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Exporters did not comment on specific prices being offered, though 
recent saleyard prices for medium to heavy shipping wethers have 
varied between $50 to $60. WA Livestock Exporters Association 
president John Edwards said there were limited numbers of wethers 
over two years of age left in the WA flock. He said the new vaccination 
protocols also created some logistical issues at the purchasing time, as 
animals now have to be scratched five days before feedlot delivery. 

 “It is imperative farmers maintain the scratching status that industry 
has been advocating since 1998”, he said. “This is where producers 
first time scratch their lambs at marketing time and then the exporter 
implements the second scratching through the accredited vaccinator 
process when sheep are sold for live export to the Saudi market. It not 
only makes the sheep eligible for sale to the Saudi market, but also 
protects all young sheep shipments from scabby mouth as well.” 

July 26: ABC national rural news noted that sheep producers are being 
told they need to start planning now if they want to make the most of 
export opportunities to send lamb to Saudi Arabia for the Hajj festival 
in the New Year. The trade has resumed after a two-year halt. 
Landmark WA's livestock manager, Chris Medcalf, said demand for all 
breeds of lamb will be strong, but producers must meet specific Saudi 
requirements. 

"All we need is really just a long-tailed, entire animal, for example as a 
ram lamb," he said. “That animal must be vaccinated, with a three-in-
one as a minimum, and also must be scabby scratched. In this day and 
age, we should be scratching all our male animals, if we going to 
castrate them and keep them through as wethers, or as a ram lamb 
product for the Saudi market. 

July 27: The Weekly Times ran a letter to the editor suggesting that re-
opening the trade with Saudi Arabia will be a backward step for animal 
welfare. The letter called for a ban on live sheep exports on the basis 
that they result in “barbaric deaths in callous, uncaring countries.” 

July 27: ABC News Online reported that the Western Australian 
Farmers Federation (WAFF) believes the resumption of the live sheep 
trade to Saudi Arabia could be worth millions of dollars to the state's 
farmers. Live sheep exports to Saudi Arabia were suspended in August 
2003 after the Cormo Express affair. Trade resumed over the weekend 
when a shipment of 80,000 sheep left Fremantle headed for the Middle 
East. WAFF president, Trevor DeLandgrafft, said Saudi Arabia is by far 
the biggest market for live sheep and they are prepared to pay a 
premium price. 

July 28: The Stock Journal in South Australia reported that saleyard 
prices for station-bred ewes have soared to a record A$101 a head. 
This amazing bush ewe price - at Jamestown last Thursday - is said to 
be backed by a buoyant trade sheep market, thanks to a live shipping 
order for August delivery (wethers), and strong processor demand for 
mutton. 

  CATTLE 

July 26: The ABC Country Hour in the Northern Territory and Western 
Australia noted public discussion on a whether or not cattle in the 
Territory heading westward through Kimberley ports are fit to travel. 
Livestock producers are guided by a pocket book entitled: "Is it fit to 
load?" produced by a number of groups interested in livestock 
transportation and welfare, including MLA, the RSPCA and the WA 
Department of Agriculture.  
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Michelle Kellaway from MLA, said the book is a simple guide to refresh 
knowledge on animal health requirements while travelling. It includes 
live export standards, though it isn't targeted at the live export 
industry, as it’s more of a generic guide to livestock transportation. The 
books are available by contacting either MLA or the Department of 
Agriculture in Western Australia. 

July 28: Queensland Country Life noted that the Australian Registered 
Cattle Breeders Association and QCL have jointly organised a free 
seminar on August 10 at the Ekka (Brisbane Show) from 11.00am to 
3.30pm in RNA Meeting Room 1. Among the topics listed for discussion 
are dairy heifer and beef genetics exports to China. 

July 31: ABC Landline TV noted that Landmark is quoting Malaysian 
steers ex Darwin at 135c/kg, a rise of 5c/kg, while Indonesian steers 
ex Port Hedland are quoted at 150c/kg. 

  CAMELS 

July 26: The ABC Country Hour in the Northern Territory noted that 
plans for a new camel abattoir in central Australia are evolving, despite 
Wamboden abattoir on Bond Springs station killing small numbers 
again. Garry Dann of Amburla station is operating Wamboden and even 
putting a few camels through. But executive officer with the Central 
Australian Camel Industry Association, Peter Seidel, says an investor is 
keen to develop a purpose-built meatworks along the lines 
recommended by the recent McKinna Report. Mr Seidel said a new and 
relatively cheap works is likely to kill camels for international markets 
by the middle of next year. 

"We are at the situation where an investor from Oman has been here a 
couple of times again including last week and is coming here again 
soon. I think the investors would pay for the construction of the works 
and then there would be separate operators. It would be suitable for 
camels but able to process other large animal species. It is a modular 
arrangement. We expect a decision before Christmas.  

  CIRCULARS 

The following circulars were distributed to LiveCorp Members during 
the week: 

Circular 141  28.07.05 – China Dairy Meeting Update*  

*Logon to the Members Only section for access or contact LiveCorp 

  WHAT’S CHANGED – ANIMEX 

There were no updates to the ANIMEX Database during the week. 

  NLIS 

The MLA publication, Quantum Leap, noted that the Federal 
Government has committed A$20 million over four years to implement 
the National Livestock Identification System (NLIS). Of this, A$15 
million has been earmarked for cattle and A$5 million for sheep, goats 
and pigs. Matching funds are expected from State and Territory 
contributors. 
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His period on watch has seen the industry’s situation, outlook and 
fortunes ebb and flow, and despite setbacks that would jeopardise or 
slaughter any other industry segment, the resilience, rigour, 
perspicacity and persistence of the live export trade, against 
sometimes unbearable and unpalatable odds, has kept it not only alive, 
but continuing to expand, progress, and prosper, via a “think big, 
improvise, innovate, and never give up” philosophy. 

As Trevor emerges from the old age of youth into the youth of old age, 
he reminds us that sometimes looking back reminds us of how far we 
have come. On that basis, the live export industry has come a long 
way. He wishes all those remaining industry stalwarts all the best in 
health, wealth and future happiness, and hopes to see you all again 
some day in the resting paddock for reluctant rustic retirees. 

  ASIAN CURRENCIES 

July 22: Reuters published a summary of currency regimes in selected 
Asian countries, following China’s decision to revalue the yaun against 
the US dollar. 

FIXED PEG: Hong Kong adjusted its linked exchange rate system in 
May for the first time since 1998, moving its currency to a band 
between 7.75 and 7.85 to the US dollar from an asymmetric peg that 
set a floor of 7.8 per US dollar.  

MANAGED FLOATS: Chinese yuan or renminbi. After essentially 
pegging the yuan near 8.28 per dollar since the Asian crisis, China 
revalued it to 8.11 and tied it to an undisclosed basket of currencies of 
trading partners.  The yuan will be allowed to move 0.3 percent above 
or below the previous day's close against the US dollar, and by 1.5 
percent against other currencies.  

Malaysian ringgit: Malaysia has dropped its seven-year-old peg of 3.8 
to the US dollar in favour of a managed float against an undisclosed 
basket of currencies, moving soon after China did.  

Singapore dollar: Since 1981, the Monetary Authority of Singapore 
conducts monetary policy by steering the Singapore dollar in an 
undisclosed band against an undisclosed trade-weighted basket of 
currencies. Economists say the US dollar and dollar-bloc currencies 
make up the biggest proportion of the trade-weighted basket.  

Indian rupee: Economists say the Reserve Bank of India uses a 
monitoring band for the rupee, which allows it to float within a band 
determined by the currencies of India's top five trading partners, 
adjusted for inflation levels.  Markets believe the width of the band is 
five percent on either side of this neutral real effective exchange rate. 
Intervention occurs if the band is breached. There are still some limits 
on residents borrowing overseas, on residents converting local assets 
into foreign currency, and on the access foreigners have to Indian debt 
markets.  

Thai baht: Massive capital outflows forced Thailand to abandon the 
baht's peg against a basket of currencies on July 2, 1997, triggering a 
big devaluation against the dollar that marked the onset of the Asian 
financial crisis.  Thailand adopted a managed float. Like other Asian 
central banks operating under similar regimes, the Bank of Thailand is 
averse to currency volatility and intervenes often in the market.  

Indonesian rupiah: Indonesia switched to a freely floating rupiah from 
a managed float in August 1997 during the Asian crisis. Several 
exchange controls remain. Indonesia's central bank regularly 
intervenes in the foreign exchange markets to help the rupiah, which 
fell more than five percent against the US dollar in the first half of 
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