused by the resulting fires.
It is fortunate that there has been relieving rain in the last month.
There have been excellent falls across much on the NT which has
put the country in good shape for the coming dry season.
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PLA and Native veg Act

In April last year the NT Government released proposed
changes to the Pastoral Land Act and a draft Native Vegetation
Management Act for public comment. Events overtook us as
the live export crisis developed and we were unable to give the
legislation the attention it warranted. Fortunately, and to the
credit of both the NT government and the Member for Nelson,
Gerry Wood, we were allowed an extended time to gather the
appropriate information and make comment.
The advice we obtained exposed massive flaws in the proposals
which only added to our existing concerns about the sidelining
of the Pastoral Lands Board and the concentration of power in
the Minister and CEO of the NT Environment department.
The result is now that the legislation has been delayed until after
the next NT election and will await the incoming government
in August. Given that less than 1% of the landmass of the NT
has been cleared and clearing is already well regulated, there is
plenty of time to get this right.
However, there is one thing that needs to be done as soon as
possible. The Pastoral Land Act needs to removed from the
environment department and placed back in the department
of lands where it belongs. The removal of resources and loss of
corporate knowledge for the monitoring and management of
the Northern Territory pastoral land estate over the last 10 years
has been nothing short of disgraceful.
I call on both the government and opposition, as part of their
election policy platforms, to commit to shifting carriage of the
pastoral lands act back to the department of lands in its existing form,
immediately after the new government is formed in late August.
Valuations

Valuations of pastoral leases are due to be carried out again this
year. Unfortunately the shambles of the previous two valuation

rounds has still not been resolved. The lessees of Lake Nash and
Georgina Downs successfully challenged the 2006 valuations on
those properties and I congratulate Peter and Jane Hughes on
their determination to see the case through. It is a rare victory.
There are still unresolved issues from the 2006 valuation round
plus over 100 objections lodged to the 2009 round which are
still to be dealt with. The Northern Territory Government now
looks set to appoint its own Valuer General.
Local government

To date, the NT Government has retained control over the
level of rating on conditionally rateable land which includes
pastoral leases. In March last year, Local Government Minister
Malarndirri McCarthy announced the retention of the cap
on conditional rates for a further 2 years. This has meant that
pastoral lessees have some certainty with regard to the level of
rating until June 2013.
However we will need to be prepared to go back to government
in the next 12 months to lobby to have the current system
retained. There is still a school of thought within the local
government sector that the pastoral industry should contribute
much more to the revenue for shires. Such thinking fails to
recognise the reality that the super shires set up in the NT do
not have an adequate economic base to be sustainable regardless
of the level of rates charged and that they will be dependant
on government grants and tied funds for many years to come.
It may be of small comfort to some that one of the main
protagonists in our arguments over rates appears likely to lose
his seat on council.
Dogs

The industry has been trying to deal with the regulatory regime
imposed by NT Government for dingo and wild dog control
over the last four years. The end result has been a reduction in
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www.ecoenergy.com.au

Remote Solar
Energy Systems
Reduce diesel costs dramatically with our state-of-the-art systems
• Cost effective 24 hour power • Solar water pumping
• Electrical contracting • Centralised support
• National accreditation • Douglas Daly & Alice Springs offices

0418 890 050
Email: mike@ecoenergy.com.au

Three generations of serving bush people
The Stavris Shops, 465 Stuart Hwy, COOLALINGA

8983 1388

www.outbackbatteries.com.au
ALICE SPRINGS: 8 Fogarty Street 8953 4477
AGENCIES IN DOUGLAS DALY & TIMBER CREEK

SOLAR
EQUIPMENT
LED & HID
LIGHTBARS

Energy Systems
Aussie Made
Selectronic SP Plus
Energy Centre is
designed to give you
seamless power when
there is an outage.

LED Light-Bars & HID Spotlights

INVERTERS
CHARGERS
GENERATORS
ALL
BATTERIES

Selectronics
Inverters

Solar Power

SOLAR SYSTEMS

Outback Batteries can supply
quality solar panels at great
prices. Due to our alliance
with Ecoenergy, we can also
supply complete standalone
Firefly Power Systems.

LED Torches & Headlamps

Projecta Chargers & Inverters

Pramac Generators
We can supply Batteries for ALL your needs from 4WD, Standard,
Low Maintenance, Truck, Tractor, Marine, Mower, Motorcycle,
ATV, Golf Buggy, Deep-Cycle, Industrial, UPS, Standby, Household
(AA, AAA, C, D, 9V etc), Mobile & Cordless Phone, Laptops, Toys
& Games, MP3 Player, Remote Control, Cameras, Video Games,
2 Way Radio etc. Also Battery Related Equipment like Meters,
Regulators, Power Packs, Dual Battery kits & Testing Equipment.
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baiting effort with resultant explosion in numbers and increased
losses to producers.
Finally, there has been some recognition of the problem and we
are currently waiting for details of a more streamlined system
for management of permits and baiting.
Wild dog control is becoming an Australia wide issue with
previously safe sheep country becoming unviable because
of the impact of wild dogs. In fact there are now calls by
some members of academia and the environment lobby to
reintroduce dingoes into some areas to control foxes, cats and
overabundant herbivores. I wonder if this includes sheep and
cows.
Passing of Paul Vandeleur

Last June, we lost another of our life members, Paul Vandeleur.
Pluto, as he was known by many, thanks apparently to the
Italian builders who built the homestead at Camfield.
When I first came to Katherine in 1986, Paul was one of 4
industry members on the Kidman Springs Advisory Committee
and not long after that a founding member and first Chairman
of the Victoria River District Conservation Association. But
Paul’s contribution goes well beyond that, for example he was
instrumental in the lobbying that led to the construction of beef
roads in the 1960’s.
The present alignment of the Buntine highway from Killarney
through to Wave Hill should perhaps be called the Vandeleur way,
because it was Paul who fought hard to have the road put where
it is rather than further east through Dungowan. The Vandeleurs
sold Camfield in 1977 but Paul remained in the industry as
Pastoral Inspector for Hookers, Peter Sherwin and Heytesbury
Pastoral, as well as being part of the notable partnership of
Renfree, Scott and Vandeleur on Katherine Downs.

Paul and his wife Betty retired to Brisbane in 1998 and Paul was
recognised with Honorary Life Membership of NTCA in 2000.
Thanks

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members
of the Executive Committee for their efforts over the past 12
months. It has been a team effort in difficult times. This year
our reps on both Cattle Council and NFF are stepping down
and I would like to thank George Scott and Roy Chisholm for
their contribution to the NTCA. In particular I would like to
acknowledge the contribution of my predecessor Roy Chisholm.
I would like to acknowledge our Executive Director Luke
Bowen who has performed above and beyond the call of duty
this year and in doing so, has become a nationally recognised
figure. Luke has been ably supported by Tony Freshwater and
Mick Armstrong, Jim and Tracy Willoughby at the Bohning
Yards in Alice Springs and Tracey Page who has joined us in the
Darwin office.
I want to thank those at home who have supported me and
carried the load while I’ve been away, particularly my wife Sally,
and finally, the members of NTCA for your rock solid support.
At this point we would normally have an official opening,
however with our change of format this year I guess that
privilege falls to me. So without further ado I would like to
declare this Northern Beef Forum open and introduce our guest
speaker.

Rohan Sullivan
President
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Supporting Territory Land Managers
Territory Natural Resource Management (Territory NRM) is a not-forprofit community organisation that supports a wide range of pastoral
natural resource management (NRM) projects in the Northern Territory,
investing approximately $1m in pastoral support and on-ground
initiatives over the past two years.
We work with and support the four pastoral Landcare Groups in the NT:
Barkly Landcare and Conservation Association, Roper River Landcare
Group, Victoria River District Conservation Association and the
Centralian Land Management Association.
We also work in collaboration with the NT Cattlemen’s Association, the
NT Agricultural Association, (now the NT Farmers Association) and the
NT Landcare facilitator.
Territory NRM promotes sound land management practices and
sustainability through workshops, field days or demonstration sites that
allow landholders in regional areas to share knowledge and learn from
one another.

Above: Territory NRM supports NT pastoral projects, workshops and training days

Many pastoralists have also benefitted
through our Local Grants, with $210 000
granted to pastoralists in 2012 to tackle
weeds and feral animals, improve water
quality, undertake soil rehabilitation
practices that will improve native
vegetation and also to implement fire
management programs.
Stories about Territory NRM’s contribution to the NT pastoral industry made local news this year

www.territorynrm.org.au

Our Territory Conservation Agreements (TCA) program helps
landholders protect sites of conservation significance on their
properties. TCAs are voluntary, with terms worked out between
landholders and Territory NRM.

Funding of up to $50 000 is available to landholders to conserve

and manage sites over a ten year period.
A number of pastoral properties have taken part in the program since
we introduced it last year and here is what some of the landholders
have had to say about the process:
“We had a couple of wetlands
on the station that we wanted to
manage for good environmental
outcomes, which was why we
decided to join the TCA
program. So far, joining has
been very good for our
business outcomes”
Gary Riggs, Lakefield Stn (right)

“It could have been a hard process but Territory NRM
staff were incredibly helpful and made it easy”
TCA Landholder, Phil Hickey (left)

If you’re interested in discussing a TCA or a natural resource management project,
please don’t hesitate to contact your Regional Coordinator:
Top End:
Gulf Savanna:
Arid Lands:
Tablelands:

Chantal Bramley
James Wright
Heidi Groffen
Ilse Pickerd

08 8999 4102
08 8973 8837
08 8951 9284
08 8951 9207

You can also subscribe to our newsletter which will keep you up to date with all the latest
Natural Resource Management news in the NT; including funding opportunities, training
days and other industry related news. Email cara.burke@territorynrm.org.au to subscribe.

2012 NTCA Executive Director’s Report
The mood of the Northern Territory cattle industry remained sombre but resilient at the start of 2011, in the
aftermath of the most damaging crisis in its history.
The continuing impacts of the Federal Government’s
mid-2011 live export market suspension, combined with
Indonesia’s imposition of the 350 kg weight restriction in 2010,
its stated goal of beef self-sufficiency by 2014 and dramaticallyreduced 2012 import permits have exacerbated the predicament
of our northern members who sell more than 90 per cent of
their live cattle to the Indonesia market.
Amid ongoing attempts by some Federal politicians to
introduce bills banning all live exports, the NTCA took its
members’ outrage to Canberra, setting up office in the halls of
power, and waging an exhausting campaign to get the message
through to politicians and the national media that the live
export sector is critical to the Territory and the nation.
In the Top End, 500 cattle producers, rural business
compatriots, politicians and supporters converged on Darwin’s
Civic Square near Parliament House to stage a Stop Animal
Cruelty - Not Live Exports rally. The rally heard that station
staff, musterers and truck-drivers were already being stood down
and owners of long-held family stations were faced with having
to walk off their properties to go and look for work. Speakers
continued to reiterate that they abhor cruelty of any kind to
animals; and the ban was creating uncertainty and potential
financial ruin for hundreds of families.
Rebuilding trade and relationships

An enormous effort by the NTCA executive and members,
along with national representative bodies, has gone into
re-building the crucial live export trade, addressing animal

While Top End producers and industry
support services picked up pieces after
the live export crisis, Central Australian
pastoralists faced one of the most dangerous
wildfire seasons in its history.
welfare issues and enhancing relationships between Australia
and Indonesia, where thousands of people lost their jobs and
livelihood as a result of the ban.
Of the profound changes that followed the month-long
disruption, perhaps the most important has been the national
industry-government devised Export Supply Chain Assurance

Scheme (ESCAS) which has lead to dramatically improved
cattle handling practices and welfare outcomes for Australian
cattle in offshore abattoirs.
By early 2012, a total of 54 abattoirs had been approved within
17 supply chains, 85 per cent of those facilities were reportedly
stunning cattle prior to slaughter and there were positive
reports of supply chain security and implementation of the new
systems.
The NTCA launched the Building Capacity in the Asian Live
Cattle Industry initiative during 2011 to increase industry
capacity and market understanding and cattle sales into South
East Asia.
Workshops, top-level talks and field trips are all part of initiative.
The project’s key goals include strengthening the Australian/Asian
live cattle export industry through a 3-5 year strategic plan, and
building the Territory’s capacity to promote and market cattle
while understanding and working within the economic, political
and socio-cultural climates of target markets.
The initiative primarily targets Indonesia with a secondary
focus on the other regional countries including the Philippines,
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An enormous effort by the NTCA executive and
members, along with national representative
bodies, has gone into re-building the crucial live
export trade,

Vietnam and Malaysia. The focus on Indonesia reflects the size
and potential of, and importance of continuing to consolidate
and build this vital market.
The strategy aims to develop a more diversified spread of
South East Asian markets but recognises the critical need to
strengthen the Indonesia market. It acknowledges Indonesia’s
self-sufficiency aspirations but emphasises the need to build
local production capacity and support the aspirations of the
industry in Indonesia. It points out that during the past 15-20
years, Australia has contributed considerable resources to assist
Indonesian beef production initiatives and that this needs to
continue to increase intensity and focus.
Signing of an MOU with 2 Indonesian universities at the 2012
AGM dinner ushered in a student exchange program which will
become a core program of the NTCA in 2012 and beyond.
A clear message to come through in the wake of the live export
crisis was the effectiveness of online, internet, social media
communications used by live export opponents to rally support,
launch protest rallies and manage information. This has
highlighted the need for the northern cattle industry to improve

its use of social media such as Face book and Twitter to get
positive stories into mainstream and middle Australia.
Central Australian wildfire crisis

While Top End producers and industry support services
picked up pieces after the live export crisis, Central Australian
pastoralists faced one of the most dangerous wildfire seasons
in its history. The NTCA warned beforehand that inadequate
capacity and preparedness both by landholders and bushfire
authorities could have catastrophic consequences for Central
Australian cattle stations during the summer. This dire situation
was created by the preceding exceptional seasonal conditions
that brought widespread rainfall after seven or eight years of
drought.
The NTCA warning was not unwarranted. Massive wildfires
swept through pastoral stations resulting in extensive loss of
property, pasture and stock. The NTCA reiterated that much of
the damage could have been avoided. Despite repeated warnings
to, and discussions with, government at all levels, the enormity
of the fire season was not initially understood and Central
Australia struggled to get attention and resources to prepare
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Executive director’s Report Continued

adequately. Fortunately, there was some level of recovery later
in the season with a Bushfires NT command and control centre
established in the centre.
Carbon Tax issue

The NTCA executive continued to lobby strongly on the
impending Federal Government’s Carbon Tax in light of its
potential major impacts on the northern pastoral industry.
In its comprehensive submission to the government’s carbon
consultation paper, Design of the Carbon Farming Initiative,
the NTCA put a powerful case against hastily-conceived
carbon legislation, saying the move to introduce a carbon
offset program was too rapid and could in itself encourage the
implementation of a carbon tax in order to create demand. It
called for as transparent, orderly and commonsense approach to
tacking the carbon emissions issue.
Early in the year, the NTCA and Meat and Livestock Australia
(MLA) joined forces in Darwin to stage a ‘gathering of minds’
on the issue of carbon. The program focussed on putting
forward the real facts about carbon and its implication for the
north Australian beef industry. It was attended by major cattle
producers across northern Australia, and national authorities
on Savannah burning. Key themes addressed by expert speakers
and panellists included the role of carbon capture, carbon
abatement and the carbon tax impacts on rural and remote
businesses.
Pastoral Land Act and Native Title Act

During the year, the NTCA has continued to lobby strongly
against changes to the Pastoral Land Act and release of a new
Native Vegetation Management Act which it warned would
have far-reaching implications for all land across the Territory.
The NT Government released its exposure draft legislation
for amendments to the Pastoral Land Act early in 2011 - seven
years after work on it began. The NTCA demanded a delay
to the Act’s implementation so that stakeholders could be
properly informed on the full implications of the proposed new
legislation. The export crisis followed and the capacity of the
NTCA and members to adequately comment and explore the
implications of the legislation were very limited.
Members expressed extreme disappointment at the lack of due
process and consultation around the development of the Native
Vegetation Management Act. They feared it would entrench the
current restrictive and bureaucratic land clearing guidelines in a
framework of criminal penalties and sanctions and lobbied for
input from people with practical land management experience,
a common sense approach and an interest in Northern
Territory’s long-term future development. The opportunity to

introduce the legislation to the parliament was largely lost by
the beginning of 2012 ahead of the NT August election.
Wild dogs

The burgeoning impact of wild dogs remained a core
production, productivity and business viability issue for the
Northern Territory cattle industry in 2011. An estimated
60,000 calves are now being lost per year as a result of attacks
by marauding wild dogs. The NTCA increased its pressure on
the NT Government to change its existing costly, cumbersome
and unwieldy process for 1080 baiting approvals and to look at
a more efficient and coordinated approach to control programs.
The lobbying began to show signs of making inroads into
government thinking and substantial changes are expected to
be implemented towards the middle of 2012. These changes
include freeing up restrictions on wet meat injection and
training and accreditation of landholders; a one stop shop for
approvals and coordination of permit periods.
Key industry developments

The Australian Agriculture Company (AACo) announced
plans during the year to develop the Livingstone Valley cattle
processing facility south of Noonamah. The facility will
feature the latest food processing technology, science and
environmental management, and direct employment for more
than 270 people as well as spin-offs for local contractors,
suppliers and specialists. The NTCA has supported efforts to
establish processing capacity in the north as a complement to
the existing live export markets and broaden industry options
for selling out of specification northern cattle.
NTCA Priorities moving into 2012-2013

The next 12 months is likely to be very challenging for the
NTCA, NTCA members and industry, with increasing
contraction in the live export quota into Indonesia, high
levels of debt and uncertainty in property values and general
confidence. The NT election in August will see the NTCA take
a very proactive approach to the and NTCA members
I close by thanking members of the NTCA executive for
their guidance and support – and particularly their invaluable
commitment to getting our Northern Territory cattle industry
back on its feet after a difficult year, and helping to secure the
industry’s ongoing status as a major economic driver for the
Territory.
Luke Bowen
executive director
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Livestock Exports and ESCAS
A new system to build a
better export system

More information
daff.gov.au/biosecurity/liveexports

Top End 2011/12 branch report
Delivered by Top End Deputy Chair Chris Muldoon in David Warriner’s absence. 21 March 2012 .
Thank you all once again for attending the meeting. I
apologise for my absence. I have been unable to return to the
NT in time.
We seem to have had a lot on this year given the live export
crisis we had to (and I will say very successfully) deal with. The
Top End members have been very participative and engaging.
There have been a lot of ideas and challenges come from the
floor. The association needs to continue to positively encourage
this.
As you know the live export crisis took up an enormous amount
of our time. In the middle of it we were having weekly and
twice weekly meetings, phone linkups, hundreds of calls, letters,
media presentations etc.
On behalf of the Top End I thank all of those people who
voluntarily assisted and in particular the Brett family from
Waterloo and Muldoons from Midway who regularly had
television crews out on the properties. This exposure is always
a worry considering the context and message can easily be
misconstrued.
We also need to thank the President Rohan Sullivan who also
put in the hard yards to the detriment of his own business.
All I can say is we were very lucky he was there and he did an
excellent job also with the media in a very difficult sitation. As
he will be retiring at the end of his term we say thankyou and
wish you well.

We are a small organisation that is truly
representative, in that we don’t have other
minority groups sniping and eroding
political capital as the others do.

It is difficult not to dwell on the live export crisis here as so
many people did so much for an extended period. By almost
all opinions and measure the NTCA was the outstanding
performer. This message has come from numerous sources
in Canberra, the NT Government, and individual ministers
both for and against out cause. This cannot happen without
something special and we had a few unique qualities. We are a
small organisation that is truly representative, in that we don’t
have other minority groups sniping and eroding political capital
as the others do. And we had Luke Bowen. There will be plenty
said to and about Luke over the conference next week so I won’t

steal anybody’s thunder other than to say on behalf of the Top
End Branch we thank you for an excellent effort.
Obviously we need to focus on other threats that are either here
or imminent. We need to focus on getting our fair allocation
of government funding for roads, weeds, feral animal control
etc. We need to ensure governments don’t impose stupid or
malicious legislation that further hampers our terms of trade.
Basically we need to turn the tide of the ever widening gap
between the bush and the city. Without voters in the city who
care, we are in a very weak and worsening position. Only
then will we have a more powerful seat at the table where the
decisions are made.
The generation coming of age to vote now is the first not to
have a direct link to agriculture. They don’t know where milk
or bread comes from in many instances. It is a real worry.
From the big picture perspective we cannot neglect this. And
it is the same for all SFOs and the NFF. If there was anything
good out of the live export crisis it has been that the media
and population are now engaged. And at the moment they are
on our side. We need to somehow keep that engagement and
positively feed it with good stuff on a continuum.
As far as the Top End Branch goes I thank those members
who have participated and or even attended meetings over the
year. Your comments have kept the executive focused from the
grassroots, and this is where it needs to be. Not all resolutions
from the Top End were passed by the executive however, none
come to mind that were not seriously discussed. Usually there
was a component of the issue that was not realised at the initial
meeting if they did not get up.
Thanks to Tracy for handling our administrative requirements.
You always make an effort and our lives are more organised
because of it.
One again I apologise for not getting to the meeting and I look
forward to seeing you all next week.

David Warriner
Top End Branch chair
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Katherine 2011/12 Branch Report
The live export crisis of 2011 was and continues to be the single greatest challenge facing the regional
industry, for this generation at least.
The crisis severely tested our businesses, production
systems, organisational structures and included concerted
attacks on our character as an industry and as individuals.
The response by our people, our association, our industry
and our NT community was not only effective but inspiring,
and gives us great strength and resolve to continue operating
and improving what we all know is an ethical, moral and
important industry and trade. I remain in awe of the strength,
resilience, capability and character of the individuals, families
and companies that make up the membership of the Katherine
Branch of the NTCA.

MEMBERSHIP Katherine Branch
Government 1
Private Interstate 5
Indigenous 2
Private Company 1
Agistee 3
Corporate Asia 2
Corporate 18
Owner Operator 30

Membership

Membership of the Katherine branch is diverse as the following
graphs show (the numbers are approximate and classifications
arbitrary).
The branch has a mix of private and corporate owners, managed
both locally or from interstate and overseas.
Herd size varies from the small to very large, with membership
fairly well distributed across this broad spectrum. Association
records show approximately 60 members and 600,000 cattle
accounted for in membership subscriptions.

MEMBERSHIP Herd Size

30000 +

0-2000

20000-30000

2000-5000

10000-20000

5000-10000

Membership is spread across all districts in the Katherine region.
This diversity is one of the great strengths of the branch.
Issues

A review of minutes of meetings over the year reveals another
diverse list – of issues - which can be easily divided into those
that can kill us quickly, and those that can kill us slowly.

MEMBERSHIP By District

Live export crisis aside, other critical issues dealt with include:
•

Wild dog control – the recently implemented program has
proved ineffective and cumbersome resulting in the problem
become increasingly out of control, impacting significantly
not only on station herds but impacting on the rural urban
interface. A review underway needs to be urgently completed
and an improved flexible and effective program implemented.

•

Aeromedical issues continue to frustrate, with
seemingly little impact being made in influencing the Health
Department to provide a practical and timely safety net to
bush people across the region.

•

Roads maintenance and safety continues to decline
across the region and again the ability to achieve effective

Roper Gulf 9

Katherine 13

Sturt Plateau 12

Gulf / Barkly 5

VRD 23
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supporting territory business
planning for better business

is your business steering in the right direction?
The Department of Business and Employment offers a number of services, programs and grants to assist
local business. Call now to access Business Support through:

territory business Centres

Access to business information including licences, permits and registering a business name.

business growth programs

Funding specialists to assist with analysis and development including business diagnostics, business planning,
occupational health and safety and work health and safety.

business upskills

Hands-on workshops, seminars and business programs.

business Liaison

Build a direct link between your business and government agencies.

ecobiz nt

Audits for small to medium enterprises seeking to make energy savings and to improve the co-efficiency of
your business.

procurement Liaison

Improve your capability to win Northern Territory Government tenders.
For more information regarding all business programs provided by the department
call 1800 193 111 or visit www.nt.gov.au/business

www.growingnt.nt.gov.au

KATHERINE BRANCH Report Continued

•

Weeds – the reduction in government resources for weed
management and advice in the region and a shift to a strong
regulatory framework is a major concern for branch members.
Weed control in road and other corridors remains an issue.

•

Native title – the program in hearing native title cases in
the region has accelerated and the Association has provided a
vehicle for members to obtain legal assistance in the process of
these claims.

•

MLA/CCA /NFF – the success and apparent approach
of our national bodies in representing the needs of northern
producers during both the live export crisis and other national
issues (including carbon tax, conservation reserves and
corridors and others) is disconcerting for a significant number
of members.

•

Oil and gas issues – as exploration activity increases
substantially the need to ensure ongoing sustainability of
pasture and water resources, as well as safety of pastoral
operations and regional communities becomes a higher
priority for the branch.

communication and action with the department and their
contractors is proving difficult.
•

OH&S remains a primary concern of all members working
with either family members, employees or contractors. The
NTCA has been active in providing guidelines for OH&S
manual preparations and induction guidelines and the like.
New national “harmonised” legislation has greatly increased
the red tape and potential for pitfalls for the unwary.

In the “creeping death” category the following issues were foci
for branch action and discussion this year.
• Pastoral Land Act Amendment Bill and Native
Vegetation Management Bill – while discussion and
comment on these proposed bills was delayed due to the
live export crisis, the association made detailed and high
level submissions to government on the drafts. The review of
the Pastoral Land Act has been on the table for more than 8
years (and half as many Ministers). It has moved a long way
from the original intent of the review and combined with
the proposed Native Vegetation Management Bill, severely
threatens the long term viability of the industry, and flexibility
to change with the times.
•

Local Government, land valuations and rates –
the association has been active in arguing against the lobby
within LGANT that sees the pastoral and mining industries as
milk cows for rates.

Tom Stockwell
KATHERINE Branch CHAIR
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IMAX GOLD
®

Makes multi-dosing easy
50mL

Multi-Dose Pack
Treat 5 Horses
@ 500kg bodyweight

Multi-Dose Pack
Treat 10 Horses

BTB/LM3438

100mL

@ 500kg bodyweight

With 150 years
of experience in
rural Australia, we
understand your
insurance needs.

1 Litre Stud Pack

We live and work where you do, so we know
which insurance package will best suit your
business. Before we start suggesting solutions
we take the time to work with you to
understand your business, needs and goals.
We’re dedicated to helping you get the
right cover - to protect yourself now and in
the future.

Treat 100 Horses
@ 500kg bodyweight

Easy Control
Broad spectrum all wormer, boticide and tapewormer for horses.

Easy On The Pocket
Available in 3 economical pack sizes designed for cost effective
treatment of multiple horses.

Easy Low Dose
Control is achieved at 1mL per 50kg bodyweight.
Low volume, less stress on your horse.

Easy To Administer

For all your insurance needs look to your
local Landmark team.
Please contact Ceri Martin at:
Landmark Darwin, 4615 McKenzie Place,
T: 08 8983 0830 or
Landmark Katherine, 2 Crawford Street,
T: 08 8972 2311

landmark.com.au

Quick and easy administration of IMAX® GOLD. Syringe or metered
dosage gun included in each pack.

Authorised Representative of CGU Insurance Limited ABN 27 004 478 371
AFS License No. 238291. Authorised Representative No. 382893

For more information contact
Bayer Animal Health 1800 678 368

Insurance

IMAX® is a registered trademark of Bayer AG, Leverkusen, Germany.

COLEMAN

STOCK FEEDS PTY LTD
• Cattle Supplements
• Sheep & Goat Supplements
• Performance Mixes
• Horse Feeds
• Pig & Poultry Feeds
• Fertiliser & Seeds

Specialists in Custom Mixing
Mixing feeds to suit your needs and your
animal’s requirements

• Animal Health Products

Millett Street, PO Box 186,
Charters Towers Qld 4820
P – 07 4787 3833
F – 07 4787 4714
E – sales@colemanstockfeeds.com.au
W – www.colemanstockfeeds.com.au

barkly 2011/12 Branch Report
The Barkly Tableland has had a well above average season with good rain recorded from January to March
2011.
With such a good season in front of producers and the
domestic market being extremely strong, a state of optimism
started to set in. Beef prices were soaring globally due to
droughts in the US, cattlemen were finally thinking the world
protein drought we have been hearing about for a decade may
have finally arrived. Little did we know…
Whilst there were a few clouds gathering on the horizon no
one foresore the chain of events that near derailed the northern
Beef industry. From a very one-sided TV program proud NT
cattlemen were painted the villains in the public eyes, fueled by
protests and social media. Through these events of campaigning
against the Live Export trade the federal Government under
controversial circumstances halted the trade for a month during
the height of the season causing near catastrophic events for NT
cattle producers.
During these events the NTCA Exec were prominent in
Canberra, lobbying for the survival of the beef industry as we
all know it. Whilst watching more senior exec members taking
a grueling from environmentalists on the first day to being
attacked by a senior member in the Big House the next, the trip
was extremely worth while and cemented the NTCA’s place in
the political arena.

Whilst we are making progress on these fronts there is a long
way to go before any resolutions are made.
As Chairman of the Barkly Branch I have been able to attend
all but one Branch and Exec meeting this year and like to thank
Henry Burke and Luke Bowen for their advice and support
throughout the year. I would also like to thank all branch
members for your support throughout the year.
One special mention from the Barkly Branch is to thank George
Scott who will be retiring off the Cattle Council board and off
the NTCA Exec to focus on being a father for the next couple
of years. Thank you for your time and the professional manner
you have represented the Barkly.
Although the north has been dealt a major blow in the last
12 months, NT cattlemen and women have proven resilient
once again in the challenges of the north. By sticking together
as a united voice we have demonstrated at the envy of other
states, how powerful and respected the NTCA is in the political
arena. I hope this unity can bring us all prosperity in 2012 and
beyond.

We have of course still the other issues on the table including
Wild Dogs

•
•

Native Veg acts

•

Native Title

•

Animal walfare

•

Fatigue management

•

Wildlife corridors.

•

Barkly Health

Angus Mitchell
Barkly Branch CHAIR
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Ninti One Limited is pleased to continue its work with the NTCA through
the Cooperative Research Centre for Remote Economic Participation
The Precision Pastoral Management Tools project of the CRC-REP is about harnessing the latest technology to
measure and manage cattle and pasture production for improved profitability. The project will develop a software
program that can remotely measure the live weight of cattle and compare this with the pasture performance to
determine which areas in the production process could be improved. During 2013 we plan to test the prototype
on pastoral properties across the NT, Qld and WA.
With 52 partners, the CRC-REP is:
• developing new ways to build resilience, strengthening regional communities and economies across remote Australia
• building new enterprises and strengthening existing industries that provide jobs, livelihoods and incomes in remote areas
• improving education and training pathways in remote areas so that people have better opportunities to participate in existing economies

The project is possible because of the collaboration of its partners: Queensland Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry; North Australian Pastoral Co; Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association; Northern Territory Government; Observant;
Precision Pastoral Pty Ltd; South Australia Government Department of Environment and Natural Resources; University of New
England; Western Australia Government Department of Agriculture and Food.

www.crc-rep.com.au

NORTH AUSTRALIAN LIVESTOCK
EXPORTER AND MARKETING
Purchasing quality
northern breeder,
feeder, slaughter heifers,
steers and bulls
Membership
• Livecorp, ALEC • N.T.L.E.A., QLEA • WALEA
AQIS Licence L333

Sid Parker – Darwin NT
Ph: (08) 8981 6228 – kaus@bigpond.com.au
Ian Bradford – Darwin NT
Ph: 0428 183 984

John Kaus – Brisbane Qld

Ph: 0429 723 169 – seals8@bigpond.com.au

Dean Ryan – Perth WA

Ph: 0418 888 814 – dean_csc@bigpond.com.au

S.E.A.L.S. South East Asian Livestock Services

alice springs 2011/12 Branch Report
For those in the business of food production through-out 11/12, the pastoral region of Central Australia
experienced the full extreme of challenges and rewards that Mother Nature has to offer.
Carbon storage in plants through the management of fire and
grazing pressure

Fire and flood

•

Devastating bushfires engulfed a majority of the district
denuding the landscape of life, in some instances up to 90 % of
pastoral leases. In a time of decline for rural communities it was
inspiring to witness the coming together of neighbours, friends
and rural community members rallying together to protect
livelihoods from ruin.

If you are unsure as to what this means for your business
you are not alone. The CFI Communications Program has
committed considerable sums of money to provide landholders
with information on the CFI so you can expect an information
session coming to a venue near you in the near future.

A significant portion of NTCA representation throughout
11/12 was spent lobbying, advising and supporting Bushfires
NT in getting sufficient resources be it human or financial
enabling them to do their jobs and offer a level of support to the
pastoral community. Once again the human spirit dominated
challenging times with the help and endless hours of support
provided by bushfires volunteers.
Our concerns over the decimation by Government of a once
vibrant and functional Bushfires NT were heard resulting in
significant progress made and a review announced into the
operations past and future. The review provided Pastoralists
with an opportunity to voice their concerns and contribute to
the revival process. The NTCA anticipate the results from the
review in the coming months.
Following the fires, Central Australia was the recipient of
incredible rains that have fallen in the nick of time for summer
species to regenerate and for some land systems, the reported
arrival of a few traditional winter rain species. As we rejoice in
these rains we must also spare a thought for our Eastern state
producers who have suffered devastating floods and loss of
livelihoods. One begins to wonder if we will ever see an end to
the Flood Levy added to our taxes.
Carbon, Carbon Farming Initiative

August 2011 saw legislation passed underpinning the Carbon
Farming Initiative. Basically the CFI is a voluntary carbon
offsets scheme introduced by the Federal Government to give
land managers opportunities to participate and earn income
from carbon economies ultimately resulting in a reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions.
As research continues into methodologies we are yet to see real
tangible opportunities for arid land producers. Two examples
being considered that have some merit are•

Decreasing emissions through the culling of feral ruminants
(camels)

Despite agriculture being exempt from the
carbon tax, recent modelling has shown
that a carbon tax price of $35 per tonne,
will result in an average Australian beef
producer losing 11.7% of their net farm
income five years after the introduction

Whether a believer or sceptic, we will all be affected by
the pricing of carbon (carbon tax) with the proposed
implementation from July 2012. Effectively, it is Governments
mechanism for reducing carbon emissions in Australia by
initially putting a fixed price, per tonne emitted, increasing
incrementally until 2015 when a shift to a trading scheme will
result in a market setting the cost. Despite agriculture being
exempt from the carbon tax, recent modelling has shown that
a carbon tax price of $35 per tonne, will result in an average
Australian beef producer losing 11.7% of their net farm income
five years after the introduction (www.nff.org.au). It has been
announced that petrol/diesel is excluded however avgas is not
and we are unsure if ag fuel is included in the exemption.
It is impossible to accurately predict what the impact on our
business is going to be but all indications thus far indicate a
severe impact on the bottom line already exposed to challenging
financial operating environments.
Advocacy

For those members that keep abreast of industry issues in the
media, you would be well aware of the previous restructure
of the National Farmers Federation and the forthcoming
restructure of Cattle Council Australia. These have largely
emanated due to the financial stresses faced by industry
advocate organisations. In a world where continuing pressure
and populous momentum against producers in the form of
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We’re focused on your community’s growth
Proud supporter of the Northern Territory Cattlemans’ Association
We’re an agribusiness bank. That’s why we’re committed to the growth of your communities
and businesses. Our local experts live and work where you do. This exclusive focus is just one
of the reasons we have the most satisfied clients in the industry, and it’s why we’re proud
to support the Northern Territory Cattlemans’ Association.

RAB00611-4254

Rabobank. One focus.
Call your local Darwin branch on 08 8981 7355 or visit www.rabobank.com.au

alice springs BRANCH Report Continued

animal rights groups and powerful environmental organisations,
to name just a view, with power in both number and financial
backing, it is my view that we must remain strident in our
support of our grassroots organisations. This in turn adds
strength to our national bodies. I am aware of the need for our
own organisations to continue to be progressive and stay abreast
of issues as they evolve but it is impossible for our industry to
be a strong voice to protect our interests if there is a level of
apathy amongst members. Effective national representation
is underpinned by grassroots support which begins with
organisations such as the NTCA with members driving issues
from branch level up the chain through to national bodies. Our
survival as an industry depends on this.

Do we see advocacy as important as R&D
and marketing and would we be prepared to
have a portion of levy funds go to a national
advocacy body? I think it is a conversation
we need to be having and soon!

Industry leaders across the country are currently in talks as to
how we can address this issue, remain viable and relevant and
cater to an evolving food production industry needs. One of the
conundrums is non-members of industry benefit and reap the
rewards made possible by their membership paying colleagues.
Currently our transaction levy monies mostly go to MLA and
are utilised in the following manner
•

$3.66 marketing (MLA)

•

$0.92 research & development (MLA)

•

$0.12 national residue

•

$0.30 animal health

Producers and rural communities were left to defend their
livelihoods and production practices against horrific footage of
animal cruelty. As an organisation, the NTCA played a leading
role in the steps towards recovery gaining respect from other
industry leaders and the Australian public. Slowly, loss of ‘social
licence’ was clawed back and support from the public for our
producers returned, albeit conditional.
Continual improvement of animal welfare has been a focus for
industry in recent years but it is clear we have to be doing more
particularly as societies evolve and the desires of consumers
increasingly focus on humane, ethical and carbon friendly food
production. For our region, husbandry practices have been
put on notice by animal welfare groups reinforcing the notion
we must remain vigilant and focused on ways we can meet the
demands of the consumer.
Roe Creek

2011 was a successful and busy year for the team at Roe Creek
with almost 40,000 head of cattle passing through the yards
enabling the NT Cattlemen’s Trading company to post a profit.
We continue with the alternate land use revenue streams by
way of leasing allotments for storage and Tony Freshwater’s
successful Indigenous Real Jobs program.
Staff

I have enjoyed my term as Alice Springs branch chair and would
like to wish the incoming Chairman all the best and encourage
members to offer support where possible. I would like to thank
the Executive Director, Luke Bowen for an enormous amount
of work throughout the year. Also to Tracey in the Darwin
office and the Alice Springs yard staff for their support.
I look forward to continue to contribute to industry in some
capacity in the future.

Do we see advocacy as important as R&D and marketing and
would we be prepared to have a portion of levy funds go to a
national advocacy body? I think it is a conversation we need to
be having and soon!
Live Export/Animal Welfare

The importance of the previous topic was certainly
demonstrated in May/June of 2011 when Federal Minister
Joe Ludwig acted in an unprecedented manner and called a
halt to the live export trade into Indonesia as a result of a Four
Corners report. His decision was neither based on advice from
his Department or industry leaders but on the power of social
media, the public and relentless campaigns by RSPCA and
Animals Australia.

Tracey Hayes
aLICE springs branch CHAIR
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The T&R Group is owned by the Thomas Family, which are very proud of their thirty years of
history and tradition.
T&R is recognised as having some of the most sought after products on the domestic and
international markets such as Clare Valley Gold, Murraylands Premium, CAAB and Angus Pure.
T&R are accredited for USDA, EU, Halal, CAAB and Organic.
With five processing facilities, as well as feedlots, and backgrounding programs strategically
located throughout Australia’s most productive regions, we are able to offer our business
partners competitive livestock prices for fifty‐two weeks of the year, with prompt payments
within 7 days.
For further information contact:
Peter Bond – 0418 832 982 or bond@tandr.com.au
or your preferred agent
Murray Bridge Office – 1800 443 929 or Fax (08) 8532 9290
www.tandr.com.au www.caab.com.au www.wanderribby.com.au

• Service • Value • Integrity
• Innovation • Partnerships • Prosperity

Lot 1681 Stuart Highway (cnr McKinnon Road), PINELANDS NT 0829

Tel: (08) 8932 4200
Email: darwin@vanderfield.com.au

Fax: (08) 8932 4211

Web: www.vanderfield.com.au

CATTLE COUNCIL REPORT
NTCA AGM 30 MARCH 2012 – DARWIN
Afternoon members of the NTCA.

required standards along with our animals.

In sitting down to write this report, I reviewed my report from
last year, and was dismayed to find that whilst my report ran
to 4.5 pages in the year book, the NFF report of my esteemed
colleague up here, was 1.5 pages, and worse even the President’s
report only ran to 3 pages.

We must continue to work toward making the issue ‘animal
welfare’ in individual markets and not a ‘live export trade in
general’ issue. This will be difficult, as our opponents have an
easy target in their efforts to unfairly paint the entire trade with
one brush.

Be assured I have no intention of doing that to you, or to myself
again.
Cattle Council has had a very busy year.
The November AGM in Longreach saw the end of Past
President Greg Brown’s reign at the helm, and the Industry and
the Council welcomed Andrew Ogilvie from South Australia
into the role.
The Secretariat has remained stable with the exception of the
loss of Heidi Dennis, who moved away to greener pastures
here in the NT. Heidi has been replaced in the Media &
Communications role by Fiona Edwards. CCA continues to
be well served by the rest of the dedicated small team of David
Inall, Jed Matz, Paul Fry and Deb Frater. Their efforts over the
past year have been excellent, particularly during the Indonesian
crisis, when despite reports to the contrary all performed at the
limits of their capacity.
Indonesian Animal Welfare Crisis.

Unfortunately my comments about animal welfare in overseas
markets in this space last year proved to be precipitous.
CCA was as appalled as anyone at the footage depicted in
the 4 Corners Program of May last year. The series of events
have been well documented and need no further description
from me. I would however say that despite it happening at
an unfortunate time for CCA with President Greg Brown
completely incapacitated with a sever spinal injury with
complications from surgery, CCA put all of its resources
and skills wholeheartedly into resolving the crisis, led by VP
Andrew Ogilvie and CEO David Inall. We came in for plenty
of criticism for being MIA at this time, and this in my view was
unfair. Everyone was spinning their wheels at that time to get
any traction in the media or with Government and CCA was no
different. The Secretariat and all members of the Board did very
little else during the months after the crisis exploded but work
toward a solution. The NTCA also played a very important role,
and earned some valuable recognition during the crisis.
If there was anything to be gained from the crisis I think it
is the knowledge that we now accept that we have to export

If there was anything to be gained from the
crisis I think it is the knowledge that we
now accept that we have to export required
standards along with our animals.

We must not relax on this, but should vigilantly continue to
pursue improvement and consistency in animal welfare in all
our markets.
We must not underestimate how finely balanced public opinion
and our Federal Government is.
Moving on:

Animal Health, Welfare and Biosecurity issues take up a lot of
CCA time, at Board, Council and Committee level.
Market Access and Trade Issues also keep the Council
busy working with the NFF and the MLA to advance the
opportunities for our Industry. The Korean FTA remains an
immediate priority. CCA continues to work closely with the
Australian Government and the MLA to bring this about.
Council spends a considerable amount of time reviewing MLA
Operations, but we need to do much more here. Unfortunately
CCA does not currently have the resources to carry out this role
at the level I believe is necessary.
Work continues on the Pasture Fed Beef Standard.
Disappointingly we lost the RFID debate during the Welfare
Crisis. I guess it was a small price to pay if it was part of the
solution, but we will be paying for a very long time.
The Federal Government has legislated a carbon price as of
July 1 this year. Whilst agriculture is not directly implicated
at this time, make no mistake we will pay from the start
through the flow on effects. We remain strongly opposed to any
form of Climate Change policy which reduces our Industry’s
international competiveness.
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Customised Manufacturing
• Water tanks • Plastic mouldings
• Chemical tanks • spas
• Containers & tubes

Fencing & Yards

Proudly
supporting
the Cattle
Industry with
quality fuel
and superior
service.

• industrial • stock Yards
• residential

Ausfuel Gull is a familiar name in the Territory and one
that’s synonymous with delivering a quality supply of
fuel and lubricants, backed by the very highest level
of customer service.

Water Supply & Piping

Andy Gray is also well known, having been deeply involved
in the Top End’s pastoral industry over many years.

• industrial • stock Yards

He joined Ausfuel Gull in June 2012 as the Ausfuel
Gull State Sales Manager for the NT, South Australia
and the Kimberley.

What we offer you in the Top End.
• Largest independent supplier/deliverer of fuel and
lubricants.
• Largest independent retail network.
• Extensive (and growing) Fuelcard network.

Our fuel equipment rentals solutions.
• Self-Bunded Tanks.
• Fuel Management Systems.
• Fuel Dispensing Equipment.

CALL US ON
1300 784 489 TODAY!
Water tanks
Cartage tanks
Containers and tubs
Custom molding
9 beresford road,
Palmerston nt 0830

info@terracorp.com.au
www.terracorp.com.au

For all your fuel and
fuel equipment needs call
Andy Gray and his team
at Ausfuel Gull on

1300 723 706.

Whilst I regret I have not been present here earlier today I am
sure that there will have been plenty of discussion around the
current suggestion for restructure of the CCA and the suggested
funding model including some access to levy funds.
Whilst I am disturbed at the prospect of our Peak Council
receiving funds collected by the Government, I can see no other
way of effectively funding the Council. The Industry and the
Government have higher expectations of the Cattle Council,
but to be able to realise those expectations it needs to be much
better resourced. Given the size and complexity of the Industry
the CCA Budget is extraordinarily low.
I encourage all members to participate in the Restructure
Consultative process, which will be holding a session in Alice
Springs later this year, as well as the Beef Industry Strategic
Plan. It is very easy to be cynical about these types of initiatives,
but input is vital and these plans will play an important role in
directing industry resources in the times ahead.
In Closing.

I encourage all members to participate in
the Restructure Consultative process, which
will be holding a session in Alice Springs
later this year, as well as the Beef Industry
Strategic Plan. It is very easy to be cynical
about these types of initiatives, but input is
vital and these plans will play an important
role in directing Industry Resources in the
times ahead.

CATTLE COUNCIL Report Continued

CCA Restructure & Membership.

CCA continues to be beset by membership issues. The specifics
are many and the solutions do at times seem to be unreachable.
Plainly speaking the membership of many of our fellow SFOs
is simply too low for them to be able to afford membership of
the peak organisations. They do however wish to remain in the
fold at Peak Council level. This causes the SFOs which are able
to afford full membership to be subsidising those who cannot,
and more importantly reduces the already meagre resources with
which CCA has to operate with.
There is also an issue that some of the many producers who for
one reason or another do not wish to be part of their SFO, do
wish to participate and contribute at the National Peak Council
level.

I would like to acknowledge the work of our outgoing President
in Rohan Sullivan, and thank him for his support of me in this
role and his services to the NTCA in general over the past three
years. Whilst he is quick to play down the role he has played,
I believe we were very fortunate to have had his steady hand at
the wheel in the live export crisis, as well as benefiting from the
deep sense of personal responsibility I know he felt to all his
fellow producers here in the NT during that time.
Thanks also to Luke Bowen for his support.
I have elected not to seek re-election as your delegate again this
year. I wish the incoming delegate well, and thank the members
and executive for their support and confidence in me in the
past.
I have very much enjoyed representing you and hope to do so
again one day.
Thanks again to Peter & Jane Hughes, my time is their time and
they give it freely in support of the NTCA.
Finally thanks to Dianne, Daniel & Sam who will hopefully see
a little more of me in the next year or two.

George Scott
NTCA Cattle Council Delegate
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National Farmers Federation Report
Fortunately in this wonderful country we have never experienced the reality of what it is like to go hungry.
In recent years how often have we heard the terms
of global food security, protein - energy malnutrition, world
hunger (greater than 900 million people in 2010), and by 2050
the world population is predicted to be in excess of nine billion.
This issue appears to be the driving message in every key-note
address delivered to an agricultural focused audience, it is a clear
message driven home to governments, schools and universities,
yet in this day and age we have some school children and
university students who believe that beef is a vegetable, cotton
socks are an animal product, yoghurt is from plants and that
farming damages the environment.

however, the question looms as to whether this is sustainable,
especially when we have the opportunity of meeting the world
need for food and fibre through increased production.
Australia presently has to suffer an incompetent and
dysfunctional federal government particularly when dealing
with issues relating to agriculture, major examples of this
incompetence are the closure of the live export trade, and the
backflip on a carbon tax.

As a food producing industry we have many issues and
problems that we have to deal with.

The reason for mentioning this is because the National Farmers
Federation is the peak national body representing agriculture in
this country and has the responsibility of having to lobby and
deal with government while they flip-flop between different
policy positions.

Surprisingly in Australia, unlike most other countries we have
an education system that doesn’t recognise agriculture in its
school curriculum.

NFF members council sets policy direction which in turn
underpins the advice, direction and submissions in dealing with
government.

There is a chronic ignorance in the urban landscape relating
to land that is used for food production and the land that
would be willed for environmental capture, unfortunately it is
perceived that these are mutually exclusive.

The major policy areas that NFF have been working on in
the past twelve months with a more specific influence on the
Territory are as follows

There is the belief that water that would be better served for
environmental flows and birdlife rather than the production of
food or the livelihood of regional communities.
Many agricultural businesses are suffering declining terms of
trade, making long-term viability questionable and succession
planning almost impossible.
Governments that have a serious disconnect with the
importance of agriculture as a major food producing enterprise
for both national and international markets versus recognition
and support of the industry. To mention but a few that will be
dealt with in this report, R&D, ETS, CFI, OH&S, Red tape,
Regulation, Workplace relations and no ‘you cannot export
that’.
These are some of the issues but the answer to the problem is
getting the message through to the people and the government
of this country that unless the agricultural industry is fully
supported and respected there is a real chance that we may not
be in a position to take advantage of increased food production
in the future.
Unlike other countries that we are competing with, agriculture
in Australia is unsubsidised, so when you consider that the
value added production contributes twelve percent to the Gross
Domestic Product, we are highly productive and efficient,

Trade

World Farmers Organisation is a new organization to represent
farming interests on the world stage it has effectively taken the
place of the International Federation of Agriculture Producers.
Korean FTA . Internal political backlash of the ratification of
Korea’s FTA with the US has potentially placed Australias trade
agenda in jeopardy.
Australia Malaysia FTA . Prime ministers of both countries have
committed to finalizing a FTA by March this year.
I am reluctant to mention the appalling stuff-up the federal
government made with the closure of the live export trade to
Indonesia, though from all agencies including NTCA and NFF
there was an enormous amount of work in dealing with the
antagonists to get the trade reopened. This issue will be ongoing.
Economics

Supermarket code of conduct. Through the Australian
Sustainable Food Alliance a code of conduct is being developed
to regulate supermarket and related supply chain activities.
Foreign ownership in Australian agriculture. NFF has been
engaging with government to obtain accurate information
relating to foreign ownership and investment in Australian
agricultural land.
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Review of Taxation trusts. Recent changes to the taxation of
trusts have had some adverse effect on some farming trusts, this
is being reviewed by Assistant Treasurer Bill Shorten.
Increase in Superannuation Guarantee NFF are arguing that
there will have to be an offset because this cost cannot be passed
and will come directly off the bottom line.
Drought Reform. The WA drought policy pilot program will
require an extension to better inform policy reform for the
future. Indications are that DAFF may undertake some work on
insurance products, guidelines and models for grants.

have a broader focus to biosecurity risks that cover animals,
plants and humans.
Beale Reforms. The Federal Government is still reluctant to
implement the recommendations of the Beale report that are
integral in protecting Australia’s shores from pests and disease.
Workplace Relations

There have been several reviews within the Pastoral Award,
amendments have been sought for Casual employment, expense
related allowances and vehicle allowances.
Proposed to seek an offset in relation to the Superannuation increase.

Environment

Wildlife corridors draft plan to be released in March will be
seeking comment from organisations and individuals. Funding
for this 2009 election commitment will be sought from the
Biodiversity fund. Will this voluntary concept in the future
become mandated, will this concept remove productive land
away from the production system, and will there be a trade
off for committing land to these corridors. Unless we engage
in the debate we wont have a say in what may or may not be
determined!
Murray Darling Basin Plan. This complex issue is drawing close
to finality with the consulting phase and will now rest with a
political outcome later this year. The decision will be made between
negotiations with the Labour Government, the Opposition, the
Greens and State Governments. NFF has remained committed to
not accepting the proposed 2750 Gigalitre SDL
Animal Health and Biosecurity

Ongoing discussions between the Quad Bike Working Group
and Safe Work Australia to progress a Rural Plant Code of
Practice and independent research into Quads.
Discussions regarding the Regional Migration Agreement to
progress a pilot for agriculture and to expand a Seasonal Workers
Scheme.
Telecommunications

One of the key issues is ensuring cost effective and reliable
telecommunications in rural and regional Australia.
With the roll out of the NBN and the growing demand of high
speed mobile broardband the NFF has to remain totally focused
that any new developments that potentially may disenfranchise
regional areas.
Submissions to Government

AQIS has been rebranded as DAFF Biosecurity, none of the
core functions of AQIS will change.

NFF has released its 2012-13 budget submission to the federal
government for continued investment in agriculture and has
identified ten key areas for this investment.

A new Biosecurity Act is being developed to implement key
biosecurity reforms and replace the Quarantine Act. This will

Coal Seam Gas. NFF has called for a budget commitment to the
Independent Scientific Expert Committee to conduct research

Prime Super is the industry super fund
for rural and regional Australians.
Contact your Regional Managers Wayne Wright on 0407 777 449
or Edward Isaac on 0488 999 771 to find out how we can
help you manage your super obligations.

1800 675 839 www.primesuper.com.au
Prime Super (ABN 60 562 335 823) is issued by Prime Super Pty Ltd (ABN 81 067 241 016, AFSL 219723). Call 1800 675 839 for a Product Disclosure Statement.
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Road Trained by Repairs

& PARTS

General
Trailer
Maintenance
Comprehensive
Range of
Spare Parts
Structural
& Accident
Repairs
Crash Repairs
Crush
Facilities

Keeping you in front... OUTBACK
1848 Ipswich Road, Rocklea, Brisbane Ph (07) 3277 3666
Sydney Ph (02) 9755 3877
Dar win Ph (08) 8932 2626

www.haulmark.com.au
sales@haulmark.com.au
Quality
ISO 9001

TTS
Territory
Transport Sales

874 Stuart Highway
PINELANDS NT
(08) 8932 2626
transportspares@bigpond.com

Stay the night & relax...

in lush, tropical,
style
BRISBANE
1848 Ipswich Road
ROCKLEA
Ph (07) 3277 3666

From

170

$

per couple, per night

includes accommodation, full
buffet breakfast, welcome drink
on arrival, free parking and
daily newspaper
Mention this ad when booking to receive this offer

Rydges Darwin Airport Resort offers stylish Darwin
accommodation where guests can rest and relax in
lush tropical gardens, take in the natural beauty of the
adjacent Rapid Creek’s stunning pools & wetlands while
enjoying the modern comforts and resort facilities.

Rydges Darwin Airport Resort
1 Henry Wrigley Drive, Marrara, NT,
Phone: 08 8920 3333
www.rydges.com

*Subject to availability, Not in conjunction with any other offer, based on 2 adults in a Superior Queen Room For new bookings only promotion valid for bookings from the 1/10/2012 until 31/3/2013.
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into the impacts of mining and coal seam gas extraction on
Agricultural and environmental resources.
Funding is being sought for the development of guidelines for
recompense for landholders for land access under coal seam projects
Infrastructure

Continuing work on infrastructure and transport regulation,
national harmonisation of freight networks, rural roads, and
involvement with the National Freight Strategy and National
Heavy Vehicle Regulator
Research & Development

In 2008-9 the farm sector invested $244 million into R&D
through the RDCs which is well above the $218 million
invested by DAFF.
It is estimated that $1.5 Billion is spent on agricultural research
annually in Australia.
The NFF has called on the Federal government to complete
their response to the Productivity Commissions review of the
Rural Research and Development Corporations and the Rural
Research and Development Councils National Strategic Rural
Research and Development Investment Plan.
Fundamentally sourcing R&D funding and obtaining matching
investment from Government is becoming increasingly difficult.
Investment into R&D has generically returned a ratio of $11 to
$1 invested.
National Food Plan

NFF has been a strong advocate for the development of
a national food plan and that food security will become
increasingly important over time. The Australian Government
should have this as a fundamental element of its policy.
Carbon

There have been more than 500 applications for funding under the
Carbon Farming Futures Fund, $99 million allocated to on ground
programs and $201 million to Filling the Research Gap program.
Nine million dollars of taxpayers funds have gone toward the
purchase of Henbury Station. The prospectus claims that it
may be possible to sequester $78 million annually. We will
see. Effectively Central Australia has lost a productive food
producing property.
The Australian government endorsed the removal of any
language within the Land Use and Land Use Change and
Forestry during the Kyoto negotiations in Durban. Potentially
this could jeopardise the way farming credits are claimed under
the Australian carbon tax & ETS. Ie accounting for droughts
and bushfires.

Education and Training

NFF has called on the federal government to maintain its
commitment to the Primary Industries Education Foundation
with funding to expand its suite of diverse curriculum materials.
We look forward to the day when children in this country have
a reasonable understanding and respect from where their daily
bread comes from.
Blueprint For Agriculture

NFF has been successful in bringing Westpac, Woolworths and
the Australian government together with a $400000 support
sponsorship which will enable this comprehensive initiative
to go ahead. The first workshop was delivered at the Members
Council meeting on the 29th Feb and was facilitated by Robbie
Sefton of Sefton and Associates. I hope you all had as much
yesterday with the delivery in Darwin.
Australian Farmers Fighting Fund

NTCA has an application with the AFFF to seek opinion on
obtaining legal action against the Federal Government in the
decision to ban live exports to Indonesia. This has been agreed
to with $30000 support. The opinion received is that the
minister acted with reckless disregard as to his lack of power and
that a claim of misfeasance in public office against the minister
would likely be successful.
There are cases currently been pursued which at this stage are
commercial in confidence.
There are ongoing actions involving AFFF funding with the
Caroona Coal action Group
NFF and SFO future

I must apologise for many of the topics covered in this report
being brief and for a great number of issues not being covered,
however, there are far too many to mention all.
The future of agriculture in this country is contingent upon
organisations such as the NFF having the support and funding to
be able to continue setting direction to Government and cohesively
representing the interests of the food and fibre community.
NFF Team

On behalf of the Northern Territory Cattle Men and Women,
many thanks to Jock, Matt and the NFF team for managing
to achieve what you have in somewhat difficult political
circumstances.
Roy Chisholm
NFF Representative
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Northern Territory Fire and Rescue Service
If you have:
COMMITMENT to promote community safety
and keep people safe
COURAGE to help people in challenging and
confronting situations
DETERMINATION to see the job through in
sometimes difficult conditions
EMPATHY towards those suffering pain and loss
INTEGRITY at all times
...then an exciting and rewarding career with
the NT Fire and Rescue Service could be for you.
Contact Recruitment for more information on:

08 8999 FIRE (8999 3473)
or visit www.fire.nt.gov.au

NT Fire and
Rescue Service

Here’s how you get personalized service in
plain english about Your Tax, Your Super and
Your Money from specialists with 25 years of
service to the NT Pastoral Industry!
When business is tough, it’s good to know you can
rely on specialists who understand the challenges you
face. With over 25 years experience, we are leading
advisors to the Territory’s pastoral industry.

Moore Stephens’
Business Women’s Luncheon
For your Free No Obligation 60 Minute Financial,
Tax and Business Health Check.
Call Ian, Cristina and Sam on 1300 662 322

Ian Anderson

Cristina Clemente

Sponsorship Proposal

growth

www.moorestephens.com.au

•

Sam Woods

profitability

•

cashflow

•

asset protection

•

succession planning

Serious about Success®

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. Moore Stephens is a network of independent firms which are independent
members of Moore Stephens International Limited – members in principal cities throughout the world.

2012 NTCA AGM & Northern Beef Forum
In 2012 the NTCA’s 28th AGM provided a platform for the Northern Beef Forum which hosted open and
challenging discussion on our most critical industry issues.

CONFERENCE
PROGRAM
29 March 2012
Briefing for Industry on the proposed Northern
Abattoir
Australian Agricultural Company (AACo)
Ladies Lunch
National Blueprint for Australian Agriculture
Workshop
Coordinated by National Farmers Federation (NFF)
This workshop was part of a national series of
workshops and open to all industry.
Drinks and Dinners
Hosted by agribusiness companies and sponsors for
industry clients.

The 2011 live export crisis permanently changed the face
of our northern beef industry. Not merely about economics,
the crisis showed our industry that political risk and public
perceptions of our industry had, and may continue to have, the
greatest impact on the future of northern Australian producers
and their families.
Each year, the NTCA hosts one of the beef industry’s premier
events to coincide with its Annual General Meeting (AGM).
This provides a focus for the northern cattle industry.
In 2012 the NTCA’s 28th AGM provided a platform for the
Northern Beef Forum which hosted open and challenging
discussion on our most critical industry issues.
Northern focus

The forum included a panel of the nations industry leaders such as:
National Farmers Federation President – Jock Laurie
Cattle Council of Australia President – Andrew Ogilvie
Australian Livestock Exporters Council – Peter Kane
Meat and Livestock Australia Chairman – Rob Anderson

30 March 2012

AgForce President –Brent Finlay

Northern Beef Forum

NTCA President – Rohan Sullivan

Opening address
NTCA President Rohan Sullivan

Rabobank – John Baker

Keynote speaker
John Baker, Rabobank
Asia Head of Food & Agribusiness Research and
Advisory

Much of the day’s discussion surrounded the structure
and effectiveness of national and commodity industry
representation, industry leadership and producer levies, animal
welfare, live export, the rural / urban divide and challenges in
reconnecting rural Australia.

Facilitated industry forum and panel of industry
leaders and organisations
Including Meat and Livestock Australia, Cattle
Council of Australia, AgForce, Australian Live Export
Council, National Farmers Federation and LiveCorp.

Primarily about our members and the broader industry, the
forum included NTCA members, the leaders from national
peak industry groups such as NFF, Cattle Council of Australia,
MLA and state bodies such as AgForce.

NTCA 28th Annual General Meeting
NTCA members
NTCA 28th Annual Gala Dinner

Advancing and Protecting the Interests of Cattle Producers in the Northern Territory Norther n Territor y Cattlemen’s Association

41

HELP PROTECT OUR NATURAL GAS PIPELINES
Dial 1100 Before You Dig aaaaaaaaa
or contact APA Group on 1800 019 112
APA Group is Australia’s largest natural gas infrastructure business owning and / or operating

all of the natural gas pipelines in the Northern Territory.

16 Georgina Crescent, Palmerston NT 0830

Ph: (08) 8924 8100

www.apa.com.au

relax:

(verb) I What you’ll feel after staying at

Crowne Plaza Alice Springs. Offering exceptional
service and facilities, we’re the perfect choice for
your next escape or event.

Experience Crowne Plaza Alice Springs for yourself.
Call +61 8 8950 8000 or visit www.crowneplaza.com.au

SYDNEY
MELBOURNE
PERTH
AUCKLAND
HONG KONG
OVER 300 LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE

LONDON

NEW YORK

Open 7 days
Bistro Dining
Lunch & Dinner
Tropical Beer Gardens
Clubs & Carts for Hire
Shaded Jumping Pillow

www.katherinecountryclub.com.au

Find us on

Facebook
Members, bona
bona--fide guests
and travellers welcome

POK I E S

40 Pearce St, just off Victoria Hwy
Katherine, NT (08) 8972 1276

Stevedoring
Australia’s largest Stevedore since 1919
Proudly supporting the Northern Territory livestock export industry
with fully-trained and efficient vessel loading through the Port of Darwin

Patrick Stevedoring East Arm Port, Berrimah Road, Berrimah NT 0828
Phone (08)

8984 4701

darwinops@patrick.com.au • www.patrick.com.au

keynote address John Baker
RABOBANKS John Baker, Head of Food and Agribusiness Asia delivered some good news for the Australian
beef industry when he addressed the Northern Territory Cattleman’s Association at this years conference.
Sprouting a drop in herd numbers globally, Mr Baker
said that while in other parts of the world cattle numbers were
contracting, Australia had expanded, and as a low cost producer
he painted a picture of optimism and profitability for the future.
“There is no doubt Australia’s low cost of production
underscores the level of competiveness we have as a producer on
the global market,” he said.
“Locally production is very tight – globally we are treading
water - this should buoy prices in the medium to longer term.”
However, he described a very different story in both the US and
the EU with both markets currently experiencing a significant
decline in herd numbers.
Mr Baker said the US beef industry is a feed intensive industry,
so feeding profit margins are under significant pressure, as are
beef packing margins, which reflects the challenges in passing
beef price volatility on to the US consumer.
“US beef is heading to export markets with volumes returning
to pre GFC levels -the question is, will the rise in exports be
sustainable given the falling herd numbers,” he said.
“In the EU we see the same story, a feed intensive industry
with a lot of pressure on margins - as a result we are seeing a
declining herd, and an expanding import quota, which has
opened up additional export opportunities”.
“Cleary there are opportunities in these markets for Australia
and even Brazil.”
Mr Baker said like Australia, Brazil’s herd numbers were
expanding.
He said there were many parallels between Australia and Brazil
with both countries seeing gradual rise in herd numbers.
In Brazil the domestic herd underwent significant growth over
the past decade, but in recent years numbers have begun to
flatten. However, today there is a turnaround as the cattle move
into the northern areas – while these are marginal areas that are
having an impact through reduced carcass weights, Mr Baker
said in these northern areas there is more land area available for
the Brazilian herd to begin rebuilding.
“ In short in the US and EU we are seeing declining herd
numbers, while in comparison Brazil and Australia are actually
expanding. The bottom line is supplies are tight so we can
expect pricing to reflect that tightness in the near to medium
term,” he said.

John Baker
Asia Head of Food & Agribusiness Research
and Advisory, Rabobank

John has 15 years of professional experience across research,
consulting, mergers and acquisitions and private equity
disciplines. Past roles include Vice President - Investments
at Deutsche Asset Management Asia; Head of Mergers
and Acquisitions for Louis Dreyfus Commodities in Asia;
Rabobank International in Singapore from 2002 to 2006.

Mr Baker recognised that the Northern Australia top end
cattle producer’s heavy reliance on live trade into Indonesia
has created its own challenges with moves from the Indonesia
Government to become self sufficient by 2014. However, he
also believed Indonesia had some hurdles with the agriculture
landscape relying solely on small land holder production
systems to achieve self-sufficiency.
“Population growth in Indonesia is right in there with China,
Brazil and India and is shaping up as one of the key emerging
countries in the world,” he said.
“Indonesia is already self sufficient in poultry production which
has been achieved under the small holder production model.
With agriculture in Indonesia, everything is driven from a
small holder production base. So any solutions for expanding
production need to be considered in the small holder context.”
Mr Baker said obviously Indonesia has a track record in this
area with its success in achieving self-sufficiency in poultry, but
they also have self sufficiency ambitions in sugar as well as beef.
So there are some challenges ahead.
He said with the solution lying in small holdings there were
fundamental challenges in dealing with working capital.
“If we look at poultry production a small land holder can put
their money in for 45 days and then they can get paid again,
with cattle it is a bit different. If you look at the evolution of
the Indonesian beef industry there is a strong dominance of
corporate representation in beef production that reflects that
you need substantial capital in order to facilitate this sort of
business. This will be another challenge.”
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We’re 100% committed
to Northern Territory
Connecting with regional communities is at the
heart of what we do at Suncorp Bank. We make
sure our experienced Agribusiness Specialists are
there for you, with superior industry knowledge
and the ability to make decisions on the ground.

Want to know what we can do for you?
Talk with our NT Business Banking
Specialist for term loans, overdrafts,
equipment finance or business accounts.

Brecken Curtis
Executive Manager Business Banking
0408 450 006
brecken.curtis@suncorp.com.au

Tax, business advisory
and audit professionals
Deloitte, one of Australia’s leading professional services
firms, provides audit, tax, consulting, risk management,
corporate governance and financial advisory services.
We have extensive experience with pastoralists
throughout Australia.
Services include:
• Accounting and book keeping
• Financial statements
• Tax advice
• Audit & assurance services
• Business advisory services.
Level 11, 24 Mitchell Street, Darwin NT 0800
Tel: +61 (0) 8 8980 3000
9 Parsons Street, Alice Springs NT 0870
Tel: +61 (0) 8 8950 7000
www.deloitte.com.au

Suncorp Metway Ltd ABN 66 010 831 722.

21311 14/09/12 A

A Uniting Church Co-educational Day & Boarding School
For Students In Years 7 to 12

St Philip’s College
Alice Springs

INCORPORATING:

• Victoria River Downs Station
• Moolooloo Station
• Mt Sanford Station
• Pigeon Hole Station
• Flora Valley Station
• Birrindudu Station
MAJOR SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY CATTLE
FOR THE LIVE EXPORT INDUSTRY
PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE
NT CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

All enquiries:

Ph: (08) 8975 0795

Email: info@heytesburycattle.com.au

Nestled in the hills of Alice Springs, St Philip’s College is centrally
located for families from all states and territories of Australia.
The warm, friendly family atmosphere in both the boys’ and girls’
boarding houses has resulted in our boarders excelling in many
different areas of the school.
Our parents say it’s the quality of the education and affordable
fees they like, but our students say it’s the wonderful opportunities,
dedicated and energetic staff, plus the supportive and dynamic
learning environment they love.

An International Education
in a Rural Setting
www.stphilips.nt.edu.au
info@stphilips.nt.edu.au
(08) 8950 4511
A UNITING
CHURCH
CO-EDUCATIONAL
DAY SCHOOL
FOR STUDENTS
YEARS 7 TO 12
Schwarz
Crescent
POBOARDING
Box 33ANDAlice
Springs
NT IN0871

2012 NTCA AGM & Northern Beef Forum
in pictures

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

1. Rod Kent, Pete Lourey, Shaun Coutts,
Janet Chisholm, Rob Baines 2. Rohan
Sullivan NTCA President 3 John Baker
4. Forum attendees 5. Luke Bowen & ??
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Established in 1973, Australian Rural Exports Pty
Ltd (AUSTREX) is a leading Australian exporter of
Livestock, forging a strong reputation internationally for
integrity, quality and reliability.

Serving the Territory for over 50 years
• Property Development & Construction

AUSTREX has a long and recognised history in
exporting beef cattle (both for breeding and fattening),
dairy cattle and other classes of livestock.

• Pastoral & Primary Industries

AUSTREX will continue to focus on ensuring that all
livestock it exports are managed according to (at a
minimum) World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)
standards.

• Mining & Resources

AUSTREX continues to invest in the expansion and
development of sustainable markets for Northern
Territory cattle.

AUSTREX proudly supports The Northern Territory
Cattleman’s Association and its members

www.austrex.com.au
All enquiries welcome:

07 3041 2800

or David O’Hare 0427 970 012
Email: austrex@austrex.com.au
AUSTREX, Established 1973

• Estate & Succession Planning
• Business Sales, Purchases & Disputes
• Contract & Employment Law
DARWIN

ALICE SPRINGS

Level 9, Mitchell Centre
59 Mitchell Street
Darwin NT 0801

Level 2, Anangu House
44 Bath Street
Alice Springs NT 0871

Ph: 08 8943 0400

Ph: 08 8950 2100

Fax: 08 8943 0499

Fax: 08 8950 2162

email: darwin@cridlandsmb.com.au

email: alice@cridlandsmb.com.au

www.cridlandsmb.com.au

Morrissey Hydraulic CRADLe

Comes complete with power pack

Key Contacts for
Pastoral Land Managers
Darwin
Bushfires NT
Heritage
Pastoral Land Board
Rangelands Management
Spatial Data and Mapping
Resource Assessment
Land Management Advice
Water Resources
Land Resources
Weeds

8922 0844
8999 5039
8999 4754
8999 4571
8999 3602
8999 4443
8999 4572
8999 4455
8999 4478
8999 4567

Katherine

8973 8841

Central Australia
Land and Water Advice

Same action as the well-known
Manual Morrissey Cradle – Quick and
efficient without physical labour.

Morrissey & CO PTY LTD
Est 1910 – Celebrating 101 years

8951 9279

www.nt.gov.au/nretas
www.greeningnt.nt.gov.au

Manufacturers of Quality Stock Handling Equipment
Available through Morrissey & Co Pty Ltd
PO Box 4, Jandowae Q 4410 or your Agent of choice

Phone (07) 4668 5317

Fax (07) 4668 5490

Email: sales@morrisseyco.com.au Web: www.morrisseyco.com.au

2012 NTCA AGM & Northern Beef Forum
in pictures

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

1. Forum panelists 2. John Underwood
3. John Armstrong 4. Roy Chisholm
5. NTCA executive
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2012 NTCA Ladies LUNCH 2012
The 2012 NTCA ladies lunch was held at Char Restaurant in Darwin on Thursday the 28th March. Our bush
women were treated to a sensational lunch with the finest of foods, premium wines and incredible door prizes.
The lunch started off with the chance to mingle with old
and new friends whilst enjoying a welcome glass of French
champagne thanks to John Kilroy, owner of Char. The
Honourable Sally Thomas, Administrator of the Northern
Territory was our special guest for the day and Her Honour
shared some great memories about her years prior to becoming
Administrator. Her story was both entertaining and inspiring.

ank you
o all our sponsors
John Kilroy flew from Brisbane to Darwin to oversee our
luncheon and he made sure that our dining experience
exceeded all expectations.

Richard McLean and Annie Radomski who between them
have been employed at Paspaley for more than 45 years spoke
to us about Paspaley’s Pearl Stringing Technique along with
the difficulty in matching Pearls. Each of the ladies was given
the opportunity to win a gorgeous pair of South Sea Pearl
earrings by guessing the number of pearls in a jar. Annette
Howie was thrilled to be the lucky winner.
There were 3 superb door prizes; a di CROCO Aqua hornback
bottle coaster, a di CROCO Aqua hornback wristband with
sterling silver trim and an Elements 6 hour Rejuvenation package.
The afternoon finished with a walk to Paspaley Showroom
and Pearl Exhibition where with a glass of bubbly in hand, the
ladies learnt how Paspaley grew from a small company to the
world’s leading producer of Australian South Sea Pearls. The
Pearl Grading Room is off-limits to the general public so it
was a real treat to see first-hand the processes involved.
The feedback from the 2012 NTCA Ladies Lunch has been
extremely overwhelming and on behalf of all the attendees I
wish to thank our very generous sponsors for making the day
possible.
Fiona Mitchell Barkly Branch NTCA

Thanks to our Ladies Day Sponsors
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3.

2.

5.

7.

6.

8.

3. Marie Muldoon (Midway Station),Her Honour, The Admininstrator, The Honourable Sally Thomas, Fiona Mitchell (Newcastle Waters
Station) 4. Melissa Kerr (Cheeney Station) 5. Jane Armstrong (Beetaloo Station,),Marie Muldoon (Midway Station), Janet Chisholm
(Napperby Station) 6. Linda Blackwood (Myroodah Station WA), Her Honour, The Admininstrator, The Honourable Sally Thomas, 7. Paspaley
Pearls 8. Julie Richter (Vrd Station).
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1.

2.

3.

5.

4.

6.

1. Debbie Herrod (Western Creek Station) 2. Her Honour, The Admininstrator, The Honourable Sally Thomas, Marie Muldoon (Midway Station)
3. Paspaley Pearls Grading Room 4. Richard Mclean (Paspaley Pearls) 5. Annette Howie (Maneroo Station) winning Paspaley earrings, Annie
Radomski (Paspaley Pearls) 6. Danielle Doyle (Mittebah Station) Annie Radomski (Paspaley) Sally Sullivan (Cave Creek Station).
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Darwin Luxury Boutique Accommodation
www.morethanaroom.com.au

More Than A Room

0418 616 888

DINING - FUNCTIONS - WEDDINGS - CORPORATE EVENTS

Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association

WINNER BEST STAND ALONE RESTAURANT NT - WINNER BEST EXTENSIVE WINE LIST NT

Yearbook 2005/2006
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
A D M I R A LT Y H O U S E,
70 THE ESPLANADE, DARWIN NT

Proudly published by Walsh Media Services
08 8981 4544
w w w . c h a rd aLevel
r w i n3,. c18-20
o m .Grenfell
au
Street Adelaide SA 5000 GPO Box 2089 Adelaide SA 5001

- Wednesday
Fridaywalshmedia@adelaide.on.net
from 12:00 noon. Dinner - 7 nights ‘til late.
Phone (08) 8221 5600Lunch
Fax (08)
8221 5601toEmail

Advertising Proof

RESERVATIONS FREECALL

1800 222 511

This is a proof of your advertisement booked for the 2005/06 edition of the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association
Giles Street (Gorge Road)
Yearbook. Please check it thoroughly and fax back to us with your signed approval on (08) 8221 5601.
Should there be any alterations, please contact Helen Lee on (08) 8221 5600.
NOTE: Due to printing deadlines, if conﬁrmation is not received by

From Darwin left at lights
From Alice right – 3 kms
www.knottscrossing.com.au

then approval will be assumed.

Gateway to the majestic Katherine (Nitmiluk) Gorge, award-winning
Knotts Crossing Resort’s comprehensive facilities cater for every
accommodation need & budget. Affordable motel rooms & suites,
cabins, ensuited caravan sites, pools, restaurant, alfresco bar and fine
hospitality amidst the natural beauty of the northern savannah.

85Fogarty
Smith Street,
NT 0870
0870
10
Street,Alice
Alice Springs,
Springs NT
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Fax: (08) 8953 3100
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2012 NTCA 28th annual gala dinner
in pictures

1.

2.

3.

5.

8.

4.

6.

7.

9.

1. names 2. Darwin Turf Club Dinner Venue 3. names 4. Luke Bowen & name 5. Roy Chisholm 6. Rohan Sullivan & Tom Stockwell 7.
Tony Searle & Sally Sullivan 8. names 9. Darwin Turf Club Dinner Venue
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1. names 2. names 3. names 4. names 5. names 6. names 7. Dick Morton, Loraine Corowa, Neil McDonald 8. Morag Dwyer, Toni
Coutts, Marie Muldoon, Bernadette Burke
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2012 NTCA 28th annual gala dinner
in pictures

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

7.

6.

8.

1. Fiona Collins & Tracey Page 2. names 3. names 4. names 5. names 6. Allison Ross, Chris & Amanda Howie 7.Craig Slack, Letti
Cook. Paula Gerschwitz, Bill Cook, Bob Savage 8. Terry Roth, Sonia Peters, Belinda & Frank Peacock
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5.

7.

6.

8.

1. names 2. names 3. names 4. names 5. names 6. names 7. names 8. names
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The leaders
At the end of the day,
in irrigation
it’s experience
that matters most.

At Territory Rural, our staff have been living
and breathing the Territory for almost 90 years.
And you don’t work at something for that long
without getting bloody good at it.
Territory Rural offers complete rural services
including, livestock sales and purchases, rural
merchandise, real estate and insurance. In fact,
almost anything you need we have the team
and level of service to make your life easy.

www.waterdynamics.com

The leaders in irrigation
• Travelling Irrigators • Centre Pivots
• Linear Systems • Water Tanks
• Stock Water Systems • Turf Watering Systems
• Filtration Systems • Drip Micro Irrigation

870
Ph: 8932
8932 4688
4688 Fax:
Fax:8931
89312933
2933
870Stuart
StuartHighway
HighwayPinelands,
Pinelands, Darwin
Darwin Ph:
Pinelands – Heidi Millership – Merchandise – 0409 285 403
Shaun
Healy – Merchandise
– 0448 895
800 601 750
David Ingham
- Operations
Manager/Merchandise
- 0400
Steve Liebelt – Business Unit Manager – 0412 401 507
Andrew Gray - Property/Insurance - 0438 960 047
72 Crawford Street, Katherine Ph: 8971 1852 Fax: 8971 1508
David
Cundy
- Livestock - –0409
Ben
Coutts
– Merchandise
0488412
971923
947
Shaun
- Merchandise
0448 601
895 750
800
David Healy
Ingham
– Manager –- 0400
Scott
Riggs
– Livestock – 0407-657
863
Louise
Orwin
- Merchandise/Admin
8932
4688
Danny Hayes – Livestock – 8777 4280

Phone: 1300-WATER 1 08 8932 6547
Lot 1140 Georgina Crescent, Palmerston
Fax: 08 8932 7162
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N O R T H E R N

What we do

T E R R I T O R Y

The RDA NT committee is made up of local people
developing local solutions to local issues. They
build partnerships to develop strategies and deliver
sustainable infrastructure and services to our
regions.
Your input is welcomed, contact us and let us know
what the challenges and opportunities are in your
part of the Territory.
Kate Peake
eo@rdant.com.au
8941 7550

8-10 Stuart Tce, Alice Springs, NT

For more information go to...

www.rdant.com.au

Life membership for industry stalwarts
Mick Moloney and David Crombie are the latest cattle industry identities to be honoured with NTCA life
membership. Here are excerpts from addresses delivered by Ken Warriner and John and Terry Underwood
about Mick and David respectively during this year’s Northern Beef Forum dinner.

MICK MOLONEY
MICK MOLONEY has rarely missed a celebration in the
north, whether it be one of the various Brahman dinners, or
NTCA AGMs, private station celebrations, race meetings and,
lately, funerals - and there’s no happier soul than Mick. He
has had his health problems over the years, and his response
when asked how he is, has always been “I am good” or, when
in trouble, “There are plenty worse off than me”. Mick is a
water man. He spent 45 years with Southern Cross and was
their longest serving employee on his departure in 1992. He
continued doing consultancy work for them for a number of
years. He spent most of his time in Northern Australia but he
also spent considerable time in New Guinea and South East Asia.
One of Mick’s more interesting jobs was to install the irrigation
equipment on the Sultan of Brunei’s polo fields. Angus Adnam
and Ric Trivet arranged for Mick and his equipment to be
collected in Brisbane and, along with the 57 head of cattle they all
flew in a DC8 to Brunei. The result of this job was that Mick also

got the contract to install the fire fighting system in the palace
and later Southern Cross installed the irrigation system on the
Sultan’s new golf course. Mick had many skills when it came to
water management. Mick treated all people as equals.He has done
some massive programs over the years for many of the company
groups including Hookers at VRD, Vesteys, NAPCO, CPC and
AACo, but he would put in the same effort to do the right thing
for the smaller operators. If he saw something not being used,
such as a YB or BDC, he would put the bite on us on behalf of
people who could not afford the same and, in some cases, rebuild
the motors himself. Water is the lifeline of the North and I don’t
know of anyone who has done more than Mick Moloney for
the pastoral industry in this area. Mick was always there to help
people in any way possible, whether it be picking up kids or sick
people off planes in Brisbane, or procuring goods. Mick and
Edna have been great supporters of the pastoral industry in the
North for over 60 years.
Ken Warriner
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What does Peter Howard think of his new ProWay yards?
“Our ProWay yards where built in September
2008 and I can not speak highly enough of
them. Cattle work extremely well through
the yards and the labour required has been
reduced. The best part of building our new
yards was the people at ProWay, they have all
of the technical assistance required, but also
they are great people to deal with, nothing is
too much trouble and the after sales service
is second to none. The cost to build our yards
is more than comparable to us trying to do
the job ourselves, John Allport and his team
erected the yards in just 16 days, and it would
have taken us about 12 months in between
other jobs, so we had next to no downtime, a
huge saving.”
Peter Howard , Nogoa Pastoral Company
Emerald, QLD

Phone 1300 655 383
www.proway.com.au

For all your steel requirements
• Beams & Columns
• Flat & Angles
• Channels

• RHS & Pipe
• Plate
• Sheet & Coil

Phone: (08) 8984 2600
Fax: (08) 8984 2699
50 O’Sullivan Circuit, East Arm, Darwin • email: sales-darwin@bluescopesteel.com
www.bluescopedistribution.com.au
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NORTHERN TERRITORY / DARWIN

Brooke Hartley
Mobile 0407 123 117
James Murphy
Mobile 0419 188 616
Cnr of Stuart Hwy & Elizabeth Valley NOONAMAH NT 0837
Phone (08) 8978 4300 Fax (08) 8988 4855

QUEENSLAND / MT ISA

Mike Bailey
Mobile 0428 989 434
150 Old Mica Creek Road MT ISA QLD 4825
Phone (07) 4743 2500 Fax (07) 4743 2982

QUEENSLAND / LONgREAcH

John Rogers
Mobile 0427 973 212
Lot 1 Cramsie/Muttaburra Road, LONGREACH 4730
Phone (07) 4658 1145 Fax (07) 4658 0933

QUEENSLAND / QUILPIE

92 Quarrion Street, QUILPIE 4480
Phone (07) 4656 1314 Fax (07) 4656 1405

WESTERN AUSTRALIA / BROOME
Glenn Smith
Mobile 0429 919 261
5 Port Drive BROOME WA 6725
Phone (08) 9192 6188 Fax (08) 9192 6988

]

Life membership for industry stalwarts Continued

DAVID CROMBIE
DAVID CROMBIE has has been a loyal friend to the
northern pastoral industry for many years. More than 30 years
experience in agriculture, including as Managing Director of
major agricultural development and pastoral companies, GRM
and Queensland Northern Territory Pastoral Company. He
is currently President of the National Farmers’ Federation,
Chairman of the Australian Rural Leadership Forum, a
Director of GRM and Rosewood (NT Beef ) Pty Ltd, Deputy
Chairman of a listed development company and the President
of Queensland Rugby Union. Mr Crombie also has experience
on the boards of various industry organisations. In addition, he
operates family properties, breeds cattle and farms in southern
Queensland. Mr Crombie has more than 30 years commercial

and representative experience in agriculture Australia and in
development assistance overseas. He served on the Board of
GrainCo Australia and subsequently the Boards of the Meat
Industry Council and Meat and Livestock Australia where
he was Chairman from 1998 to 2005. He was Chairman of
the Australian Rural Leadership Foundation, he served on
the Board of EFIC and is immediate past President of the
National Farmers Federation. He was a founding partner in
GRM International which manages Australian and overseas
development projects.
John & Terry Underwood.
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The Centralian Land Management
Association (CLMA) is the pastoral
industry’s Landcare group in central
Australia. It was formed in 1988
by a group of local pastoralists.
The aim of the group is to promote
land management practices that
will ensure the sustainable and
productive use of pastoral lands.
The CLMA’s main project
is Ecosystem Management
Understanding (E.M.U™). E.M.U
assists land managers to recognise
and read landscape processes,
condition and change.

Mustering
from the air
specialists

NorthernTerritory
TerritoryCattlemen’s
Cattlemen’sAssoc
Assoc
Northern
Mustering is our primary focus, providing property
owners and graziers a cost-effective management
tool which includes:

Yearbook 2005/2006
2005/2006
Yearbook
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY CATTLEMEN’S AS
• Experienced local pilots with rural backgrounds

The EMU process begins with land
managers recording their property
• Approachable personal attention to property
knowledge in a baseline mapping
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to find out more.

Farmworld NT 28 Vereker Street, Humpty Doo
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Blueprint. Taking the bull by the horns.
Cattle men and women from across the Northern Territory came together earlier this year to help shape the
future of Australia’s agricultural sector, as part of the Blueprint for Australian Agriculture.
The Blueprint, an initiative of the National Farmers’
Federation (NFF) and its members, including the Northern
Territory Cattlemen’s Association (NTCA), is about giving the
agricultural sector the opportunity to take the bull by the horns
and plan where we, as a sector, want to be in the future.
And for those in the Top End, such a plan comes at a critical
time, after a year of unprecedented political and industry
upheaval.
“The Blueprint is about the Australian agricultural industry
standing up and having a say about the future that we want to
see for our sector,” NFF President Jock Laurie said.
“It’s an opportunity for all farmers to get on the front foot and
start planning for the future we want to see, rather than waiting
for others to make decisions about our future for us.
“As cattle men and women know only too well, the decisions
made by others can often have severe impacts on our families
and our livelihoods.
“The agricultural industry as a whole is one of the most
important industries in terms of our contribution to not only
the economy, but also society, and there is real need to develop
a vision of the role this industry needs to play, what it needs
to achieve in the future and how we, collectively, are going to
make this happen.
“And the Blueprint is the first step: giving all people
involved with our food and fibre sectors, from production to
consumption, the chance to raise the issues and challenges
facing agricultural and the opportunities they think are critical
to its continued success,” Mr Laurie said.
Unsurprisingly, livestock exports were the big issue on the
agenda for the 60 cattle men and women who came together
in Darwin in March for the Blueprint’s NT forum – hosted
by Mr Laurie, NTCA outgoing President Rohan Sullivan and
Executive Director Luke Bowen, Australian Livestock Exporters
Council CEO Alison Penfold and Cattle Council of Australian
Executive Director David Inall.

Held in conjunction with the NTCA AGM and Northern Beef
Forum, participants were given the floor to have their say on
the biggest issues now and in the future. Issues raised included
the need to strengthen and secure access to markets, the
continued threat to the profitability of NT stations, increasing
government regulation, the need to demonstrate the continuous
improvements in animal welfare in overseas markets, and the
need to better tell the livestock export story.

It’s an opportunity for all farmers to get
on the front foot and start planning for the
future we want to see, rather than waiting for
others to make decisions about our future
for us. NFF President Jock Laurie

In addition to the open discussion around issues, challenges,
opportunities and solutions, one of the highlights of the forum
was a presentation by Waterloo station manager Dougal Brett.
Dougal’s vision for the future of Australian agriculture? A
future in which all Australians respect and acknowledge the
importance of the agricultural industry, and the hard work that
goes into getting food on tables.
Dougal’s comments, and those of all Blueprint participants
from Darwin and across the country are now being collated into
the master Blueprint document, scheduled for release in early
2013.
The Blueprint: Initial Findings report can be
downloaded at www.nff.org.au/blueprint
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BOHNING YARDS ALICE SPRINGS
The past 12 months have been a hectic and industrious time for staff overall at the NTCA’s Bohning Yards in
Alice Springs. The year started with a major general clean-up, followed with some much-needed repair and
maintenance work with the main focus on addressing OH&S issues.
Key projects this year have included extending the overhead walkways to connect with the outer side of the yards, and
construction of three sets of stairs on three walkways to meet
A-160 standards. New steps have also been installed to improve
access to Ramp 1.
The new office complex arrived in April, paving the way for a
major move of all equipment to set up offices for the Operations
and Program Managers and provide a reception area. In no
time, we’d created a friendly and welcoming environment
for members, agents, retired cattlemen, travelling interstate
farmers who passed by and wanted see the yards and observe the
changes.

We look forward to a bright future for the
Roe Creek yards in light of our excellent
sale yard facility and spelling complex,
which give us the ability to sell up to 4000
head comfortably and spell and handle 100
decks of cattle.

As well as this, a new ablutions block near the training room on
the northern side of the yards has quickly become a welcome
and convenient stop-off for truck drivers to freshen up and have
a wash without having to unhook and drive back into town.
The year’s works program has also included improving
accommodation for the cattle. Hay feeders have been purchased
to save on hay wastage and sand in the holding yards is cleaned
out and replaced every six months. A John Deere 630 tractor
and 640 loader have been added to the inventory for hayloading duties, and an 8 tonne Isuzu tipper is being used for
general work around the yards. All yard waste is stockpiled
and sold to Alice Springs garden centres, with some also being
donated to community gardens and the golf course.
The year started slowly in terms of cattle numbers coming
through the yards, but picked up as the outlying pastoral areas
and roads started to dry out from record rains. The live export
suspension had a small effect on the yards with additional cattle

numbers being trucked south instead of shipping overseas. The
annual Alice Springs Show sale looked like attracting a bumper
yarding with 4500 head booked in at one stage. However, the
onset of the live export ban created uncertainty for the industry
nationally with vendors pulled cattle out of the sale, leaving a
still solid yarding of 2800 head to be sold on 30 June.
Those of the 24 registered buyers who consigned stock were
pleased with the prices received. The Cadzow family’s Mt
Riddock EU Hereford steers topped the sale at $2.06 per kg,
followed by T&S Fogarty’s Palmer Valley Organic Angus steers
and A&L Severin’s Curtain Springs Murray Grey steers which
both attracted $2.01 per kg.
TRT Pastoral’s Numery Station Hereford-cross steers fetched
$1.86 per kg and A&J Fogarty’s Lucy Creek Hereford steers
made $1.88 per kg. The $1.60 per kg top price for heifers went
to A&C Gorey’s Yambah Station Shorthorns and that station’s
steers made $1.84 per kg.
This was the first year that the NTCA handled all of the post
sale and delivery of cattle which worked effectively and, we will
use the same system again at next year’s show sale.
With a total of 37,018 head of cattle passing through the
Bohning Yards in 2011, facility has been able to keep its
head above water financially. With agents expressing interest
in having extra sales in the next 12 months, it would not be
unrealistic to see the tally boosted to between 40,000 and
45,000 head in the yards in the foreseeable future.
We look forward to a bright future for the Roe Creek yards in
light of our excellent sale yard facility and spelling complex,
which give us the ability to sell up to 4000 head comfortably
and spell and handle 100 decks of cattle.

Jim Willoughby
Operations Manager
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Livestock &
Property Brokers

FAWCETT CATTLE COMPANY
T/as Fawcett Contracting
Specialising in:

Livestock and Bulk Haulage
Lot 196, Coach Road
Adelaide River NT 0846
Ph: 08 8976 7040 Fax: 08 8976 7090
E: fawcettcontracting@bigpond.com
Mobile: 0418 897 743 – Tom (Director)
Mobile: 0418 895 625 – Jed (General Manager)
Mobile: 0417 823 177 – Bull (Cattle Manager)
Mobile: 0488 134 090 – Steve (Earth Manager)

•
•
•
•

Rural Property Specialists
Del Credere Security on all Livestock Sales
31 Years’ Stock & Station Experience
Competitive Brokerage Fees

• Contract Buying Service for Store Cattle Buyers

Stafford Stock & Property
Principal: Shane Stafford
PO Box 164, Richmond QLD 4822
Shane – Ph: 0427 221 018 Fax: 07 4741 3176
Email: Staffsb@bigpond.com
Angus – Ph: 08 8976 0989 / 0418 761 027
Fax: 08 8976 0969

BOHNING YARDS ALICE SPRINGS
THE ONLY OPERATING SALE YARD IN THE NT Located 20 km south of Alice Springs with all-weather

access just off Stuart Hwy. Our excellent facilities provided include:
•

On-site manager

•

24 hr / 7 days per week access & care of livestock

•

Excellent water quality

•

Only top quality feed used

•

Dept of Justice accredited weighing facilities

•

Current European Union (EU) accreditation

•

NLIS facilities scanning & transfers

•

Comfortably holds 4500 head of cattle in spell yards

•

Sale yards available for feature sales

•

Two separate vet inspection areas with head bail crush

•

Two large draft facilities

•

Emergency large paddock adjustment

For more details or information on competitive sale and spelling fees contact

Jim Willoughby NTCA Operations Manager
Phone 0488 955 550
Email operations.manager@ntca.org.au
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Over 50 Offices Around Australia
Independent valuations and advice on:
• Council Assets
• Commercial
• Residential
• Industrial
• Rural Property in the Northern Territory
and the Ord/Kimberleys
Directors
Terry Roth AAPI
Frank Peacocke AAPI
Robin J Gardiner FAPI (Consultant)
Certified Practising Valuers
Herron Todd White Darwin
GPO Box 4247, Darwin NT 0801
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Indigenous Employment Program
Indigenous pastoral work force continues to grow in 2011
The successful NTCA Indigenous Employment
Program continued to grow from strength to strength during
2011 and again made significant inroads into boosting the
Indigenous workforce within the northern cattle industry.
More than 60 Indigenous employees gained, or remained
in, full-time jobs with the cattle sector in 2011, thanks to
the ongoing invaluable support and commitment of host
Northern Territory pastoralists and station managers.
Employees were recruited from eight communities across
Northern Australia including Katherine, Timber Creek,
Tennant Creek and Bulla. The Indigenous Land Corporation
(ILC)-funded program, now in its fourth year, boasts a 55
precent retention rate of employees returning for their second
and third years of station work. The remaining 45 percent are
first year employees learning the ways of successful cattlemenship as demonstrated by their more experienced peers.
In discussions as part of the program, the employees trained
during 2011 were briefed extensively on the events leading
up to the Federal Government’s suspension of the live
export trade with Indonesia. As a result, they have gained a
thorough understanding of its impacts, including the ongoing
difficulties for northern pastoral enterprises, and the continued
risk of job losses.

NTCA staff and program employees understand that the
welfare of our cattle is a top priority. We will continue to
ensure that all future training remains focused on Industry
prerequisites, including the promotion of sound work, health
and safety standards and appropriate animal welfare practices.
In line with the goals of the NTCA’s Northern Pastoral Industry
Indigenous Training and Employment Strategy (2011 – 2015),
we look forward to working with members towards increasing
Indigenous employment targets by 25 percent over the next
two years.
We thank you for your support in 2011 and welcome your
continuing participation in this important training and
employment program in the coming years.

Tony Freshwater
Project Manager

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS
PROGRAM CONTACT

Mick Armstrong Program Manager
Phone 0427 348 915
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PITAC (NT)

Primary Industries Training Advisory Council (NT) Inc.
The Primary Industries Training Advisory Council (NT) is a
not-for-profit Industry Association that assists the primary industries
with advice on training in the following areas of coverage:

4 Rural Production and Operations
4 Animal Care and Management
4 Food Processing
4 Forest and Forestry Products
4 Conservation and Land Management
Ph 8981 0055

4 Horticulture
4 Meat Processing
4 Aquaculture
4 Wine Production
4 Agriculture

Contact Eddie Morgan
Fax 8981 0060 Mobile 0427 419 677

GPO Box 647, Parap NT 0814 email: eddie.morgan@pitac.org.au

www.pitac.org.au

Connellan Airways Trust
The Connellan Airways Trust was established in 1981 to assist the advancement of people living in remote
parts of that area of Outback Australia formerly served by Connellan Airways, and in other parts of Australia
similar in remoteness.
On Wednesday 6 June 2012, in Alice Springs, the Trust
launched a report on its first thirty years.
The Trust’s Chairman, Mr Max Horton OAM, made some
observations pertinent to the publication, “Three decades on”.
He noted that the charitable trust had developed a character
which embodied the vision that brought it into being, with
qualities that the Trust’s founder, EJ Connellan, would have liked:
Territorian, robust, innovative and unique. It fulfils a meaningful
role in assisting people living in remote areas of the Outback.
Over the Trust’s three decades, its achievements have been
significant, albeit relatively unobtrusive. It has distributed grants
in aggregate of more than $2.6 million. The report outlines the
breadth of the Trust’s activity in supporting residents of the bush.
An important measure of the Trust’s success is that which it has
enabled its beneficiaries to achieve. It is greatly encouraging to the
Trust that its beneficiaries exhibit the traditional spirit of Aussie
Outback pioneers, which includes a healthy element of ‘get up
and go’.

For further information or a copy of
the report please contact

Kaye Clapin, Executive Officer of the Trust
Call 1800 733 810
executiveofficer@connellanairwaystrust.org.au
www.connellanairwaystrust.org.au

The Trust wishes to maintain its focus on helping people living
back of beyond with a resolve to enhance its profile and extend its
horizons, recognising the continuing challenge to do better.
Mr Horton thanked all those who have assisted the Trust in
its endeavours to date. He said that he looked forward to the
Trust not only maintaining, but also expanding its activities and
thereby enhancing its contribution to residents of the Outback.
He added that expansion can be aided by donations, which are
tax deductible.

From the Trust’s beginning, it has been fortunate to have the
benefit of the wisdom of appropriately experienced, enthusiastic
people who have directed its activities on an honorary basis.

A Connellan Airways plane transferring a patient to an ambulance,
Alice Springs 1954.

Connellan Airways Trust founder EJ (Edward John) Connellan in
photo taken in 1950.
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Legal Update 2012
Law firm Ward Keller assists the NTCA and NTCA members with various issues affecting pastoral operations
and provides this update on current legal matters.
In recent years many NTCA members have engaged in a
process under the Native Title Act which resolves the native title
claim over their pastoral lease by having a determination of the
native title claim.
The determinations of native title have been along similar lines
to those determinations in South Australia, Queensland and
Western Australia. They provide for a list of native title rights
that exist, including rights to access and live on the land, and
a set of qualifications on those rights, including that pastoral
rights prevail over native title rights and that there is no native
title rights on or around pastoral improvements.
There have now been determinations of native title over
approximately 25 operating pastoral properties in the Territory
and the Federal Court has set down a timetable of resolving the
native title claims over the entire pastoral estate within the next
5 years. Ward Keller is not aware of any issues that pastoralists
have had with the outcomes of any of the determinations to
date.
Ward Keller has seen an increase in sacred sites issues which
have often been associated with increased mineral and
petroleum exploration on pastoral properties. These issues
generally relate to access to pastoral leases by the Aboriginal
Areas Protection Authority (AAPA) and the impact of sacred
sites on existing or future pastoral operations.
There has also been an increase in issues arising between mining
/ petroleum companies and pastoralists with respect to the
shared use of pastoral land that is required under Territory
legislation. As a result pastoralists have been seeking to enter
into access agreements to deal with issues such as environmental
rehabilitation, preservation of tracks, gates and fences and
compensation levels.
The NTCA with the assistance of Ward Keller made
comprehensive submissions on behalf of the pastoral industry
regarding the proposed introduction of the Native Vegetation
Management Bill and the amendments to the Pastoral Land
Act. Our submissions highlighted issues with that, if the
legislation came into force, would adversely impact upon
operating pastoral properties, such as strict limitations on the
number of clearing permits per property. At this stage this
legislation has not been introduced into Parliament and we do
not believe that it will be in the foreseeable future.
Carbon has been on the agenda with the introduction of the
Carbon Tax (through the Clean Energy Act and associated
legislation) and, of particular relevant to pastoralists, the
Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act. This Carbon

Farming Initiative is intended to allow pastoralists to offset the
potential increase in costs of pastoral operations resulting from
the Carbon Tax (eg through higher fuel prices) by allowing
pastoralist to obtain credits, which can then be sold for value.
Credits can be obtained by carrying out particular land use
activities which preserve carbon or through carbon sequestration
offsets projects. Whether or not this Carbon Farming Initiative
can be of benefit on operating pastoral properties is yet to
be tested. Ward Keller also assisted the NTCA in making
submissions to the Commonwealth regarding the requirements
in the Carbon Farming Initiative to deal with native title
holders before engaging in a sequestration offsets project.
There have been significant changes to the Workers
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act that took effect from 1
July 2012. These are:
1. specifically setting out what can be taken into account to
calculate non-cash benefits for workers; and
2. a radical change to the definition of worker to provide that
any person who provides work or a service of any kind is a
worker unless:
a. a personal service business determination is in effect (under
the Income Tax Assessment Act); ¬or
b. the person who performs the work or service is paid to
provide a specific result or outcome and has supplied the
plant, equipment etc needed to perform the work or service
and would be liable for the cost of rectifying any default
arising out of the work or service.
From 1 July 2000 most Australian workplaces are governed
by the Fair Work Act 2009. Under the Fair Work Act and Fair
Work Regulations, employers are required to make and keep
accurate and complete records for all of their employees for
hours worked and wages paid for up to 7 years. Employers
must also keep employee records in respect of superannuation
contributions, leave, termination, individual flexibility
agreements and transfer of business. If Fair Work Australia
inspectors determine that an employer has failed to comply with
such obligations, they can issue on the spot fines or in more
serious cases recommend the matter by taken to Court.
Ward Keller is available to discuss any issues that members may
have. Please contact Kevin Stephens or Nick Johansen (on (08)
8946 2901 or by email to nickjohansen@wardkeller.com.au)
regarding any native title, sacred sites, mining activity or carbon
issues or Michael Grove or Markus Spazzapan (on (08) 8946
2938 or markusspazzapan@wardkeller.com.au) regarding any
employment issues.
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Regional Landcare Facilitator
The Northern Territory’s Regional Landcare Facilitator is based at the Cattlemen’s Darwin office. Since
taking on the position in December 2011, I have been listening to communities including pastoralists to try
to understand the issues faced, where there are opportunities to increase the sustainability of enterprises
and the environment, and how I can help to make that happen.
I have been working on a number of projects over the past
eight months. Firstly I brought a group of Top End pastoralists
together with the NT Government’s Weed Management
Branch and submitted an application under the Biodiversity
Fund to control mimosa in the Adelaide, Mary and Wildman
catchments. Unfortunately this wasn’t successful but we will
persist.
I have been working closely with Fergal O’Gara from NT
Agricultural Association to raise the profile of soil conservation.
We revitalised an old NT Government soil erosion simulator
and took it along to Fred’s Pass Show and Katherine Show.
The simulator demonstrated the importance of groundcover
to protect the soil from raindrop impact, which can blast soil
apart into small mobile particles more easily washed away with
overland flow. We also ran a soil conservation field day in the
Douglas Daly region to demonstrate the use of whoa-boys
(diversion banks) along tracks and fence lines; how to control
gully erosion at the source of the problem; using chemicals to
maintain cleared fence lines as an alternative to grading; and
how to develop cleared land without causing erosion.
I have also tried to help pastoralists address impacts from
wallabies. Charles Darwin University has agreed to seek funding
from MLA to research the impacts that wallabies are having and
how they might be addressed. I introduced CDU researchers to
Top End and Katherine pastoralists who outlined how wallabies
impact current operations and present barriers to future
development. Wallabies can limit the effectiveness of sustainable
management on land with reduced ground cover (from grazing,
burning, clearing or cropping) by grazing these areas when
they need to be rested. Populations that have increased with

increasing water and supplement availability also use riparian
areas and are impacting these significant vegetation types with
heavier grazing regimes.
Undoubtedly most of my time has been taken up delivering
the Carbon Farming Initiative Communication Program. I
have run workshops in Darwin, Mataranka, Alice Springs and
Tennant Creek with a shorter presentation being delivered to
in the Douglas Daly as part of a Sustainable Agriculture field
day. Opportunities to engage in the Initiative are limited at
the moment, but this may change in the future if relevant
methodologies and case studies can be developed.
Currently, I am talking to pastoralists to see the different
approaches they take to managing, producing and being good
stewards of the land. I am recording these discussions on a
website blog along with stories around field days and discussions
with researchers and extension officers. I hope that by providing
these stories it will give people ideas on how they might be able
to increase their enterprise’s sustainability. To see what I’ve been
up to, go to http://landcarent.blogspot.com.au. I will continue
to add stories and I am also developing videos.
If you would like to show me how you maintain the
resilience of your environment and business call
me on 0419 142 835 or 08 8941 4266.
Peter Clifton
Northern Territory’s
Regional Landcare
Facilitator

Field day demonstration of ‘whoa-boy’ diversion banks designed to control erosion along tracks
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Meat & Livestock Australia
Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) creates opportunities for Australia’s cattle, sheep and goat supply chains.
We provide marketing and research and development (R&D) services that deliver benefits to livestock
producers.
Improving market access

Market access is the lifeblood of our industry. Even incremental
improvements in market access arrangements can make major
gains for industry.
In the aftermath of the suspension of live cattle exports to
Indonesia in June 2011, the Australian Government mandated
the introduction of the Exporter Supply Chain Assurance
System (ESCAS). The requirements of the new system mean
exporters are required to provide evidence that their livestock
handling meets OIE animal welfare standards up to, and
including, the point of processing. ESCAS was in place in
Indonesia from July 2011, in Egypt by October 2011, and
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and Turkey were added in March 2012.
Ten other countries were added in September 2012. Supporting
industry to meet the requirements of ESCAS will continue to
be an area of focus with all markets scheduled to be operating
under the system by 31 December 2012.

MLA research over many years has
consistently found a high level of trust in
beef, lamb and goat producers. In June
2012, this research found that 83% of people
believe that Australian cattle producers are
ethical and trustworthy, an increase from
81% the previous year.

Growing demand

MLA works to grow demand for Australian beef by stimulating
consumer demand in domestic and international markets,
providing systems to achieve consistent eating quality,
enhancing red meat’s nutritional reputation, and developing
new products.
The 2011-12 Summer Beef campaign had MLA’s longest
running beef campaign period, reminding consumers of beef ’s
superior desirability through TV, print, digital and outdoor
advertising, a range of point-of-sale materials, and ENTICE
magazine. The launch phase of the campaign helped lift
servings of beef by 500,000 serves per week to 49.32 million/
week, during that period compared with the same period in
the previous year. A winter campaign began in June 2012,

encouraging Australians to warm up during ‘Beefgiving Season’.
www.themainmeal.com.au
Increasing productivity across the
supply chain

MLA invests in R&D that creates opportunities for cattle, sheep
and goat producers to boost on-farm and off-farm productivity,
provide market information, and improve animal health and
biosecurity.
The MLA-funded northern beef fertility project – Cash Cow –
aims to identify strategies to increase the reproductive efficiency
of cattle herds across northern Australia by 10%. The project
collected data from over 57,000 breeding cattle from 147
mobs across 81 participating properties. The research team has
completed the first round of analysis of the different factors that
influence a female’s breeding performance – including timing
of pervious calving, wet season phosphorus deficiency, previous
reproductive performance and body condition score. Final
results of the project are expected in 2012-13.
For more information www.mla.com.au/cashcow
Promoting industry integrity and
sustainability

MLA assists the livestock industry to ensure sustainability and
demonstrate environmental stewardship; respond to climate
change; continue to improve animal welfare; and communicate
with the community.
MLA research over many years has consistently found a high
level of trust in beef, lamb and goat producers. In June 2012,
this research found that 83% of people believe that Australian
cattle producers are ethical and trustworthy, an increase from
81% the previous year.
MLA supports livestock producers and organisations to
communicate their integrity with the community and maintain
high levels of trust. MLA launched Target 100 in March 2012,
an initiative demonstrating the sustainability credentials of
cattle and sheep farmers by showcasing 100 industry activities
and producer case studies through a central website and social
media. www.target100.com.au
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Protecting your livelihood

When it comes to buying insurance to protect your business, it’s important
to deal with an insurance broker that understands your industry.
As a proud partner of the Northern Territory’s Cattlemen’s Association,
OAMPS Insurance Brokers can help you find the right cover with the most
competitive premium possible.

oamps.com.au
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