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By NICX CALACOURAS

DROUGHT assistance for
Central Australian proper-
ties is the goal of a lobby
group, headed by the NT
Government, going to-Gan--
berra next week.

Minister for Primdry In
dustry Chris Natt -said th
Territory Government ha
declared 12 Central Austral
jan propertes as being in”
“severe drought”, but thes
had not yel received “excep
sionai circumstance’ status.
by the Federal Crmfernment

This status gives properb
OBTErS access to certain con
cessinns and an interest rate;
subsidy valped at $500 0005
over five years. . - f'»'l“liat?wg.s‘_r_elalx ed aboiit

month-'aga- when -the -PM
Delegatlon “recognised: that there-were

Mr Natt said  he woul lots-of " other :people ‘wiio

travel to Canberra’ nex :

Tuesday with an induosiry
detegation (o discuss the ap=
plication with Pederal Minis
ler for Agriculture Peter:
McGauran. .

Mr Nai said: “The case I
wilt put to Mr McGauvran is

elling to Canberra.

He said: “Part of the cui-
{eria is to show that the area
has a severe downturn in .
farm income over:a pro--.
longe_‘d period. - -
“In & place’ hke NSW an
area the sizeofan' NT prop-
erty would have 3000 people:
iving, 50 it’s easyto ‘show a
shared tren S

ral}ans ACEESS bo exceptmng

first time. .

Federal Minister for Agri-.
thar the current system of culture Peter McGauran '
assessing whether a pastoral said he received a letter from~
properiy ts eligible for finan- - Mr Natt ouilining the diffi-_:
cial assistance needs to-be cultiesin qualifyiug for. exv

changed to take into account ‘ceptional : clrcumstance
the vasl size of Terniory drm:ght assm!.ance. R
pastoral gropecties. " He said: "1 am current.ly

NT Catillemen’s Associ- considering these matiers

arion  executive director

‘The Bushhght team at the Centre for Appropriate Techno!cgy ‘Grant Behrendorff, Paul Coull, Tig Armstrong,

and will be having discuss--

Stuari Kennyisa memberaof ions with Mr Nate.”

Marcus McKay and Emma Chessell with the solar panel design and the trophy for the national Engineers
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